Attitudes that bring about success in studies

After knowing a thing or two about God's perspectives towards our studies, let’s move to the practical stuff. In this part and the next, important attitudes to have when we study, the common hindrances to effective studying as well as some practical tips on how we can be most effective in our studies will be touched on. 

1. The pursuit for excellence

One important trait of someone who will excel in studies is excellence. More often than not, we take the information that we receive at face value without processing them in our minds carefully. We do not engage what the teacher is teaching in our minds by questioning the what, why, where, when, who and hows of the material. This means that we are not excellent with the information that we have received. As a result we do not understand as much as we should from the lesson, which hinders our preparation for exams and tests. 

An excellent person would do all he can to find out more about what the teacher has taught if he does not understand, question it in his mind and raise doubts with the teacher or fellow students if necessary. This student would then be able to gain a much deeper and comprehensive understanding into the subject. 

2. Being responsible

Taking responsibility in all areas of our lives is important. We should not only be responsible in areas which we like or enjoy doing but neglect the rest. Studying may not be the most interesting activity for some, but as Christian students it is our responsibility. It requires a certain amount of discipline and hunger to learn to excel in our studies but these are basic Christian attitudes we should possess. 

Colossians 3:23
23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

3. Being disciplined 

As mentioned, we need to be disciplined to study. In fact, sometimes we do not feel like studying. But like a good soldier we must learn to do the right thing even though we don't feel like it because we know it is the right thing to do. Our lives should not be a roller coaster, going up and down guided by our emotions. 

2 Timothy 2:4-5
4No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs-he wants to please his commanding officer. 5Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. 6The hardworking farmer should be the first to receive a share of the crops.

4. Being determined

We should be determined to attain success in the area of our studies too. We can be determined when we know that we are studying to glorify God. To this end we struggle with the all the energy Christ gives us.  

Col 1:28-29

28We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ. 29To this end I labor, struggling with all his energy, which so powerfully works in me. 
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