Galileo





Galileo was launched off the shuttle Atlantis while Atlantis was on it’s STS 34 flight mission. The spacecraft followed a path called VEEGA (Venus-Earth-Earth Gravity Assist), travelling first in toward the Sun for a gravity assist from Venus before encountering the Earth two times. It travelled towards Venus and met earth again so that it could gain enough velocity to reach Jupiter.





�Orbiter


Launch Date: 18 October 1989 at 22:23 UTC�Launch Vehicle: Shuttle/Inertial Upper Stage�On-orbit mass: 2380 Kg�Power System: Radioisotope Thermal Generators (RTGs) of 570 W


Probe


Release Date: 13 July 1995 at 05:30 UTC�Entry Date: 07 December 1995 at 22:04 UTC (5:04 p.m. EST)�Launch Vehicle: Shuttle/Inertial Upper Stage�On-orbit mass: 335 Kg�Power System: Storage batteries of 580 W











During the flybys of Venus and the Earth, Galileo scientists took the opportunity to study these two planets as well as the Moon. The results were unprecedented. Galileo also made close up studies of 2 asteroids called Gaspra and Ida!!! In 1997, Comet Shoemaker-Levy 9 CRASHED into Jupiter. Fortunately, Galileo space probe was there to take pictures of the event!!!





Galileo’s main  goal was to study in much details of Jupiter.





The End!!!!!!!





