Lesson One

Definition and significance of vision

Introduction

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Definition of Vision

1. What  Vision is not

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.1. It is merely a __________________

Lot
Genesis 19:16
When he hesitated, the men grasped his hand and the hands of his wife and of his two daughters and led them safely out of the city, for the LORD was merciful to them.

Genesis 19:12-13

Genesis 19:17-20

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Esau

Genesis 25:29-32
Once when Jacob was cooking some stew, Esau came in from the open country, famished. 30 He said to Jacob, "Quick, let me have some of that red stew! I'm famished!" (That is why he was also called Edom.) 31 Jacob replied, "First sell me your birthright."

 32 "Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?"

Genesis 27:33-36

Genesis 27:38
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Israelites’ desire to be free from Egypt

Exodus 16:3

The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death."

Numbers 20:3

Numbers 14:1-4

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.2.    It is not a __________________

Matthew 20:21
"What is it you want?" he asked. 
She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom."
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. What vision is
Genesis 15:1
After this, the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: 
"Do not be afraid, Abram. 
I am your shield,
your very great reward. "
Isaiah 1:11
"The multitude of your sacrifices- 
what are they to me?" says the LORD. 
"I have more than enough of burnt offerings, 
of rams and the fat of fattened animals; 
I have no pleasure 
in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats.

Luke 24:23
but didn't find his body. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.

Acts 11:5

"I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. I saw something like a large sheet being let down from heaven by its four corners, and it came down to where I was.

Acts 2:17

In the last days, God says, 

I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your young men will see visions, 
your old men will dream dreams.
Ezekiel 43:3
The vision I saw was like the vision I had seen when he came to destroy the city and like the visions I had seen by the Kebar River, and I fell facedown.

Numbers 24:4

Genesis 46:2

1 Samuel 3:15

Ezekiel 8:4



Ezekiel 11:24

Ezekiel 12:22

Proverbs 29:18

1 Samuel 3:1



Isaiah 29:7

Isaiah 21:2

Proverbs 22:29

Numbers 24:4

Lamentations 2:14

Joel 2:28


2 Samuel 7:17

Job 4:13


Luke 1:22


Acts 26:19


2 Corinthians 12:1

Matthew 17:9

Acts 7:31


Acts 9:10


Acts 10:3


Acts 16:9


Acts 18:9


Revelations 9:17

Something God shows us supernaturally; appearance of the thing seen; a dream, revelation or oracle; foresight; supernatural spectacle; inspired appearance

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Elements of a vision

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.1. It is a _________________________

Exodus 3:7-8

The LORD said, "I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8 So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey-the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.

Joshua 1:1-4
After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD , the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses' aide: 2 "Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them-to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates-all the Hittite country-to the Great Sea on the west.

Genesis 6:13-16

Genesis 12:1

Hebrews 11:8-10

Samuel 7:1-2



2 Kings 2:9

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.2. It is __________________

1 Samuel 3:11-12
And the LORD said to Samuel: "See, I am about to do something in Israel that will make the ears of everyone who hears of it tingle. 12 At that time I will carry out against Eli everything I spoke against his family-from beginning to end.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.3. It __________________ our dreams

It does not yet __________________

Genesis 15:2

But Abram said, "O Sovereign LORD, what can you give me since I remain childless and the one who will inherit my estate is Eliezer of Damascus?"

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It is __________________

Genesis 25

2 Samuel 7

2 Kings 3

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

It is __________________

Haggai 2:9
'The glory of this present house will be greater than the glory of the former house,' says the LORD Almighty. 'And in this place I will grant peace,' declares the LORD Almighty."

Romans 15:20

It has always been my ambition to preach the gospel where Christ was not known, so that I would not be building on someone else's foundation.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.4.  It is __________________ in nature
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.5.  It is __________________

Nehemiah 2:7-8
I also said to him, "If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king's forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests.

2 Corinthians 11:2

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Significance of Vision

1. God is a God of vision

1.1.  God’s vision _______________________________
Ephesians 1:4-5
For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will

Ephesians 3:9-11
and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Matthew 25:34

Acts 15:16-18

Romans 16:25-26

Ephesians 1:9-10

Colossians 1:26

2 Timothy 1:9-10

Titus 1:2


1 Peter 1:20


Revelations 13:8

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.2.  God’s vision is __________________

2 Corinthians 4:17-18
For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.

2 Corinthians 5:1
Now we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands.

Psalms 119:89

Psalms 119:160

Habakkuk 3:6

Ephesians 3:11

Titus 1:2

Hebrews 9:12

Hebrews 9:15

Hebrews 13:20

Revelations 14:6

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.3.  God’s vision is_______________________________________________​

In the __________________

Genesis 1:26-28

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them. 
28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In __________________

Romans 8:28-30

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In the __________________

Ephesians 3:9-11

and to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all things. 10His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms, 11according to his eternal purpose which he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In each _________________________

Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the plans I have for you," declares the LORD , "plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.

