SOUTHWEST MICHIGAN COUNCIL

         BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

APPLICATION FOR POLAR BEAR AWARD

FILED IN BEHALF OF ____________________________________    _____________

                                                 (Name of Applicant)                                     (Unit #)

(    )  Second Class Scout

(    )  First Class  Scout

(    )  Explorer

(    )  Adult Scouter

who hereby certifies that he completed

the requirements for a Polar Bear

Award as shown below:

I lived out-of-doors for at least 24

Hours on ___________________

                           (date)

at _________________________

                (location of camp)

Temperature ranged from _____ to _____.

Snow cover was _______ inches deep.

My menu was as follows:

         Breakfast                         Dinner                                  Supper

	
	
	


To pack my equipment in to camp, I used a ________________________________

My buddies (if any) on this Polar Bear Camp were:

1. _____________________________      3. _________________________________

2. _____________________________      4. _________________________________

                                                 Signed ______________________________________

Leader’s Statement:  Through personal conversation with the candidate, or from personal observation of his camp, I feel satisfied that he has qualified for the Polar Bear Award.

Signed ________________________________________     Date ________________

                                 (Unit Leader)

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE POLAR BEAR AWARD

A real woodsman knows how to care for himself in the out-of-doors in the winter as well as in the summer.  Scouts, given the opportunity, find winter camping an enjoyable and challenging venture.  In order to stimulate this kind of activity in the Southwest Michigan Council, certain requirements for earning the Polar Bear Award have been formulated by the Camping Committee.  There are two parts to be considered:

Part I - -  The Candidate Prepares for the Venture

1.   Before the actual camp out, his unit leader must be sure of his knowledge of the 

      following things:

a. Types of clothing, bedding, and equipment needed for winter camping.

b. Cleanliness and safety in care of the campsite and equipment.

c. Cleanliness and safety in care of food, fires and health.

2.  Candidates must describe to his unit leader the emergency measures he might take in 

     case he were lost overnight in the woods in below freezing temperatures with only  

     equipment he might normally carry on his person (his pack is excluded).

Part II - - The Actual Winter Camping Experience

1.  The award is available to First Class Scouts, Explorers, adult leaders, and Second 

     Class Scouts deemed by their adult leaders to have had enough training and 

     preparation to successfully carry out the requirements for the award.

2.  It must be earned in Michigan during the month of December, January, February, or 

     March, and during weather that is 20 F or below at some time during the 24 hours and 

     with some snow on the ground.

3.  It may be done in any location where permission has been granted by the owner.

4.  Transportation may be provided to a point no less than ½ miles from the prospective 

     campsite.  Equipment and food for the venture must be packed in the last ½ miles, 

     either on back, by sled, or by toboggan.

5.  The camping may be done on an individual basis or two, three or four candidates may 

     pool food and equipment, provided each carries his share of the following:

     a.  Eat (3 meals) and sleep out-of-doors for at least 24 hours in the camp he/they set   

          up;

b. Prepare a menu to suit cold weather (approved by unit leader);

c. Furnish and pack in his/their food, cooking/eating utensils;

d. Prepare and cook his/their food according to the menu;

e. Improvise a shelter, or a tent may be used.  (The shelter may be constructed of poles covered by tarps, pieces of canvas or polyethelene thrown over poles, to form a lean-to appearance). Since all shelters are flammable, special precaution must be taken in the use of fires.

6.  Only open fires may be used for cooking and heating. No gas or propane stoves are 

     permitted.

7. Careful cleanup of campsite before leaving.

	The Polar Bear Award is in the form of an embroidery temporary emblem to be worn on the right pocket of the uniform only.  It may be purchased for $1.20.  Repeater segments  $0.75.


