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Hope Singapore

A Care Group Church

Unity In A Care Group

I. Characteristics Of An Atmosphere Of Unity

Acts 2:42-47

42
They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.

43
Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.

44
All the believers were together and had everything in common.

45
Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.

46
Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

47
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.

1. There Is An Esprit de Corps Among The Members

Acts 2:44

All the believers were together and had everything in common.

1 Cor 12:14-16

14
Now the body is not made up of one part but of many.

15
If the foot should say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.

16
And if the ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body," it would not for that reason cease to be part of the body.

2. There Is A Spirit Of Camaraderie

John 13:35

By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another."

3. There Is A Sense Of ___________ To The Group, A Sense Of _______________

Acts 4:32

All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of his possessions was his own, but they shared everything they had.

4. There Is A Oneness In ____________ & ________________

Phil 2:2-4

2
then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.

3
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves.

4
Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others.

II. Benefits Of Being In Unity

1. It Brings A ____________________________ Atmosphere Into The Group

Ps 133:1

How good and pleasant it is when brothers live together in unity!

2. It Brings People To ______________

John 17:20-23

20
"My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message,

21
that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.

22
I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:

23
I in them and you in me. May they be brought to complete unity to let the world know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

3. It Brings God’s _______________ To The Group

Ps 133:2-3

2
It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on the beard, running down on Aaron's beard, down upon the collar of his robes.

3
It is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD bestows his blessing, even life forevermore.

4. It Brings __________________ To The Group Due To Synergy

Acts 6:2-4

2
So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, "It would not be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables.

3
Brothers, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them

4
and will give our attention to prayer and the ministry of the word."

Acts 6:7

So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith.

III. Causes Of Disunity

1 Cor 1:10

10
I appeal to you, brothers, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another so that there may be no divisions among you and that you may be perfectly united in mind and thought.

1. Differences In ______________, Personalities, Preferences Or ______________

Luke 10:38-42

38
As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a woman named Martha opened her home to him.

39
She had a sister called Mary, who sat at the Lord's feet listening to what he said.

40
But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!"

41
"Martha, Martha," the Lord answered, "you are worried and upset about many things,

42
but only one thing is needed. Mary has chosen what is better, and it will not be taken away from her."

2. Differences In ____________________________

Amos 3:3

Do two walk together unless they have agreed to do so?

3. Differences In _________________

Gal 2:11-13

11
When Peter came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he was clearly in the wrong.

12
Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group.

13
The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray.

4. Differences In ___________________

Gen 11:9

That is why it was called Babel-- because there the LORD confused the language of the whole world. From there the LORD scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

IV. Characteristics Of Leaders Which Can Cause Disunity

1. _______________, Biased Or Showing Disparity

Gen 37:3-4

3
Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him.

4
When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.

2. _________________ To Solve Problems

2 Sam 13:14

But he refused to listen to her, and since he was stronger than she, he raped her.

2 Sam 13:20

Her brother Absalom said to her, "Has that Amnon, your brother, been with you? Be quiet now, my sister; he is your brother. Don't take this thing to heart." And Tamar lived in her brother Absalom's house, a desolate woman.

2 Sam 13:20-22

20
Her brother Absalom said to her, "Has that Amnon, your brother, been with you? Be quiet now, my sister; he is your brother. Don't take this thing to heart." And Tamar lived in her brother Absalom's house, a desolate woman.

21
When King David heard all this, he was furious.

22
Absalom never said a word to Amnon, either good or bad; he hated Amnon because he had disgraced his sister Tamar.

3. ____________________

1 Sam 14:24

Now the men of Israel were in distress that day, because Saul had bound the people under an oath, saying, "Cursed be any man who eats food before evening comes, before I have avenged myself on my enemies!" So none of the troops tasted food.

1 Sam 14:27-30

27
But Jonathan had not heard that his father had bound the people with the oath, so he reached out the end of the staff that was in his hand and dipped it into the honeycomb. He raised his hand to his mouth, and his eyes brightened.

28
Then one of the soldiers told him, "Your father bound the army under a strict oath, saying, 'Cursed be any man who eats food today!' That is why the men are faint."

29
Jonathan said, "My father has made trouble for the country. See how my eyes brightened when I tasted a little of this honey.

30
How much better it would have been if the men had eaten today some of the plunder they took from their enemies. Would not the slaughter of the Philistines have been even greater?"

V. Attitudes Of Members Which Lead To Disunity

1. _________________

1 Cor 3:3

You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?

2. _________________

Rom 12:10

Be devoted to one another in brotherly love. Honor one another above yourselves.

3. ____________________

Mark 10:36-37

36
"What do you want me to do for you?" he asked.

37
They replied, "Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory."

Mark 10:41

When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John.

4. Credulity

2 Sam 15:3-4

3
Then Absalom would say to him, "Look, your claims are valid and proper, but there is no representative of the king to hear you."

4
And Absalom would add, "If only I were appointed judge in the land! Then everyone who has a complaint or case could come to me and I would see that he gets justice."

2 Sam 15:6

Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came to the king asking for justice, and so he stole the hearts of the men of Israel.

5. Quarrelsomeness

Prov 25:24

Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife.

VI. Warning Signals For Disunity

1. ____________________

Num 11:1

Now the people complained about their hardships in the hearing of the LORD, and when he heard them his anger was aroused. Then fire from the LORD burned among them and consumed some of the outskirts of the camp.

Num 11:4-5

4
The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If only we had meat to eat!

5
We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost-- also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic.

2. Being ____________________

Matt 20:23-25

23
Jesus said to them, "You will indeed drink from my cup, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared by my Father."

24
When the ten heard about this, they were indignant with the two brothers.

25
Jesus called them together and said, "You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them.

3. Being ______________________

2 Sam 15:1-2

1
In the course of time, Absalom provided himself with a chariot and horses and with fifty men to run ahead of him.

2
He would get up early and stand by the side of the road leading to the city gate. Whenever anyone came with a complaint to be placed before the king for a decision, Absalom would call out to him, "What town are you from?" He would answer, "Your servant is from one of the tribes of Israel."

2 Sam 15:6

Absalom behaved in this way toward all the Israelites who came to the king asking for justice, and so he stole the hearts of the men of Israel.
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