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Introduction: A Christian’s perspective on studies

Some people say that 'knowledge is power'. To a certain extent, it is true. Corporations and government agencies place high emphasis on getting as much information that is relevant, and processing them into useful data. They know that they will have an edge over their competitors or compatriots if they know more than they do. 
So what does this mean for Christians? Some of you may quote 1 Corinthians 13, that "knowledge puffs up, but love builds up", and there are others more learned who may even quote Solomon in Ecclesiastes saying that books and the pursuit of knowledge are 'meaningless'. To these, there are a few things we need to note. Firstly, the verse in Corinthians does not exempt the pursuit of knowledge, but it simply says that to love is better than knowing all that can be learnt. Secondly, when Solomon said that all learning is meaningless, he was actually drawing a comparison between learning and knowing God. In fact the crux of his message in his book is that everything would be meaningless if you don't know God. 
The Bible has also stressed the importance of being sound-minded Christians. A sound-minded Christian is one who is able to make sound decisions. In order to make sound decisions, the Christian must have a comprehensive worldview. To have a comprehensive worldview means that he is able to process information and ideas that exist in the world, past or present. A tall order, isn't it? That's why no one can claim to have a comprehensive worldview. But one can have a worldview that can get more and more comprehensive as the person learns or is exposed to new things. 
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 Sound decisions are important because there is a lack of people who provide God's point of view in many issues facing mankind in the world today. There are issues such as cloning, war, religion and morality, abortion, suffering, broken families, people born blind or deficient in some normal function, life after death and the list goes on. As a result, many regard Christianity as irrelevant or 'just another religion'. But since we Christians worship the true living God, shouldn't we be endowed with blessed wisdom and 'understanding of all kinds of literature and learning', to quote Daniel 1:17? This is because many Christians today are not engaged with the issues in the world; they are not processing what is happening in the world in light of God's Word. 
  Broadly speaking, there are 2 groups of Christians that are like so: One group believes that doing the 'spiritual' things, such as evangelism, attending services etc would suffice and that they are not interested about what happens in the world. Such thinking is erroneous because though God has called us to be in the world but not of the world, we are still people living in this world! God did not call us to be hermits and cut ourselves off from the world. This is clearly seen as God has called us to be salt and light of the world and Daniel, prophet of God, served under 3 consecutive secular kings. The Kingdom of God cannot advance unless we go out into the world and bring the gospel to them relevantly, in ways that they can understand. Paul aptly puts this in 1 Corinthians 9:22.   
To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some. 1 Corinthians 9:22 
 
There is also the second group of Christians. They are the ones who do not see the value of learning. By learning, it not only refers to that covered in school curriculum but that which includes just about anything else! Similarly, if Christians are not active learners, their worldview would be very limited in depth and breadth. With such an incomprehensive worldview, they would thus be unable to come to an informed decision as to whether a certain point of view is biblical. 
Of course being sound-minded is not just about having a comprehensive worldview, but also a host of other things like a tightly knitted fabric of thoughts and ideas, consistent thought patterns etc. Without going too much into sound-mindedness, the point is to let you see that learning, in whatever form and area it may be, is important. And thus, let us treasure what we have learnt or are going to learn in our education journey, and make the best of it for the Kingdom of God . 
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