A SACRIFICE FOR FRIENDSHIP

Eli woke up with a start.  He’d just seen what had happened to Aaron

and 

Sakura.  He practically flew down the hall to Li’s room.  “LI!!!” He 

shouted.  He burst in the door.  “Whassamatter?” Li said groggily. 

He 

hadn’t been speaking at all since Sakura had left.  He didn’t leave

his room 

or talk to anyone all day.  “Li, something’s wrong.”

“…”

“About Sakura.”

Li jumped out of bed. “Nani?”

“She’s in trouble.” He explained what he’d seen.  “I think Cameron’s

up to 

something, Li, and Sakura doesn’t know it.”

“Then let’s go!”  He said, running for the closet.

“Wait!  I’m not SURE if he’s not on our side.  It may be just a 

coincidence.”

“Well, then, let’s go at least keep an eye on Sakura,” he said, fear

in his 

eyes.

“…Alright.  Let’s go.”

Li broke every existing record getting changed and getting his sword.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

“Aaron!  Where are you?”

There was silence as Sakura stood on a long dirt road, covered on

both sides 

by eerie black-leafed trees.  She looked down the road and saw Aaron,

roped 

to a tree in the middle of the road.  His head was hanging down.  She 

started running to him.  She used her wings to gain more speed.  As

she 

neared him, a black mist surrounded Aaron.  “AARON!!!” Sakura reached

him, 

just as Aaron raised his head and screamed.  He turned black, then

exploded 

into a flurry black mist.  Sakura heard an evil laugh behind her. 

The black 

fog flew behind her and surrounded…Cameron…

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

“Aaron!!!” Sakura cried, sat bolt-upright in her four-poster.  She

was 

drenched in cold sweat.  She got up.  She felt some feeling spring up

her 

back.  She looked behind her.  “LI!?!?!?!?!?!?!?!?!?!?
What are you

doing 

here!?!”

“Er, I, uh, listen, Sakura, I’m…”

She grabbed her bag.  “Get away from me!”

“Sakura…”

She dug her hand into her bag and searched for the key.  She couldn’t

find 

it.

“Sakura, the key is gone.  Aaron took it and gave it to Cameron.”

“Don’t you dare accuse Aaron!”  She flipped the bag over in a frantic 

attempt to prove that the key would fall out.  Li started walking

closer to 

Sakura.  “Sakura, Aaron’s not a real person.  He’s just a pawn so

Camer-“

“SHUT UP!  That’s not true!” Sakura cried, tears in her eyes.  The

dream, Li 

knew about him.  She couldn’t find her key.  Then, something went

through 

her mind.  Eli had dreams about when bad things happen.  Sakura sank

to the 

floor as the truth hit her.  The entire plot came to her.  Li kneeled

down 

and hugged Sakura.  “No…It’s not true…He’s alive…”

“Sakura…he’s was just a soul used for luring you away from me and

Eli…”

“No…no…no…he can’t be gone…”

Sakura began crying.  No, no, no, no, no!  No matter how many times

she said 

no, the answer would always be yes…

Sakura laid crying in Li’s arms a good half an hour.  Li was upset

that this 

had happened, and he hated it when Sakura cried.  He closed his eyes, 

hugging her closer.  Finally she stopped crying and just laid in Li’s

arms.  

She finally fell asleep on his shoulder, and Li laid there watching

her. ‘As 

long as she’s right here, Cameron can’t get her.  Eli walked out of

the 

darkness.  “Let’s go home now,” he said, “and tomorrow we’ll come

back to 

get her Staff back.”

“…Doesn’t this mean that Cameron has control of the Cards now?”

“Yes, but he doesn’t have unlimited power.  The Sorcerer’s Card has

already 

transformed her into the Sorceress.  So she still has her basic

non-Card 

powers.”

“She doesn’t have any non-Card powers.”

“Yes, she does.  She can fly without the Fly, she can expel a ball of

flame 

or water or ice without the Fiery or the Watery or the Freeze.
She

just has 

to truly concentrate on the magic within.”

Li was silent.  Sakura slept peacefully in his arms.