John 10:27-29
My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand. 29My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.

John 10:14

Matthew 10:29-30

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1.4.  God’s vision is __________________

Psalms 33:11
But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, 
the purposes of his heart through all generations.

Colossians 3:10
and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator.

2 Corinthians 3:16-18

Hebrews 2:10-11

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.5. God does everything ___________________________________ 

Isaiah 14:24
The LORD Almighty has sworn, 

"Surely, as I have planned, so it will be, 
and as I have purposed, so it will stand.

Ephesians 1:11
In him we were also chosen, having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will,

Psalms 115:3

Psalms 135:6

Proverbs 19:21

Isaiah 46:10-11

Daniel 4:35



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

1.6. God will __________________ all His visions

Numbers 23:19

God is not a man, that he should lie, 
nor a son of man, that he should change his mind. 
Does he speak and then not act? 
Does he promise and not fulfill?

Revelations 11:15
The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 
 "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, 
and he will reign for ever and ever."

Psalms 89:34

Isaiah 14:24

Isaiah 40:8

Isaiah 48:3



Isaiah 55:11

Habakkuk 2:3

Matthew 24:35

Romans 8:28-30



Romans 9:11

2 Timothy 1:9

Daniel 2:44

Daniel 9:24-27

Isaiah 2:2


Daniel 9:24

Amos 9:11


Micah 4:1


Acts 3:19


Acts 3:21

1 Corinthians 10:11

Galatians 4:4

Hebrews 9:10

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Jesus had vision in His ministry

2.1.  Jesus had a _____________________________________

Isaiah 61:1
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 
because the LORD has anointed me 
to preach good news to the poor. 
He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim freedom for the captives 
and release from darkness for the prisoners,

John 4:34
"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish his work. 

Luke 19:10

John 6:33


John 6:38


John 5:36


John17:4

John 19:30

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.2.  Jesus did everything ___________________________________

Mark 8:31
He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.

John 19:30
When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit.

Mark 1:38-39

Mark 6:5


Luke 4:43-44

Luke 9:1-2


Luke10:1 Matthew 4:23

Matthew 9:35

Luke 6:19


Luke 9:11


Luke 9:22

Luke 17:25



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.3.  Jesus _______________________ for the vision

Mark 6:31-34
Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even have a chance to eat, he said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 
32So they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. 33But many who saw them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of them. 34When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them, because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many things.

Mark 3:20
Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were not even able to eat.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Man is created to have vision

3.1.  Man is created in ___________________________

Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground." 
27 So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God he created him; 
male and female he created them.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.2.  Man is created to have a _____________________

Genesis 1:28
God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."

Genesis 1:26-27
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.3.  God has __________​​​​​​__________ His vision _______________________

Genesis 15:4-6
Then the word of the LORD came to him: "This man will not be your heir, but a son coming from your own body will be your heir." 5 He took him outside and said, "Look up at the heavens and count the stars-if indeed you can count them." Then he said to him, "So shall your offspring be." 6 Abram believed the LORD, and he credited it to him as righteousness.

Acts 1:8
But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."

Genesis 12:2-3

2 Samuel 7:9-11

Isaiah 2:2-3

Matthew 28:18-20



__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.4.  God gave man the ________________________________________

Matthew 28:18
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.

Genesis 2:19-20

Romans 12:6

Ephesians 4:12

1 Corinthians 12:4-7

Matthew 28:20

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Jesus has given the church His vision

4.1.  The church ______________________ the vision of Christ

Ephesians 1:22-23

And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.

Ephesians 4:15-16
Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work.

Ephesians 5:23

Colossians 1:18

Colossians 2:19

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.2.  The church was ________________ to fulfill the ___________________

The _____________________ aspect

Mark 16:15
He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the good news to all creation.

Luke 9:6
So they set out and went from village to village, preaching the gospel and healing people everywhere.

Mark 16:19-20
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The _____________________ aspect

Ephesians 4:13

until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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