      The text I will analyze is chosen from newspaper “Today”, page 21. The newspaper “ Today” is a kind of free given newspaper and it depends on the advertisements it carries to get the cost back. In order that people read it, the articles in it must be interesting. Therefore the social function of the article I chose is mainly for entertainment. In order to attract readers’ attention and interest the readers the writer of the text that I chose uses various ways. But in this analysis I’ll focus on the Themes the writer uses in the text and how the Themes serve the purpose of the writer. 

      According to Halliday and Hasan (Halliday & Hasan, 1985), Text is any living language that plays some part in a context of situation. It is a social interactive event and/or a social exchange of meanings.  It can be an event or a process. Every clause or sentence in a text is organized around a particular element that is taken as its point of departure. The point of departure in a sentence is Theme. The choice of Themes is related to what Fries (1983) calls the method of development of a text. The choice of Theme has connection with the social purpose of the text and reflects the writer’s intention because what the writer starts with is what the writer prepares the reader for. The writer shapes the readers’ expectations by using the Themes to consistently draw the readers’ attention and then they construct the idea.

      In order to achieve the purpose of entertaining the readers, the writer of this text mainly uses the topical Themes-- Circumstance and Participant to achieve the purpose.
      First, the writer uses the participant Theme “ Chinese culture”(in paragraph one) to introduce to us that the story has something to do with Chinese culture. Then the writer uses “he”(in paragraph 4) to connect the previously introduced topic “Chinese culture” with the person in the article. Participant “he” in paragraph 8, 13, and the last paragraph, “I” in paragraph 9, 14, 19, and 21 serves to make the story vivid, interesting and entertaining--the writer uses both the direct speech and indirect speech so that the Participants “he” and “I” appear interchangeably to ensure that the readers have a feeling that they are communicating with the person, Mr. Hari Venkatesan himself, so that the readers believe what the writer is writing and are willing to read on. “The first time” and “The next time” are Participant Theme used in paragraph 5 to develop the plot (people are surprised when they learn that Mr. Hari Venkatesan studies Chinese) of the story in time sequence. “ More of the same” in paragraph 6 is to tell the readers that what Mr. Hari Venkatesan has done surprises many people and to him, the response from the people is nothing new.

      The writer also uses Circumstance as a kind of topical Theme. The writer first uses Circumstance “when you come from New Delhi, India, … you are working on a PhD in Chinese, … count one of the most moving books you’ve read as Ba Jin’s classic Jia (Family)”to provide the readers with the backgrounds of the person in the text and lays the foundation for introducing him and to achieve the writer’s purpose to arouse the readers’ curiosity: He can study Chinese in such depth though he is from New Delhi. Oh, such a capable person!  But who is he? How can he work on a PhD in Chinese? etc. In paragraph 3, the writer uses Theme “ To Mr. Hari Venkatesan” to tell us the person that the story is about to satisfy the curiosity of the readers to a certain extent but not entirely, so the readers want to read more about Mr. Hari Venkatesan.
      “Every time” in paragraph 9 tells us that it is common for Mr. Hari Venkatesan to surprise others by telling them that he is doing PhD in Chinese. “At times” in Paragraph 16 indicates that there are occasions that Mr. Hari Venkatesan is not understood by people because usually engineering and medicine are most welcomed in India.

      In this text, cleft Theme is used (“ It’s an interest that…” in paragraph 12) to assert strongly that Mr. Hari Venkatesan’s “interest stems from his affinity for languages”, in contrast to people’s response to his study of Chinese, to highlight the piece of information, his interest, which is central to a particular stage in the development of the text.

      Besides the topical Themes the writer uses in the text to get the readers to be interested in the text, the writer also uses some textual Themes to serve his/her purpose. The writer uses “But (paragraph 2)”, “ Nevertheless” (paragraph 15) and “Despite this” (paragraph 17) to draw the readers attention first from Chinese culture to the place where Mr. Hari Venkatesan comes from, and from Mr. Hari Venkatesan’s interest to the difficulties he had in choosing his study field then from the difficulties to his success. In doing so, the writer successfully chains the events in Mr. Hari Venkatesan’s studying Chinese together to an interesting, enjoyable, and vivid story to readers. By using “Encouraging others”(last paragraph) the writer ends the story with Mr. Hari Venkatesan’s remarks, it’s also the encouragement the writer wants to give to readers.

      The social function of this text is to entertain the readers. Therefore, the writer also uses interpersonal Theme to achieve his purpose. “After all” in paragraph 4 shows the writer thinks it as a matter of fact that people will raise their brow when they learn that Mr. Hari Venkatesan is working on a PhD in Chinese. “ Especially” is the Interpersonal Theme used in paragraph 10 to express the writer’s attitude to Mr. Hari Venkatesan’s study of Chinese, he is so capable that he has already decided his area of research for his dissertation. 

      So far, we can see that the writer chooses certain kinds of Themes to achieve his purpose of entertaining the readers. The Themes he uses serves not only to connect back and link in to the previous plots, maintain a coherent point of view but also as a point of departure for the further development of the story. The writer successfully attracts the readers by using these Themes.
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