“Yes!!! I finally have the power!!!”  Cameron’s voice echoed through

the 

void he was concealed in.

The next morning, Sakura woke in the dewy morning in her room in the

sky 

palace.  Li was sitting in a sofa, fast asleep.  Sakura smiled.  She

didn’t 

have any thoughts about Aaron.
He wasn’t even a true person.  But

she will 

always keep his hazel eyes in her.  She decided that, from that day

forward, 

she would carry the spirit of the helpless young man who helped her

in her 

soul, no matter what.  She promised she would avenge him, not for her 

feelings, but for his sake.  He was used and then destroyed so his 

manipulator could have ultimate power.
She would not let him get

away with 

destroying innocent people after manipulating them.  She got up.  She 

decided to let Li wake on his own.  She grabbed her old bow and

quiver and 

walked downstairs.

“So you’re awake,” She heard Eli’s voice in the kitchen.  She placed

the bow 

and arrows on the dining room table and walked straight to the

pantry, 

instinctively heading for the waffles.  “Yes, I’m awake,” she replied.

“Are you okay?”

“Eli, is the desert wet? Of course I’m not.”

“…Oh.”

“I’m not gonna be okay until Aaron is avenged for being manipulated

and then 

killed.”

“Oh, I understand.”

“No, you don’t.  I’m not doing it because of the way I felt.  He was

a pawn 

for luring me away from you and Li.  I won’t let that happen again. 

But 

Cameron used and killed an innocent person.  I won’t let him get away

for 

it.”

“Oh…”

The waffles popped up.
Sakura grabbed hers and quickly buttered and

syruped 

them.  She walked in the dining room and saw Li sitting in the chair

next to 

hers.  “Good morning, Li…” She said uncertainly.

“… … …”

She placed her plate down next to him and sat down.  “…Li?”

“What?”

”I…I’m sorry about everything that happened…with Aaron and not

believing 

you…and…and…”

“For liking Aaron and falling for the trap?”

“…Y…Yes.” She bowed her head.

“…It’s alright, Sakura…It wasn’t your fault.”

Sakura looked up.

“You didn’t know that he wasn’t…well…”

“A normal person?”

“…Do you still like him?  Aaron?”

She looked up, surprised.  Then she started laughing.  “Of course

not!  He 

used me!  For all I know, he could have been the spirit of that fake 

Cameron!”

Li was still worried.  “So…you and me… …”

“…Is the same that it was before all this happened.” But even Sakura

felt 

doubt in her voice.  “You ready to go?”

“Y…Yeah, I’m ready.”

“Then let’s go.” She began walking out the room, Li and Eli close in 

pursuit.  Suddenly, a face flashed through her mind.  She widened her

eyes 

in shock.  Sparkling green eyes looked at her despairingly,

desperately.  

Cody…

Cody opened his eyes groggily.
After a minute or two his vision

began to 

clear up.  He was in a room, darker than black, darker than death. 

He was 

strapped to a tree.  There were two people on either side of him, one 

holding a long Staff, the other, a black bow with arrows dipped in

scorpion 

venom.

“C…Cameron…? Sorina?” He said, astounded.

“Shut up, Cody,” Sorina said.  She kicked him in the shin.  Cody

yelped in 

pain.  Cameron moved in front of Cody.
He raised Sakura’s Staff and

pointed 

it at him.  “Wood…Release!” He called.
Black vines loosened him from

the 

tree, then they wrapped around him and lifted him off his feet.  Cody 

screamed.  The vines shimmered and transformed into heavy iron cuffs, 

holding him in the air, helpless.  Sorina raised her bow and placed

an arrow 

on the string.
She pulled back on the string and aimed the arrow,

point 

blank.
Suddenly, a fire arrow dropped out of the sky and hit

Sorina’s arrow 

and bow, burning it to a tablespoon of ash.  Sakura flew out of the

sky, 

straight down at Cameron.  She held her hand up.  “Crystal Staff of

the 

Sorceress, return to your true Master…Release!”

