A Renewed Church

Lesson 4 : Causes of Spiritual Dryness

A)   External Causes

1.  ________________________________

Gal 1:6-7  “6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you by the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ.”

2John 1:7-8  “7Many deceivers, who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh, have gone out into the world. Any such person is the deceiver and the antichrist. 8Watch out that you do not lose what you have worked for, but that you may be rewarded fully.”

2.  ________________________________

Job 2:7-9  “So Satan went out from the presence of the LORD and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. 
9 His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!"

Ex 15:23-25  “When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah. [1] ) 24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?"  25 Then Moses cried out to the LORD , and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became sweet. There the LORD made a decree and a law for them, and there he tested them.

Ex 16:2-3  “In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death."

3.  ____________________________

Gen 27:41  “Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob."

4.  ______________________________________

Ps 49:16-18 “Do not be overawed when a man grows rich,  when the splendor of his house increases;  17 for he will take nothing with him when he dies, his splendor will not descend with him.  18 Though while he lived he counted himself blessed- and men praise you when you prosper”

Pr 21:17  “He who loves pleasure will become poor;  whoever loves wine and oil will never be rich.”

5.  __________________ to an unbeliever 

Ezra  9:1-2  “After these things had been done, the leaders came to me and said, "The people of Israel, including the priests and the Levites, have not kept themselves separate from the neighboring peoples with their detestable practices, like those of the Canaanites, Hittites, Perizzites, Jebusites, Ammonites, Moabites, Egyptians and Amorites. 2 They have taken some of their daughters as wives for themselves and their sons, and have mingled the holy race with the peoples around them. And the leaders and officials have led the way in this unfaithfulness."

1Kings 11:3-4  “He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray. 4 As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been.”

6.  Lack of __________________

Eze 34:6  “My sheep wandered over all the mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no one searched or looked for them.”

Jer 23:1-2  “"Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my pasture!" declares the LORD . 2 Therefore this is what the LORD , the God of Israel, says to the shepherds who tend my people: "Because you have scattered my flock and driven them away and have not bestowed care on them, I will bestow punishment on you for the evil you have done," declares the LORD .”

7.  The _____________________

1Pet 5:8-9  “8Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that your brothers throughout the world are undergoing the same kind of sufferings.”

B)  Internal Causes

1.  __________________________

Eze 20:13  “'Yet the people of Israel rebelled against me in the desert. They did not follow my decrees but rejected my laws-although the man who obeys them will live by them-and they utterly desecrated my Sabbaths. So I said I would pour out my wrath on them and destroy them in the desert.”

Jonah 1:1-3  “The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." 
3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD .”

2.  __________________

Num 14:1-4  “That night all the people of the community raised their voices and wept aloud. 2 All the Israelites grumbled against Moses and Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them, "If only we had died in Egypt! Or in this desert! 3 Why is the LORD bringing us to this land only to let us fall by the sword? Our wives and children will be taken as plunder. Wouldn't it be better for us to go back to Egypt?" 4 And they said to each other, "We should choose a leader and go back to Egypt."

John 12:37  “Even after Jesus had done all these miraculous signs in their presence, they still would not believe in him.”

3.  _________________________

Ex 16:2-3  “In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death."

Heb 12:15  “See to it that no one misses the grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile many.”

4.  ____________________

1Chron 21:1-3  “Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of Israel. 2 So David said to Joab and the commanders of the troops, "Go and count the Israelites from Beersheba to Dan. Then report back to me so that I may know how many there are." 
3 But Joab replied, "May the LORD multiply his troops a hundred times over. My lord the king, are they not all my lord's subjects? Why does my lord want to do this? Why should he bring guilt on Israel?"

1Chron 21:7-8  “This command was also evil in the sight of God; so he punished Israel. 
8 Then David said to God, "I have sinned greatly by doing this. Now, I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I have done a very foolish thing."

Eze 28:17  “Your heart became proud on account of your beauty,  and you corrupted your wisdom because of your splendor. So I threw you to the earth; I made a spectacle of you before kings.”

5.  _____________________________

Zep 3:2  “She obeys no one, she accepts no correction. She does not trust in the LORD , she does not draw near to her God.”

Mat 26:23  “Jesus replied, "The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl with me will betray me.”

Matt 26:25  “Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, "Surely not I, Rabbi?" 
Jesus answered, "Yes, it is you.”

Matt 26:48-49  “Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him." 49Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.”

6.  _________________

Num 20:10-12  “He and Aaron gathered the assembly together in front of the rock and Moses said to them, "Listen, you rebels, must we bring you water out of this rock?" 11 Then Moses raised his arm and struck the rock twice with his staff. Water gushed out, and the community and their livestock drank. 12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not trust in me enough to honor me as holy in the sight of the Israelites, you will not bring this community into the land I give them."

Jonah 3:10  “When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened.”

Jonah 4:1  “But Jonah was greatly displeased and became angry.”

7.  ______________________________________

Gen 27:41  “Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob."”

Gen 4:5  “but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.”

Gen 4:8  “Now Cain said to his brother Abel, "Let's go out to the field." [1] And while they were in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him.”

8.  _________________________

1Sam 18:7-9  “As they danced, they sang:  "Saul has slain his thousands,  and David his tens of thousands."  8 Saul was very angry; this refrain galled him. "They have credited David with tens of thousands," he thought, "but me with only thousands. What more can he get but the kingdom?" 9 And from that time on Saul kept a jealous eye on David.”

Acts 5:14  “Miriam and Aaron began to talk against Moses because of his Cushite wife, for he had married a Cushite. 2 "Has the LORD spoken only through Moses?" they asked. "Hasn't he also spoken through us?" And the LORD heard this.”

9.  ___________________________

Gen 4:5  “but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was very angry, and his face was downcast.”

Gen 27:41  “41 Esau held a grudge against Jacob because of the blessing his father had given him. He said to himself, "The days of mourning for my father are near; then I will kill my brother Jacob."

10.  ___________________________________

Ex 16:2-3  “In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death."

Num 11:4-6  “The rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, "If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fish we ate in Egypt at no cost-also the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything but this manna!"

11.  __________________

Neh 4:8  “They all plotted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and stir up trouble against it.”

Neh 4:10-12  “Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, "The strength of the laborers is giving out, and there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall."  11 Also our enemies said, "Before they know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the work."  12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten times over, "Wherever you turn, they will attack us."

12.  _______________________

Luke 18:22-23  “When Jesus heard this, he said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me." 23When he heard this, he became very sad, because he was a man of great wealth.”

Acts 5:1-3  “Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of property. 2With his wife's full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, but brought the rest and put it at the apostles' feet. 3Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your heart that you have lied to the Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you received for the land?”

13.  ___________________________

2Tim 4:10  “10for Demas, because he loved this world, has deserted me and has gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, and Titus to Dalmatia.”

John 12:42-43  “Yet at the same time many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the Pharisees they would not confess their faith for fear they would be put out of the synagogue; 43for they loved praise from men more than praise from God.”

14.  ______________________________

2Tim 3:1-4  “1But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 2People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God”
15.  ______________________________________

1Cor 8:7  “7But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled.”

1Cor 8:9  “Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak.”
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