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A Committed Church

IV. CHARACTERISTICS OF COMMITMENT TO GOD

1. Desire to __________ and ______________________ with God

Ps 27:4-5

4
One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to seek him in his temple.

5
For in the day of trouble he will keep me safe in his dwelling; he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle and set me high upon a rock.

Ps 84:10

10
Better is one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere; I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God than dwell in the tents of the wicked.

Ps 130:6-7

6
My soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen wait for the morning, more than watchmen wait for the morning.

7
O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, for with the LORD is unfailing love and with him is full redemption.

Ps 143:6

6
I spread out my hands to you; my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

With one another

I Jn 1:3

3
We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 

2. ________________ in God

Neh 12:43

43
And on that day they offered great sacrifices, rejoicing because God had given them great joy. The women and children also rejoiced. The sound of rejoicing in Jerusalem could be heard far away. 

Ps 16:11

11
You have made known to me the path of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right hand. 

Ps 17:15

15
And I-- in righteousness I will see your face; when I awake, I will be satisfied with seeing your likeness. 

Ps 35:9

9
Then my soul will rejoice in the LORD and delight in his salvation. 

Rev 19:7

7
Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his bride has made herself ready. 

3. ____________ in God

3.1 In His ____________________

Matt 7:10-11

10
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?

11
If you, then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask him!

2 Cor 9:8

8
And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.

3.2 In His ________________

Heb 11:8

8
By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 

3.3 In His __________

Exod 14:13-14

13
Moses answered the people, "Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the LORD will bring you today. The Egyptians you see today you will never see again.

14
The LORD will fight for you; you need only to be still."

3.4 In His ____________________

Rom 10:13

13
for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 

With one another

Ruth 1:16-17

16
But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my God.

17
Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the LORD deal with me, be it ever so severely, if anything but death separates you and me."

4. __________ God’s will

2 Chr 34:3

3
In the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of his father David. In his twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of high places, Asherah poles, carved idols and cast images. 

4.1 Through His __________

Ps 119:10

10
I seek you with all my heart; do not let me stray from your commands. 

4.2 Through divine ______________________

Judg 6:36-40

36
Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel by my hand as you have promised--

37
look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save Israel by my hand, as you said."

38
And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew-- a bowlful of water.

39
Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test with the fleece. This time make the fleece dry and the ground covered with dew."

40
That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew.

IKing 18:33-38

33
He arranged the wood, cut the bull into pieces and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, "Fill four large jars with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood."

34
"Do it again," he said, and they did it again. "Do it a third time," he ordered, and they did it the third time.

35
The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench.

36
At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: "O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all these things at your command.

37
Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so these people will know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again."

38
Then the fire of the LORD fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones and the soil, and also licked up the water in the trench.

With one another

II Ki 2:2

2
Elijah said to Elisha, "Stay here; the LORD has sent me to Bethel." But Elisha said, "As surely as the LORD lives and as you live, I will not leave you." So they went down to Bethel. 

5. __________ God

2 Chr 31:20-21

20
This is what Hezekiah did throughout Judah, doing what was good and right and faithful before the LORD his God.

21
In everything that he undertook in the service of God's temple and in obedience to the law and the commands, he sought his God and worked wholeheartedly. And so he prospered.

Mark 1:19-20

19
When he had gone a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John in a boat, preparing their nets.

20
Without delay he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men and followed him.

John 4:34

"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work.

5.1 Despite ________________________ and ______________________

Acts 5:28-29

28
"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood."

29
Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!

Heb 10:36

36
You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 

5.2 Despite ____________

Dan 3:16-18

16
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.

17
If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king.

18
But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."

6. ____________ in God

6.1 To draw __________________

Ps 84:5

5
Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts on pilgrimage. 

Col 2:6-7

6
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him,

7
rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.

6.2 To be filled with ________________________

Acts 11:24

24
He was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were brought to the Lord. 

7. Walk in __________________________

7.1 ______________________ in sin

Ps 17:3

3
Though you probe my heart and examine me at night, though you test me, you will find nothing; I have resolved that my mouth will not sin. 

7.2 ______________ sin

Prov 8:13

13
To fear the LORD is to hate evil; I hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior and perverse speech. 

7.3 Walking in __________________

Gal 5:22-24

22
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

23
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.

24
Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.

8. ____________ God

John 21:15-17

15
When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs."

16
Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep."

17
The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep.

8.1 Regardless of ________________

1 Cor 9:12

12
If others have this right of support from you, shouldn't we have it all the more? But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything rather than hinder the gospel of Christ.

8.2 Regardless of __________________

Heb 11:24-27

24
By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter.

25
He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time.

26
He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward.

27
By faith he left Egypt, not fearing the king's anger; he persevered because he saw him who is invisible.

8.3 Regardless of ______________

Acts 7:57-58

57
At this they covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him,

58
dragged him out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their clothes at the feet of a young man named Saul.

9. __________ to God and His people

2 Cor 8:3-5

For I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to the saints. And they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then to us in keeping with God's will.

1 Chr 29:3

3
Besides, in my devotion to the temple of my God I now give my personal treasures of gold and silver for the temple of my God, over and above everything I have provided for this holy temple:

10. Give ____________ to God

10.1 ________________ about Him

Ps 78:3-5

3
what we have heard and known, what our fathers have told us.

4
We will not hide them from their children; we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, his power, and the wonders he has done.

5
He decreed statutes for Jacob and established the law in Israel, which he commanded our forefathers to teach their children,

10.2 ______________ and ________________ Him

Exod 15:1-2

1
Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: "I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea.

2
The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him.

With one another

Rom 16:3-4

3
Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus.

4
They risked their lives for me. Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.

