Practical suggestions in managing our studies as a Christian

1. Set a clear goal to do your best in your studies

Make the goal meaningful by quantifying it. Tell yourself how many As and Bs you are hoping to achieve for the Lord. Work out how far you are now away from attaining the goal and some action points on how you can shorten it. Commit the goal and the shortcomings to the Lord. 

2. Know your syllabus

Sometimes students get stuck and spend a lot of time in Chapter 1 and 2 of their syllabus when they have up to 20 chapters to cover. This is due to a poor grasp of their syllabus. Study with the big picture in mind. You would then understand the significance of each chapter with relation to the others. You might even want to draw a mind map to help you visualize this even better.

If you have limited time, know what are the important chapters to cover and allocate more time to them. For the rest of the chapters, you can also ask around for advice from others about them. 

3. Plan your time

This is extremely important because you would then know how much time you realistically need to cover everything. As Christians, we know that we devote a significant portion to church, as well as to evangelism and family, and thus we must make every minute of our life count. Therefore, avoid planning your time too generally. Try to know from which hour to which hour exactly what subject and chapter you would be studying. This will be possible if you know your syllabus and you plan accordingly. Don't plan too ambitiously but leave some buffer time for last minute unforeseen commitments. 

If you have planned thoroughly but still find no time to complete certain sections, you may want to consult your shepherd on this. 

4. Help one another to study

Get yourselves into study groups. You can find help and prayer support from like-minded people and also assistance from people or seniors who study in the same subjects. It is also an extremely useful opportunity to invite your pre-believing friends to experience the fellowship.

5. Be prepared to sacrifice

Never study only when you feel like doing so. It is already a precursor to failure. If we want to excel in studies to glorify God, and for that matter, in anything we do for the Lord, there is always the need to put in sacrifice. Just like in Chronicles King David said: 

24But King David replied to Araunah, "No, I insist on paying the full price. I will not take for the LORD what is yours, or sacrifice a burnt offering that costs me nothing. 1Chronicles 21:24
This sacrifice may be in terms of our areas of comfort, like time for ourselves, being disciplined with our time, pushing our ourselves to be alert sometimes. But we know that at the end of the day, we can see the fruits of what we have sacrificed, and the approval of the Lord.  

6. Choose to study in the field that you can do well and in line with the needs of God's Kingdom. 

Be careful of what you choose as your core subjects. Do not just blindly follow the advice of your peers. Pray with your shepherd to see what is best for you to study, according to your giftings and strengths, and also what can contribute to the Kingdom of God most. 

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  Matthew 6:33
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