Misunderstandings about studies

1. Students link spiritual work to only ministry

Some students have the thinking that only if an activity quotes Bible verses, it is then considered to be 'spiritual'; if not it is not 'spiritual'. 

This is a wrong understanding because everything that extends the Kingdom of God is what God would want us to do. This is what we would consider as 'spiritual'.

If we do well in our studies, God will be glorified. The majority of pre-believers in the world measure success in life with grades and the jobs. Although Christians share a different worldview about success, if we do well in studies, these pre-believers may be more willing to hear what we have to say because they see that we do well in our basic responsibility as a student. Our parents will be impacted as well because they are very concerned with our studies and subsequent livelihood. 

Matthew 5:16

In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

2. Students think that God is pleased when they suffer in studies.

Some students think it very 'brave' and some say 'noble' of them to NOT do well in studies because they had to 'serve' God. They would say that they had to attend this meeting and that meeting, this evangelism or that evangelism and as a result have no time to study and thus fare poorly in exams. But these students would insist that they are happy because they consider this as a 'necessary sacrifice' in order to 'extend' the Kingdom of God.

This is quite a terrible misconception. God's intention is not for us to sacrifice our grades or time to study in order to serve Him in other areas. God's intention is that we succeed to the best of the ability and opportunity He has given us in all areas of our lives. 

Sometimes, we students use 'serving' God as an excuse not to study or be diligent. The truth is that we as students have the basic responsibility to study and that we must always invest time and effort into it. 
For others this may be due to influence from eastern religions that they think they must suffer in order to attain a higher state of living or 'consciousness'. Thus they take setbacks in studies as necessary 'suffering'. However we must ask ourselves whether such 'suffering' is really necessary and whether it could have been avoided if we had been more diligent and faithful. God is not pleased when we go through unnecessary suffering and we are likened to the fool in Proverbs 22:3. 

Proverbs 22:3 A prudent man sees danger and takes refuge, but the simple keep going and suffer for it. 
Colossians 3:23-24

23Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 24since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

3. The first priority of students is to study

On the other hand, there are students who prioritize their studies. It is true that the basic responsibility of students is to study, but however as Christians, our worldview should not be one of lateral prioritization, as shown in the figure (fig 1) below.

1) God

2) Family

3) Studies

4) Friends

5) Community work

6) CCA

7) Piano lessons


However it should be one that places God in the center of all things in our life. (fig 2)



This is the correct worldview to adopt because God is all in all and from Him comes all things. It is only right that we allow Him to have control over all areas of our lives, because He being the Creator, He knows what's best for us & the best way to achieve them. 


This is not to mean that we can only do 'God' things & not other things in our lives. As mentioned previously, God is also concerned about how we are doing in our family life, our studies, our health, our work, our friends and other important areas as well. Thus making sure that these areas are well are important to God too. We should commit these areas to the Person who knows them best. This also means that we shouldn't place one area over the other as each area has certain importance in our lives.

Joshua 1:8

Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and successful. 

4. If we are responsible for our ministry, God will be responsible for our studies.

Perhaps some of you have heard of the saying that 'As long as we do our best, God will do the rest.' This is true to a certain extent but has been misused to mean that as long as we 'serve' God hard in our 'ministry', even if we do not spend time studying, God will still help us to do well in our studies. Frankly, such people usually end up disappointed with God when they do not get good results. 

When we do our best, it does not mean only in doing spiritual work. It also means that we work hard in other areas of our lives. We have personal responsibility over lives and should not shirk from them. We should not only put effort into what we like to do only and ignore the rest. When we have done our best in all areas of our lives, as far as we can, and with a dependency on His grace and strength, we can expect to reap God-sized results. As Paul prays also night and day for God to supply what is lacking in his church, we should pray as well to ask God for strength to be excellent in all that we do.

Romans 14:11-12

11It is written:


“'As surely as I live,' says the Lord,


'every knee will bow before me;


every tongue will confess to God.'”

12So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 

1Thessalonians 3:10

Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 
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