Biblical perspectives about studies
In this next part, let us examine a few important points about what would God say about studies.

1. Anything we do to glorify God is serving Him. 

We not only serve God when we preach the Word or join in a ministry. We are serving Him too when we are faithful with all the other areas of our lives. This includes doing our best in our studies. But when we do our best, it does not necessarily mean that we would get top grades. However, it is also not true that we glorify God only when we get top grades. God is pleased when we have done our best. The grades are only a reflection of the ability that God has given to us. 

Romans 12:1

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-this is your spiritual act of worship.

2. We are Christians who are students, not students who are Christians.

We must acknowledge that we belong to Christ. The life that we have is not our own, but it has been bought by the blood of Christ. Thus we no longer live for ourselves but we live for the glory of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:15
And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. 

This acknowledgement is important as it determines our priorities in life. It was previously mentioned that we should put Christ in the center of our life, thus letting him have reign over all areas of our lives. Similarly, even as we should fulfill our responsibility as students, we must know that first and foremost we are Christians. Our identity as a Christian does not change as we age because we had made a decision at some point in our lives to receive Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior. Thus, even when we become an engineer, or a teacher in the future, our identity as a Christian never changes. We are Christians who happen to be a student, engineer or teacher. Thus our priority is to serve Christ first, rather than doing other things such as studying or working and leaving our ministry to God last or in our leisure time.

It is important that we keep our identity as a child of God strong, because Christ is the hope of the world. If we, as ambassadors of Christ, fail to behave like one, our pre-believing friends would not come to know this hope that we have because they do not see it in reality in our lives. They would not see that Christ has made a difference in our lives because we still live like they do. Thus, they would not turn to Christ for help in their time of need. 

In fact, we should recognize the opportunities that we have as students and really make a big difference. Surveys show that 60% of all conversions happen below the age of 18
! When we are students, the friends and classmates that we hang out with are less sophisticated and concerned with things of the world, as compared to when they step out into the working world. As students we also have more liberty and control over our time, as compared to the rigid working hours as a professional. Thus let us maximize our time as students and live as a Christian who happens to be a student. 

2 Corinthians 5:20a

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. 

3. God equips us through every circumstance in life, including through our studies.

We should not think that God only wants us to grow in our spiritual man only, and thus attending and learning from prayer meetings, leadership meetings, church services and shepherdings would be enough. As mentioned earlier, we need to be Christians who are sound-minded, and it can be achieved when we have a comprehensive worldview. 

Thus what we learn from our studies, though they may not have any spiritual content, is important as well. Our learning would add to this comprehensive worldview that we are gaining. 

Proverbs 4:5-7

Get wisdom, get understanding;


do not forget my words or swerve from them.

6
Do not forsake wisdom, and she will protect you;


love her, and she will watch over you.

7
Wisdom is supreme; therefore get wisdom.


Though it cost all you have, get understanding 

4. We must study for the Kingdom's sake

Studying is not an end in itself, but it is a means to an end. When as Christians we want to excel in our studies, studies must not become an idol in our lives so much so that we devote an unbalanced amount of time in it. 

When we have a godly and clear end point for our studies, God will bless us. The proper end-point to have is to study for the Kingdom's sake. We study so that we can bring glory to God, either by doing our very best, or so that we can get a job next time and fulfill our family obligations. When we are able to take care of our family, we will also have peace of mind and be effective when we serve Him in the ministry. 

5. What we study can benefit God's Kingdom 

There are many things that students nowadays study, ranging from computer skills to other skills like accountancy, political science, geography, human resource, etc. Some, if not all, of them can be used to benefit the Kingdom of God in some way or another. Students trained in accountancy can contribute to the church by volunteering their skills in financial management. For some, they may even decide to be employed by the church and serve as a full time staff doing accountancy work. Students trained in Philosophy or Political Science, though the discipline may not have any direct relation to spiritual work, become more analytical and systemic in logic, and in future may be able to do important training or analysis in church.

Sometimes, we can even use what we have studied as a common ground to have conversation with others, who are perhaps interested in this area of study as well. The knowledge that we gain from studying will also enable us to relate with the people of the world effectively. Because we are sometimes too focused on the spiritual activities in our lives, we lose touch with what is happening in the world today. People would then say that Christians do not seem to understand what is happening around them and are irrelevant.

1 Peter 4:10

Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.

6. Your study problems will have a negative effect on your ministry

Because we are students, it is our responsibility to study. When we fail to handle this area of responsibility, we often have to suffer the repercussions as a result. They may come in the form of extra lessons in school, punishment from parents, frowned upon by our teachers and personal discouragement. Not only do these things not bring glory to God, they also hinder our capacity to serve God. Unhappy parents may clamp down on your church activities, extra lessons would eat into precious Care Group and Prayer Meetings after school, and our friends may think that if God is real, then why does a Christian experience so much problems in his studies?

If things in our studies are not as well as we think it should, instead of ignoring it, let us get it right for the sake so that we can avail ourselves to ministry. 

7. We will fail to excel in all areas as workers when we fail in our studies and ministry.

Doing well in ministry work does not mean that it will cover our shortcomings in other areas of our lives. We present to God our whole life as a living sacrifice. We do not give God a sacrifice that is partly spoilt or unwell. But this does not mean that God only accepts sacrifices that are perfect. What is acceptable to God is not to ignore these shortcomings, but rather to deal with them. 
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