Cameron was flung forward as the Staff jerked toward Sakura.  He

grabbed and 

pulled back.  What had started as a bright, dewy morning turned into

a dark 

green stormy afternoon.  Bright flashes of pink lightning flashed 

threateningly across the sky.  Cameron lost his grip on the Staff and

it 

flung away to Sakura.  “Sword!” She cried.  As she blew past Cody she

swung 

the sword at the chains.  Now Cody hung in the air.  It was a very

high 

tree, and now he was falling at breakneck speed.  “Fly…Grant him your 

permanent power…Release!”  Large, glittery wings sprouted out from

Cody’s 

back.  He floated slowly to the ground.  He closed his eyes and

concentrated 

as hard as he could and held out his hands.  A long, wide unbreakable

sword 

appeared in his hands.
As he floated to the floor, he started

running at 

Cameron, full speed.  Cameron turned just as Cody raised the sword

and he 

blocked the blade with the heavy iron chains that had less than a

minute ago 

held Cody suspended in mid-air.  His sword bounced and flew out of

Cody.  

Sorina ran up behind Cody with a poisoned arrow in hand.  Cody turned

just 

as she raised the arrow to his chest.  Cody screamed.  Something flew

past 

his ear and hit Sorina in the side.  She drew her breath in sharply. 

A blue 

arrow protruded from the area just below her ribs.  Cody turned. 

Sakura, in 

  panic, had pushed Cameron to the ground and strung and arrow from

her 

transformed bow.  Sorina collapsed.  Cameron jumped up.  He held

Cody’s 

sword and ran for Sakura.  She tackled Cody and pushed him back and

the 

sword grazed her side.
“Illusion!”  Cameron froze.  Where Sakura and

Cody 

stood he saw Sorina.  The illusion shimmered for a moment, then died

away, 

but that was all the time Sakura needed.  As Cameron snapped out of

the 

illusion, Sakura emerged.  “Sorcerer’s Card of Clow Reed…As your new

master, 

I command you to grant me the powers of Clow Reed…RELEASE!!!” A

blinding 

white light surrounded Sakura.
When she emerged, she was wearing the

outfit 

of the Covenant Sorceress of the Cosmos (forgive the cheesiness). 

She 

raised her Staff and the moon on top glowed a brilliant blue.  She

paused, 

then swung it down and pointed it at Cameron.  Blue flames flew out

and 

surrounded Cameron, trapping him.  He looked at Cody, fear on his

face.  

Cody looked away as the flames flew in and sent Cameron reeling into

the 

dimension of death.  Sakura sighed as she lowered her Staff.  Cody

sensed it 

rather than felt it, but he suddenly screamed, “Sakura, look out!” 

Sakura 

looked at him in surprise, then screamed as a horrible sting pierced

her 

leg.  She turned around and raised the Staff that transformed into

her 

sword.
Sorina, with the last of her strength, had pulled out a

poisoned 

arrow and dug it into Sakura’s calf.  She brought down the sword as

hard as 

she could and Sorina lay at her feet, dead.  Sakura’s vision was

blurring 

fast.  She bent down and with a great pull and scream pulled the

arrow out.  

She looked up and saw Li flying down as fast as his wings would

propel him.  

“What did you do to her?!” She heard him scream.  “Sorina…Sorina

struck her 

with a poisoned arrow!
She’s gonna die!”  Cody yelled, tears in his

eyes.

“Don’t say that, you…”

Sakura looked at who looked like Li.  “It’s not Cody’s fault, Li…It

wazzh 

Serrinnaaaww…” The venom was starting to reach her nerves.  She

collapsed, 

but Li or Cody caught her.  She felt it was Cody, but couldn’t be

sure.  As 

her final breath drew in, she felt a strange floating sensation.  She

could 

have sworn she saw him flying over her, smiling sweetly.  As Sakura

finally 

faded from life, she saw him.  His bleached hair blew around his

hazel eyes. 

  After a moment, she sat unmoving.  Then, as if released from a

lifelong 

cell, Sakura was released into the air.  The stormy clouds had turned

into a 

dark green sky.  She moved slowly, hesitantly, toward Aaron, then

tears of 

joy streamed down her face as she flew faster, into Aaron’s open arms.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*

“Sakura…Sakura…Sakura, get up…please…” Cody’s eyes began to burn, and

the 

tears came.  His friend, his lifelong friend, could take it no more.  

