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Hope Singapore

A Rejoicing Church

Lesson 1
What Is Joy?

Introduction

Ephesians 1:22-23

22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 5:27

and to present her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless.

Luke 1:14

He will be a joy and delight to you, and many will rejoice because of his birth,

Psalm 122:1

I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the LORD."

Hebrews 12:22

But you have come to Mount Zion, to the heavenly Jerusalem, the city of the living God. You have come to thousands upon thousands of angels in joyful assembly,

1. Characteristics Of ____________________ Joy

1.1 It Does Not _________________

Job 20:5b

the joy of the godless lasts but a moment.

Joel 1:12

The vine is dried up and the fig tree is withered; the pomegranate, the palm and the apple tree--  all the trees of the field--are dried up. Surely the joy of mankind is withered away.

1.2 It Is _______________________

Proverbs 14:13

Even in laughter the heart may ache, and joy may end in grief.

1.3 It Focuses On Material Things, ________________ & __________________________

Ecclesiastes 8:15

So I commend the enjoyment of life, because nothing is better for a man under the sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany him in his work all the days of the life God has given him under the sun.

Proverbs 7:18

Come, let's drink deep of love till morning; let's enjoy ourselves with love!

1.4 It Is ________________ Happiness

Ecclesiastes 2:1-3
1 I thought in my heart, "Come now, I will test you with pleasure to find out what is good." But that also proved to be meaningless. 2 "Laughter," I said, "is foolish. And what does pleasure accomplish?" 3 I tried cheering myself with wine, and embracing folly--my mind still guiding me with wisdom. I wanted to see what was worthwhile for men to do under heaven during the few days of their lives.

Jeremiah 2:13

“My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, the spring of living water,

and have dug their own cisterns, broken cisterns that cannot hold water.

2. Characteristics Of ___________________

2.1 It Is A _____________________

Philippians 4:4

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice!
1 Thessalonians 5:16

Be joyful always;

2.2 It ____________ Our Minds & Emotions

Psalm 70:4

But may all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you; may those who love your salvation always say, "Let God be exalted!"
2.3 It Is _____________ Lasting

Isaiah 12:3

With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.

Psalm 46:4
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where the Most High dwells.
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