Draft By-Laws

a. Division of Trauma Psychology

(A Division of the American Psychological Association)

Article I 

Name and Purpose

b. The name of this organization shall be the Division of Trauma Psychology[ a division of the American Psychological Association]

c. The purpose of this Division shall be to promote the general objectives of the APA and the development of the field of psychological study of trauma and disaster in its scientific, professional, educational, and public policy development aspects; and to advance scientific inquiry, training and professional practice in the area of trauma treatment as a means of furthering health and human welfare.

Article II

A.  Membership

d. There shall be five categories of membership in the Division: Member, Fellow, Associate, Professional Affiliate and Student Affiliate.

a. Members, Fellows, Associates, and Student Affiliates shall hold equivalent membership status in the American Psychological Association. 

e. The category of Professional Affiliate is open to professionals who are non-members of the APA who wish to affiliate with the Division

B. Members, Associates and Fellows shall be entitled to the following rights and privileges:

f. To attend and participate in the meetings of the Division and to receive its publications

g. To hold office, serve on committees of the Division and vote in its election

a. To qualify as a Fellow, an individual shall be:

h. A Member of the Division

i. Nominated to the category of Fellow by the Division’s Committee on Fellows, following standard procedures utilized by the American Psychological Association

C. Student Affiliates shall be matriculated students in psychology or a related field. They shall be entitled to the following rights and privileges:

j. To attend and participate in the meetings of the Division and to receive its publications

D. To vote for the Student Representative to the Executive Council and to serve as student members of committees

E.  Professional Affiliates shall be professionals in the field of trauma studies who are not members of the APA. They shall be entitled to the following rights and privileges:

k. To attend and participate in the meetings of the Division and to receive its publications

1. To vote for the Professional Affiliate Representative to the Executive Council and to serve as members of committees

Article III 

Officers

l. The Officers of the Division shall be a President, President-Elect, Past-President, Secretary and Treasurer. All Officers shall be members of the Executive Council of the Division

A. The term of office of President, President-Elect and Past-President shall be one year. The term of office of Secretary and Treasurer shall be three years.

m. All officers shall be a Member, Fellow, or Voting Associate Member of the Division.

B. The President-Elect shall succeed to any unexpired term of a President who is unable to serve her/his full term.

n. The Secretary shall keep and disseminate minutes of all business meetings of the Division, shall update the Division’s handbook on policies and procedures, shall assist the President in preparing the agenda for meetings, shall coordinate the Division’s listserv and Website,  shall coordinate with the Division Services Office of the American Psychological Association, and shall perform all other usual duties of a secretary.

o. The Treasurer shall prepare the budget of the Division, shall oversee custody of the membership funds and property of the Division, shall disburse and receive funds, shall serve as chair of the Finance Committee, and shall perform all other usual duties of a Treasurer.

C. Officers shall assume their positions on January 1 of each calendar year.

D. Elected officers may run for two consecutive terms.

a. Article IV 

Executive Council

p. There shall be an Executive Council of the Division. Its membership shall consist of the following persons:

q. The elected Officers of the Division

r. Representative(s) to the APA Council of Representatives

s. Three members at large, of whom one will be chosen from a slate of ethnic minority members of the Division, to be elected to three-year staggered terms.

b. The Student Representative

c. The Professional Affiliate Representative

t. The Editor of the Division’s Newsletter

u. The Editor of the Division’s Journal

v. Chairs of all standing committees of the Division

B. The Executive Council shall met at least twice yearly, with one meeting occurring at the time and place of the annual convention of the American Psychological Association. Additional meetings may be called as needed by the President with the concurrence of a majority of the members of the Executive Council

w. There shall be an annual open business meeting of the Division held during the annual convention of the American Psychological Association

x. All members of the Division in whatever category are welcome to attend any meetings of the Executive Council unless there has been a 2/3 vote to declare an executive session. Only members of the Executive Council may vote at Executive Council meetings.

y. There shall be an Executive Committee of the Executive Council. The Executive Committee is authorized to make decisions on behalf of the Division as needed between regularly scheduled business meetings. The Executive Committee shall meet on the call of the President or of any three other Officers. The membership of the Executive Committee shall consist of the following persons:

z. The elected Officers of the Division

a. The Members at Large

b. The Student Representative

C. The Professional Affiliate Representative

aa. Any officer or Council member may be removed from office before the expiration of her/his term by a 2/3 vote of the voting members present at a meeting if, in the opinion of the Executive Council, it appears that the best interests of the Division are not being served by the person in question.

