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Chapter 11 – Review and Discussion questions

1. In what sense does our solar system consist of only two important objects? 

Those two important objects are the Sun and Jupiter.  We now can take the sun’s size and scale it with Jupiters.  We can use the sun and Jupiter as medians in measurments.

2. What is differential rotation, and how is it observed on Jupiter? 

Differential rotation is  rotation rate is not constant from one location to another.  We observe that the 

rotational rate on Jupiter’s clouds near the poles as the rotational rate.  However at the equator it is not the same as the poles.  Thus differential rotation is in play. 

3. Describe some of the ways in which the Voyager mission changed our perception of Jupiter. 

Voyager helped us to explain the red spot on Jupiter.  From closer pictures we were able to deduct that it was a massive hurricane.

