I walked nervously toward her apartment.  What if she doesn’t really like me?  It’s been a long time since we’ve seen each other.  I’m already shy and quiet.  Mako is so outgoing.  She’ll probably find me dull.  Then again, she’s friends with Ami, so maybe she won’t mind.

I knocked softly on the door.  Please let this work out!  Her smiling face appears.

“ Hi Taiki!  I’ve missed you!  Please come in!”

She missed me?  Could it be she likes me?  No of course she doesn’t.  She just hasn’t seen any of us in a long time.  We’ve been away for so long.  I’m sure she meant she missed everyone.

“ I’ve missed you too.  What would you like to do tonight?”

What a stupid thing to say.

“ Well, I’ve made something special for you for diner.  I hope you like it…”

Something special for me?  She is so amazing.  She’s beautiful and strong and outgoing, she’s everything I wish I were.  

“ Really?  Something special?  Mako-chan, you are too good to me!  Too bad the others can’t taste your amazing cooking too.”

“ I don’t want the others here with me tonight, just you,” she said as her lips curved into a soft smile.  

I wonder what she’s up to!  What is she trying to pull on me?  I’ve never felt this way before.  Does she realize how crazy she’s making me?

“ I ah… thank you.   Well, what do we do till diner is ready?”

“ It’s ready now.  Want to go eat?”

“ Sure, I am kind of hungry.”

What is she playing at?  I know she’s always been really flirty, but not with me.  Maybe Seiya told her!  I bet he told Usagi, and Usagi told Mako.  I didn’t want everyone knowing about my crush on her!

We sat down and had an amazing diner.  She is such a great cook!  And diner was very special.  She made all of my favorite foods.  She must have asked about it.  The sushi was perfect.  I can’t believe she went through all this trouble for me!  

“ Thank you for the wonderful meal Makoto.  It was delicious.   I’ve never had such good food.  You’ve out done yourself.”

“ Do you have room for desert?”

Only if it’s you!  Oh my!  What am I thinking!  Seiya’s girl craziness must be rubbing off on me!

“ I… what’s for desert?” I choked out.

I must sound like an idiot to her!

She came up close to me, and softly pressed her lips to my ear.

“ Me…” she whispered as she kissed my ear lobe.

What is she doing?  Am I dreaming?  But it feels too good to be a dream!

“ Makoto… I… ah that is… oh my…”

Why can’t I be more daring like Seiya or Yaten?  That’s it!  I’m going to kiss her.  She seems to want me to anyway.

I put my arms around her, and pulled her close.

“ We aren’t 16 anymore you know.  We’re 21, and don’t have to act like children…” she said.

I looked deep in her green eyes.  They sparkled with life.  Then I did it.  I moved my lips slowly to hers.  She met my kiss with a passion.  I’ve never felt such a rush in my life.  She tasted of the sweetest nectar.  I love this woman!

We finally broke, and she relaxed into my arms.

“ You know, I’ve liked you since the first time we met.  I was positively distracted with you sitting in front of me at school.  I never dreamed that you returned that affection,” she said softly.

She’s loved me all this time?  I’ve been such a fool.  I thought she liked Yaten.  What should I say?

“ Makoto, I never even hoped you felt that way.  All I could do was keep dreaming that one day I would have the courage to tell you how I’ve felt.  I thought you were in love with Yaten.  I’ve loved you since I first saw you.”

Please don’t let that have sounded too corny!

“ Me and Yaten?  Never!  I’ve never wanted anyone but you.  I was afraid you’d think I wasn’t smart enough for you.”

Not smart enough?  Was she kidding?

“ You’ve always been perfect in my eyes.”

She smiled and blushed slightly.  Oh!  She is driving me crazy!  I want to be with her forever!  Dare I think to ask?

“ Mako, I don’t know if this is something you want, but maybe you would consider it.  I love you dearly, and want to spend my life showing you how much you mean to me.  Please, stay with me always.  We’ve wasted so much time.  Would you…marry me?”

There I said it.  Now please don’t let her break my heart!

“ Taiki I… I love you, and I want to spend my life cooking and pleasing you.  Of course I will marry you.  We are 21 now.  It’s about time we settled down.”

She smiled up into my face.  I ran my fingers through her hair.  I love her hair.  I brought her head to mine, and kissed her with more passion than I knew I possessed.  She is so perfect.  We broke and I buried my face in her neck.  I gave it butterfly kisses as her fingers worked in my hair.  She sighed.  She smells and tastes wonderful.  Oh how I love her!  She took my hand and stood up.  Where are we going?  She led me to her room.  Oh my.  What am I going to do?  What does she expect of me?  I’m no good at this stuff!

We got to her bed and I sat at the edge.  She sat down on my lap, straddling me.  Oh my.  This is going to be a new experience.  Her body feels so good against mine!  

She kissed me as her fingers danced in my hair.  She was moving in my lap.  Swaying back and forward.  I was starting to loose control!  I wanted her, and she knew it.

“ Taiki, it’s okay.  I want you to…”

Was she reading my thoughts?  What was I going to do?

I began to touch her everywhere.  Her skin is so soft!  I love the way it feels in my hands.  How can this be happening to me?

“  I love you Mako…” I said as I lay her down on the bed.

“ I love you too Taiki…”  

We had an amazing night.  The first night of the rest of our lives…   