Article V  

Committees

ab. The Committees of the Division shall consist of such standing committees as are provided by these bylaws, such ad hoc committees as shall be established by the President with the concurrence of the Executive Council, and such task forces or working groups as shall be established as a prerogative of the President. Ad hoc committees, task forces, and working groups shall, unless reappointed for a subsequent year or years, sunset at the end of one year. Meetings of committees are open to all members of the Division unless an executive session is declared by a 2/3 vote of the committee members. The Chair of any committee shall cast a vote only in the case of a tie

ac. The Standing Committees shall be as follows:

ad. Finance Committee. This committee shall be chaired by the Treasurer of the Division, and shall consist of the Past-President, one Member-at-Large, [the Chair of the Investment Committee], and an additional person appointed by the President. The Finance Committee shall receive and make recommendations to the Executive Council on all budgetary requests over 100.00

ae. Program Committee. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President, and shall consist of the President-Elect, and those members of the Division chosen by the Chair. This committee shall be responsible for soliciting, evaluating, and selecting scientific and professional contributions to be presented as part of the Division’s annual meeting program, in coordination with the Board of Convention Affairs of the American Psychological Association

af. Nominations and Elections. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President, and shall consist of those members of the Division chosen by the Chair. It shall be responsible for soliciting nominations for elected offices in the Division, conducting elections in coordination with the Elections Office of the American Psychological Association, and preparing proposed changes to the Division’s by-laws for vote as needed.

ag. Fellows. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President. This individual shall hold the rank of Fellow in the American Psychological Association. The committee shall consist of such additional members as are solicited by the Chair, providing that those individuals also hold the rank of Fellow in the APA. This committee shall be responsible for soliciting and evaluating applications for Fellow status in the Division, and communicating those recommendations to the Membership Committee of the APA.

ah. Students. This committee shall be chaired by the elected Student Representative, and shall consist of any student members of the Division. It shall be responsible for coordinating activities with APAGS, and for developing programming for student members of the Division in coordination with the Executive Council.

ai. International. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President. This individual should either: a. reside outside of the United States or b. have a demonstrated history of international activity in the field of trauma studies. This committee shall consist of those individuals solicited by the Chair, and shall be responsible for representing international concerns to the Division.

aj. Diversity and multicultural concerns. This committee shall be chaired by an individual, appointed by the President. This individual should either: a. be a member of a historically underrepresented group in the field of trauma studies, such as people of color, lesbians and gays, people with disabilities or b. have a demonstrated history of activism for the inclusion of historically underrepresented groups. This committee shall consist of the ethnic minority Member at Large and those individuals solicited by the Chair, and shall be responsible for representing issues of diversity and multicultural competence to the Division

ak. Publications. This committee shall be co-chaired by the Editors of the Division Newsletter, who is appointed by the President, and the Editor of the Division’s Journal, who is selected by a committee appointed by the Executive Council. Members of this committee shall also include the Past-President, one Member at Large, and at least two other persons to be solicited by the co-chairs. This committee shall be responsible for the preparation and publication of the Division’s official publications, and for developing standards for the acceptance of printed materials for approval by the Executive Council.

al. Membership. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President, and shall consist of such individuals solicited by the Chair. It shall be responsible for membership recruitment and retention, and coordinate the membership list with the APA Office of Division Services.

am. Liaison. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President, and shall consist of such individuals solicited by the chair. It shall be responsible for maintaining and reporting on liaison with other trauma-focused professional organizations, including but not limited to the ISTSS and ISSD.

1. Education and training. This committee shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President and those individuals solicited by the Chair. It shall be responsible for encouraging education and training at doctoral and post-doctoral levels in the science and practice of trauma studies. 


2. There shall be a Sub-Committee on Continuing Professional Education. It shall be chaired by an individual appointed by the President and those individual solicited by the Chair. It shall be responsible for the development and offering of continuing education programs related to the psychological study of trauma. It shall report to the Education and Training Committee

an. Awards. This committee shall be co-chaired by the President-Elect and Past-President and shall consist of those individuals solicited by the co-chairs. It shall be responsible for the development and recommendation of awards by the Division, for the creation of awards criteria, and for the appointment of ad hoc committees to select recipients of awards.

B. In addition to its responsibilities for carrying out those operations specified in Section B of these By-laws, each Standing Committee shall have the privilege of recommending procedures, new policies or policy changes and/or amendments to these By-laws to the Executive Council.

