Being an effective Time Manager 

Nehemiah 2:1-9

Every bit of our time amounts to our life. When we waste time, we are actually wasting away our lives. TIME= LIFE When we fail to plan, we plan to fail.
1. Establish A goal – around the purpose (v3-5)

3 but I said to the king, "May the king live forever! Why should my face not look sad when the city where my fathers are buried lies in ruins, and its gates have been destroyed by fire?" 4 The king said to me, "What is it you want?" Then I prayed to the God of heaven, 5 and I answered the king, "If it pleases the king and if your servant has found favor in his sight, let him send me to the city in Judah where my fathers are buried so that I can rebuild it."

A goal without a life purpose is not a goal.

“What do you see yourself as in the future? What do you want to achieve?”

Living life without having a goal is like living life without a focus. We have to move towards our focus in life or else, we would be moving around in circles (trapped in our daily routine). 

1Cor 9:26
Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.

Goals are like signposts along the street. They give us a sense of direction in life.

Having good time management is not being busy but being busy with a purpose.

2 Cor 10:13 

But we will not boast of authority we do not have. Our goal is to stay within the boundaries of God's plan for us and this plan includes our working there with you. (New living translation version)
2. Set a deadline –with clear activities (v6-8)

6 Then the king, with the queen sitting beside him, asked me, "How long will your journey take, and when will you get back?" It pleased the king to send me; so I set a time. 7 I also said to him, "If it pleases the king, may I have letters to the governors of Trans-Euphrates, so that they will provide me safe-conduct until I arrive in Judah? 8 And may I have a letter to Asaph, keeper of the king's forest, so he will give me timber to make beams for the gates of the citadel by the temple and for the city wall and for the residence I will occupy?" And because the gracious hand of my God was upon me, the king granted my requests.

“How’re you going to reach your goal? When are you going to do it?”
To set a deadline is actually a statement of faith. 

You believe God that it’s possible to reach the goal in due time.

Count your days and make your days count for God.
 

Psalm 90:12

Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Eph 5:15-16
Be very careful, then, how you live--not as unwise but as wise, making the most of every opportunity, because the days are evil. 
God gives us 86400 seconds each day.
Ecclesiastes 8:6a 

For there is a proper time and procedure for every matter
3. Carry out the plan – with diligence (v9)
9So I went to the governors of Trans-Euphrates and gave them the king's letters. The king had also sent army officers and cavalry with me. Nehemiah put his plans into actions.
“Am I doing it?” The enemy of effective time management is PROCRASTINATION. (Delaying it)

The root of procrastination is laziness. 
Proverbs 6:9-11 

How long will you lie there, you sluggard? When will you get up from your sleep? A little sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest and poverty will come on you like a bandit and scarcity like an armed man. 
1 Peter 5:8
Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.
Time management develop our character in the area of being faithful: faithfulness

Hebrews 6:11-12

We want each of you to show this same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure. We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and patience inherit what has been promised. 

1 Corinthians 4:2

Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 

Be faithful steward of time.

Be diligent, responsible and have a spirit of excellence. Do your best and leave the rest to God!
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