Minutes of the AGM Touring Kayaks of Ottawa-Outaouais (TK2O)
Date:  January 23rd, 2006
Location:  Fox and Feather Pub, 2nd floor @ 6 pm.

With a light turnout and the last left at 8:30, all that was to be accomplished was accomplished. (it was confirmed that all had voted prior to or were going home to vote after the meeting)
The first item on the agenda, (yes agendas were available) was the identification of new Executive for the new year and the following positions were filled or left vacant with the intention that someone will come forward or will be addressed as a new priority for the new executive.

2005



2006

President  


John Honshorst

Darin Hayduck

Past President


Jennifer Jackson
John Honshorst

Vice President


Darin Hayduck

vacant
Treasurer


Maureen Virtue

Maureen Virtue **
Secretary


Julie O’Connor

Julie O’Connor
Events Coordinator

Lee Mosley

Jennifer Jackson

Web



Denis Legault*

vacant

Membership Coordinator
n/a


vacant
· * withdrew from the executive half way through the year because of previous obligations with another organization

· ** Maureen has agreed to start off the year in her role as the treasurer but has asked that a replacement be found for the new year (it had been suggested that this position be handled by two people, the first to deal with the finances and the second person to deal with membership listings and communications in a new position named “membership co-ordinator”).

Because a few were late arriving and a few had to leave early, John decided to accomplish his agenda items by conducting the rest of the business at hand in a casual fashion. (at one point it was suggested that another AGM be called for another date but when scheduling of the present 2005 Executive was outlined, it was decided that  a quorum of the current executive served our purposes and we were looking forward to the new year).
Memberships
With 40 paid members in 2005 and with the distribution of the membership application forms at the meeting, we has a wonderful start to the new year by having eight people renew their memberships right there on the spot. 

Membership Fees

Membership Fees will be increased to $35 and that will include the receipt of Adventure Kayak (magazine). Family membership fees will increase as well but will only include one copy of the magazine so it is expected that the family rate will be held to a reasonable cost of $50.

Summer Trips

Jennifer then started in her new role by canvassing people about a major trip this summer and wanted to know what interest there would be about a trip to Iles-de-la-Madelaine which are half way between PEI and Newfoundland. People then spoke of return trips to the Saguenay and there was much conversation about advice, timing and equipment. The majority of the conversation seemed to deal with the Whale Watching and the fact that they are sooooo big when even the smallest approaches you unexpectedly. To see a Blue Whale is just wild.
A trip to Newfoundland was also suggested and briefly discussed.
Club Events

Proposed Club Event suggestions seemed for now to centre on the theme of mid-winter photograph evenings. While a question was tossed out there if anyone had the equipment to show digital photos on their televisions and did anyone have a suitable rec room to accommodate viewers; it was decided that it would be fun to do slide shows as well with the bunch of us crowded on the floor (like a bunch of puppies) with supplied chips and (BYOB) or pop. Doing a few of these on a regular basis would ensure the interest is there in the off season and would ensure friendships are in place for the new water season.  Who is going to have the first one?
Races
Reference was made to the Easter Sunday Jock River Race that a number of the TK20 members participated in and it is hoped that others follow suit. Julie will be the first to suggest not to take your fibreglass boat on the race but to rent a plastic boat ($20) for the day and have a ball!!! Not to brag but two of us came in first in the male and female kayak classes. You will note that the predominant boat is a canoe but the number of kayaks is increasing. This being a fun 12 km race with some serious racers, it is not unusual to see kids, dogs and costumes. For more information see the web site jockriverrace.ca.  The 35 km Raisin River Race is a couple of weeks following. (hey Sandy, even thought I will be out of the country for the next two months, I will be practicing so I can get my “title” back from you !!) ( 
The idea of Kayak Certification and the differences in the different levels that exist out there was discussed. In a conversation with Alfred, it was suggested that most of us could achieve their Level 1 and that Level 2 is easily achieved as well but that it involves a few days of your time (generally a weekend?) in order to get them. The enthusiasm is there so we will be hearing more on this subject as the season progresses.
Safety & Rescues

It was also felt that we should be spending more time around the subject of “safety” and “rescues” when we have social gatherings and shore lunches. With a picnic on the shore and welcoming fire to warm us, a few others could experiment and train others in the various techniques employed in self rescue and techniques employed to help others.  
I know Darin also spoke of the idea of Wilderness First Aid and other such programs so more on this later as well.
Closing Remarks

Next scheduled meeting will be established by the new executive and is hoped that members and those who wish to join may have enough interest to take on a position on the executive that will impact the development of this Club and this sport we so enjoy.  Please feel free to contact any of the executive and voice your thoughts and concerns. We share your interests.
John Honshorst