Somehow Cody was more affected than Li.  Li was crying, but Cody was

torn.  

Perhaps it was because he had known Sakura for so much longer, since

they 

could hardly walk.  Li had cared for her a lot, but Sakura had been

like 

Cody’s sister, looking to him for help, standing side by side through

thick 

and thin until her and Li got together again.  Now here she was,

dead, and 

Cody was alone again.  He would never again stand next to Sakura and

help 

her figure out this or solve that.  He felt like his heart had been

torn out 

of his body.  He felt empty, hollow.  He closed his eyes.  He stood

up.  Li 

walked to Cody.  Cody thought Li was going to take out his anger on

him.  

But Li held out Sakura’s Staff, which began to shimmer.  “Take it,

Cody,” He 

said, placing it in Cody’s hands.  It transformed into a sword.  Cody

stared 

in shock.  “H…How did it…”

“It chose you, Cody.  You are now the Sorcerer of the Crystal Cards. 

She 

would have wanted you to have the honour of being the Sorcerer,

anyway.  I 

must go.”  He turned and flew away without a single look back at Cody

or the 

dead Sakura, the girl he loved.

Cody went to the funeral.  They cremated her in a royal blue china

urn.  

Traditional form of honour, he supposed.  They buried her ashes in

the 

middle of the Clow Field where the wild animals roamed.  Over her box

they 

laid the book of Clow, with all the empty Cards.  Cody left right

after the 

burial.  Everyone was wanting to talk to him about being the new

Sorcerer of 

the Cards, but he didn’t want to talk about it.  He went home to

Raijvalon 

Star.

Li wasn’t heard from again.  Everybody thought he left and began

living with 

his family in Hong Kong again.
But some people swear they had seen

Li 

standing at her memorial in the dead of night.
Cody almost never

talked to 

anyone outside of Raijvalon Star.  But, one night…

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

“Cody,” she said.

Cody jumped up. “S-Sakura?!”

“You can’t mourn forever, Cody.  Me and Aaron have been watching you

for the 

past year.  You need to help take care of Clow Reed’s land.”

“I can’t do your job.  I don’t know how to work the Cards.  They are 

devastated.”

Suddenly the 52 Cards appeared in a circle around Sakura.  “That’s

because I 

have one thing you don’t have.”

“Nani?”

“Faith” The Cards began spinning around her.  “Now…Are you going to

take the 

challenge that has been set before you?”

Cody understood now.  “Yes.”

“Cards of the Crystal Sorceress…By the power within, I command you

all to be 

released from your form and be reborn again…Under your new Master and 

Sorcerer, Cody!  Release!”

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Cody awoke with a start.  He got up.  As he walked to the door, the

magical 

Lock opened and disappeared.  Cody played the dream over and over and

over 

in his mind.  Faith, she had said.  He sat on the couch for a good

half hour 

thinking long and hard about what Sakura had said about faith.
He

didn’t 

understand.  I have faith, I believe, he thought, but he didn’t get

what 

other faith he didn’t have.  What was the use? I can’t do it as good

as 

Sakura, his mind told him.  In a last-ditch attempt, he hopelessly

cried, 

“What does it mean?!”  Suddenly, the empty Void Card floated out of

the side 

table and glided over to Cody.
Cody rubbed his eyes.  He could swear

he was 

seeing things, but he couldn’t kid himself.  In the exact same place

where 

the Card was floating he saw Sakura, long hair flowing behind her. 

She said 

one word, and then disappeared as the Card floated down to the floor.

 Cody 

picked up the Card absent-mindedly.  The word she said echoed in his

mind, 

over and over and over.   “Hope,” she had said.  Cody sat blank for a 

moment, then stood up, and said, “I CAN do it.
I CAN take Sakura’s

steps.


I, as the new Master and Sorcerer of the Clow Land, CAN help lead The

Clow 

Land to the golden age of prosperity Sakura dreamed of.  I CAN.”

