Living a life of integrity

Daniel 3

Introduction

Definition of integrity is honesty and trustworthiness.

Now, let’s do a little exercise, try to recall an encounter when you broke the law of integrity. Either you had lied, cheated or that you have stolen...

(Allow not more than 5 mins to recall, and then share the consequences of cheating or any of the acts mentioned above. E.g. caught by authorities/teachers, parents had to see Principal, got punished or beaten up by parents....etc.)

So much about our unforgettable cheating encounters that we have shared, let us now learn from Daniel & his three friends on how we can live a life of integrity.
1. Do what is right despite being the minority. (v7, v12)

7 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the peoples, nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.

12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon-Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego-who pay no attention to you, O king. They neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up."

Exodus 23:2a

2 "Do not follow the crowd in doing wrong.
So many times we find cheating so 'cool', especially during exam as if it is a courageous thing to do. We even feel proud. Some even enjoy boasting about this disgracing act in front of their friends. 
Perhaps, some of us even experience "friends" Laughing at us just because we chose not to copy from others, even when you really don’t know the answer to the questions. 

Let's stand firm in doing the right things, Upholding our integrity for our Glorious God and ultimately for our own benefits and for our friends.

Instead of helping your friend to cheat why not help her before the exam/test?

Daniel 1:8

8 But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the chief official for permission not to defile himself this way.

Keep a Clear conscience B4 God!

3 Reasons why we need to keep a clear conscience:

· We are accountable to God for whatever we do.

· Even if we passed our exams with flying colors, we will not be truly glad
· We'll not disappoint our parents.

 

2. Do what is right despite facing any consequences. (v14-18)

14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipes and all kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?" 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."

Daniel & friends chose to obey God rather than man.

Acts 5:28-29

28"We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name," he said. "Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man's blood." 
29Peter and the other apostles replied: "We must obey God rather than men!

We need to stand up for integrity even if it is to our disadvantages.

Integrity is standing up for what is RIGHT even when you are doing it alone!

Ask ourselves now. As Christians we have been upholding the standards of God in our lives?

Or are we the ones who compromise His standards because it is tough to do so and because others are compromising too?

Daniel 6:4-5
4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, "We will never find any basis for charges against this man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God."

In this world, people think that as long as you are not caught doing wrong, it is fine. But GOD says that even the thoughts of sinful desire are sin. How much more talking about committing a sin?
Deut 25:14-16
14 Do not have two differing measures in your house-one large, one small. 15 You must have accurate and honest weights and measures, so that you may live long in the land the LORD your God is giving you. 16 For the LORD your God detests anyone who does these things, anyone who deals dishonestly.

God is a God of Integrity. Since God has created us all in His likeness, we should uphold integrity in our everyday living too!

Lastly, remember you have to give an account to God and not to men.

 

3. Do what is right will result in God’s blessings. (v25-26,30) 
25 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods." 
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!" 
So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 30 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

What you sow in God's way will reap in God's results. 
Deut 28:1, 13
1 If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth. 13 The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom.
In conclusion, do everything in the right way, with the right heart and God will bless you at the right time. 
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