Section Assignment 2.3               Student: Rick Lin
Allegories are fictional stories or elements of stories that are meant to represent truths applicable to the real world. The Grapes of Wrath can be considered an allegory about the ultimate triumph of good over evil. Many so-called social justice films include these elements of struggle and triumph.

Write an essay of about 750 words on the following topic. In The Grapes of Wrath, a number of characters act as symbols for the pursuit of good over evil. Pick any two main characters from the following list: 

· Ma Joad 

· the Preacher 

· Tom Joad 

Describe how these characters act as symbols for the struggle of good over evil. Highlight your essay with examples from the film where the dialogue or actions of the characters exemplify their symbolic roles.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The film Grapes of Wrath portrays the hardships of life for the worker's class during the Great Depression, with the unfairness and cruelties presented by dictatorship of the wealthy class towards the workers. The film tells a story of a family of sharecroppers - the Joads, whom were forced to abandon their home to seek out jobs into the west. Both Ma Joad and Tom Joad presented different qualities of leadership in a different aspect of strength.

In the beginning of the film, Tom Joad was just been released after spending four years in a prison. He stops at a roadside cafe looking for a ride when he sees a truck with a "No Riders" sticker on it. Tom's conversation with this trucker is his first witness to the suppression of workers by the large corporations since his release.

Soon after arriving to his house, Tom discover it to be abandoned, from there he met Jim Casy in another abandoned house. Casy's family had also been forced to leave their land through repossession by the large corporation, which is the second witness in Tom's life how the wealthy class were trying to control the workers. It brought a large impact on Tom's conscience as he watches Casy's house brought down by a tractor of another farmer who had no choice but to do such job to earn a living.


Tom meets his family in uncle John's house nearby, as they were about to leave for California to search for works. Tom's family has already sold off every valuable possession and eventually living under cramped conditions. Tom realizes that a family cannot survive these hardships unless they depend on each other. Because of this, Tom became protective of his family, abandoning his selfishness for the well being of his family.

Not until Tom's last meeting with Jim Casy outside of their work camp in the midst of a strike should he came up with his realization. Casy told him that the only way the workers' could regain fair wages, is to unite all workers together to struggle against the companies' hold. Casy's word became no more obvious as Tom witnesses Jim Casy's passive resistance in response to the threatened violence by the cops. As the police advance on Jim Casy he yells towards them, " Listen, you fellas don' know what you're doin'. You're helpin' to starve kids." before his head is brutally crushed by a pick handle. Angered by the events before him, Tom avenged Casy by killing one of the police, before he escaped from the scene. Even though the events made him branded as an outlaw, Tom became certain of his course to take, and he pursuit to help and unite the ill-treated people to stand against tyranny in the end.

While Tom's path turn him to be an ideal crusader to bring changes into the exterior world, Ma Joad serves as a inner strength of humankind, she is a spiritual leader to put her family together to endure the hardships thoughout the journey, providing her courage and kindness which is essential for survival. Whenever there's a panic over the Joad family, she'll be the one to calm everybody that everything will be alright, thus they move on.

This trait of hers is mostly presented while the Joads dine with what few remaining food within their family inside the work camp. The smell of boiling food lured the starving children within this area, hungrily staring at Ma's cooking knowing there weren't anything left for them. Ma intentionally preserved some leftovers for the children, even though the Joads were still hungry themselves. This act of selfless kindness further stretched the human moral that is needed to make people to unite and look after each other.


Ma also presents great endurance for the well being of the family.  For example, when the family stops at the California border, and Grandma is dead.  Ma fears that if she tells the guard, the family might not be allowed to enter California.  Instead, she dare risked to lie to the officers, telling them Grandma is very sick and is in dire need of a doctor. She spends the rest of the night lying beside the body until it is safe to tell the family.

When Pa asked Ma was she afraid of all these incoming troubles and hardships, she admits it, but for the reason of her long lasting strength to support the family, Ma describes the way she looked upon the hardships of life: it's all in one flow, like a stream, little eddies an' waterfalls, but the river it goes right on. Woman looks at it that-a-way.

