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Amy Tan in San Francisco. “This whole question of who you are is a very. Very interesting question and having two cultures to add to the mix of it makes it even more interesting.”
    The first time watching the movie and read the book of <<The joy luck club>> in high school, at that time I can not fully understand the deep mean of The joy luck club. As we generation have more and more chances growing up between two culcures, I think in the future we are know this novel, I suddenly have a crash on it.
 Four mothers, four daughters, four families whose histories shift with the four winds depending on who's "saying" the stories. In 1949 four Chinese women, recent immigrants to San Francisco, begin meeting to eat dim sum, play mahjong, and talk. United in shared unspeakable loss and hope, they call themselves the Joy Luck Club. Rather than sink into tragedy, they choose to gather to raise their spirits and money. "To despair was to wish back for something already lost. or to prolong what was already unbearable." Forty years later the stories and history continue. 
With wit and sensitivity, Amy Tan examines the sometimes painful, often tender, and always deep connection between mothers and daughters. As each woman reveals her secrets, trying to unravel the truth about her life, the strings become more tangled, more entwined. Mothers boast or despair over daughters, and daughters roll their eyes even as they feel the inextricable tightening of their matriarchal ties. Tan is an astute storyteller, enticing readers to immerse themselves into these lives of complexity and mystery.

      The mothers and daughters not only experience a generation gap, but since the mothers were born in China and the daughters were born in America, they also experience a certain cultural gap. This leads to miscommunication and misunderstanding on both parts. To both parts. To the mothers, their Chinese heritage is very meaningful to them and the American.  In the history plays a large role in forming an individual because it helps them develop morals, ideals, and goals in life. It begins the process of finding an identity. The past is never forgotten because it leaves marks on ones life as a scar does to ones body. It may go unseen physically, but the emotional effects it produces last a lifetime, and can continue on for generations to come. 
     When Chinese immigrants enter the United States of  America, it is evident from the start they are in a world far different than their homeland. Face to face with a dominant culture that often times acts and thinks in ways contrary to their previous lives, immigrants are on a difficult path of attempting to become an American. Chinese immigrants find themselves often caught between two worlds, the old world of structured, traditional and didactic china and the new world of mobile. Young and prosperous America. They nostalgically look back at China longing for a simpler life but look at the United States America as a land of opportunity and freedom that they did not know in China.