C. It shall be the responsibility of the Chair of each Standing Committee and ad hoc committee, task force, or working group to submit a written report on its operations and recommendations to the Executive Council twice yearly, during the meetings of the Council.

a. The Executive Council is empowered to authorize the formation of ad hoc committees to accomplish the goals of the Division

b. Each ad hoc committee shall have a specific charge for a specified period of time and shall be subject to annual review.

D. Chairs shall be appointed by the President in consultation with the Executive Council, and shall be empowered to solicit committee members

a. The President is empowered to authorize the formation of ad hoc task forces or working groups to accomplish the goals of the Division

b. Each ad hoc task force or working group shall have a specific charge for a specified period of time and shall be subject to annual review.

E. Chairs shall be appointed by the President and shall be empowered to solicit committee members

a. Chairs of ad hoc committees, task forces or working groups must be Members, Fellows or Associates of the Division unless otherwise specified above.

Article VI Nominations and Elections

b. The Committee on Nominations and Elections, as described in Article V Section B part c shall solicit nominations via a nominating ballot distributed to all members of the Division by February 15th, as well as via other means (e.g., Division listserv and Website).

A. There shall be a minimum of two candidate for each elective office. If, once nominations are tallied, there is an insufficient number of candidates, the committee is empowered to directly solicit individuals to run for office.

c. Officers of the Division shall be elected by a plurality vote of the members on a mail ballot on which the names shall appear in alphabetical order. The Hare system of ranking candidates shall be utilized.

d. The Committee is responsible for certifying and reporting the results of the election to the Executive Council, to all those whose names appeared on the ballots, and to the Division through the Newsletter and Website.

B. In the case of death, incapacity, or resignation of any elected officer, the vacant office shall be filled by a vote of the membership to occur within 90 days of the vacancy of the office.

C. At any time that the Division may have more than one seat on the APA Council of Representatives, at least one of those additional seats shall be filled by a slate consisting entirely of self-identified persons of color who are members of one of the four recognized U.S. ethnic minority groups.

Article VII 

Meetings

e. The Division shall hold an annual scientific and professional meeting at the time and place of the annual convention of the American Psychological Association for the presentation of scientific papers and the discussion of professional matters in the fields of the Division’s interests. The Division shall coordinate its program with and shall participate in the program of the APA

f. There shall be one open Membership Business meeting of the Division to occur in conjunction with the annual convention of the APA. All members in all categories of membership are eligible to attend, participate, and to place items on the agenda for discussion. Such items must be submitted to the Secretary no less than 24 hours prior to the start of the Membership Business meeting

g. Other scientific, professional and/or business meetings of the Division may be called by the President with the concurrence of the Executive Council.

Article VIII

Finances

A. The assessment of any membership dues or special fees shall be recommended by the 2/3 vote of the Executive Council. 

B. The Executive Committee, on recommendation of the Finance Committee and Treasurer, shall endorse an annual budget of anticipated income and expenditures, which shall be presented for review and approval of the members at the annual Membership business meeting.

h. Disbursement of the funds of the Division shall be made as follows:

i. The Executive Council shall authorize disbursements within the amounts of the approved budget which are consistent with the bylaws of the Division and of the APA.

a. The Treasurer, with the concurrence of the Finance Committee, is authorized to reallocate unexpended funds from one category to another, provided only that the total expenses for the year are not exceeded.

j. Once a budget has been approved, disbursement of any amount for items not contained in the approved budget but for purposes consistent with the objectives of the Division may be authorized by a 2/3 vote of the Executive Council, provided only that such expenditure will not require an increase in the approved dues assessment during the fiscal year in which it shall be made.

k. The Treasurer is authorized to open bank accounts and sign checks on behalf of the Division and to direct the disbursement of funds.

C. All contracts and other financial documents, other than checks, necessary to undertake programs approved by the Executive Council in accordance with these bylaws shall be jointly executed by the President and Treasurer.

l. In the event of the dissolution of the Division, all unencumbered funds in the Division treasury at that time will be turned over to the APA.

Article IX

Amendments

m. A. These bylaws shall be amended either by mail or verifiable electronic ballot. An amendment to these bylaws may be proposed by a majority of the Executive Council or gay a petition of 3% or 25 members, whichever is greater, presented to the Executive Council. The proposed amendment will be disseminated to the members via a method approved by the Executive Council, with a voting period of 60 days. Unless amendment is urgent, all proposed amendments to these bylaws must be submitted for a vote at the time of Division elections. An affirmative vote of a simple majority of votes cast shall be required to ratify the amendment which shall be effective immediately.

