TESTING: WIHO AND HOW

Tl Twest serecning test for Sickle Cell is thomgh
prowess  ealled  electrophoresis. This requines a
s '\.':1||||l|.r' al Bloe]. I Y Bave b b Fralleare=ed
]‘.-}-' st b test galliel .ﬂ.nrubilit}’ tesl.

There s amech comtioversy as I wha shoold e
testedd for sickle eell I'bf_-rm;j:rllnhin. Some  feel  that
eviry Black person most be tested: others fireel thaet
teslingg poograms shoald be voluntary and snyone
wloo chiares con Lae tested,

T peoeral, we feel that the ovder of activity
arcaaed Al sickle el problemn shonld b edueation,
[1"*"Ii||'_[ sl L'l:lllliPtmg. Tov ootber words, we leee] that
persons shonbd be st cducated tooimuderstaml] the
meaning ol sickle el anemia,  the  difference
babweeen sickle coll oot sond sickbe cell anemia soul
Fhe im[;lica!iunu.~ of dilfercot test resolls, Witk this
knewledhye, prersons e able o decide i ey want
tiv D tested aned GF they want their childien tegted,
Exceprions to this ichide any situation whene a
phvsicin feels it i medically dmelicated ta test his
|‘.|:'|t5|"||l eitha Lecsinme of E.J"_'gn;uu_':,', LT Tl
wther illness, ¢fe.
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I YOU KNOW .. L

o hliww] has oy jobs? I carres foed from
onr stomach and aie from one Tungs 1o all parls of
[R100} ]ll:l_‘l'r..

Our Bood s pattially made up of very small
packets culled CELLS. There are WHITE CELLS
and BED CELLS. The white cells help fight infee-
tirn. The red Mood cells are given heir eolor by the
subslinee albead HEMOCLOBIN which carries ox-
YEEn.

The red cells are wsually vowd o dosghoot
shaped and in some people they may change ther
shape. To sickle cell anemia they may change to s
slcl:ll{'. shpe {Hke a banana or a new moon},

Anemiin

There are many things that can  decrease  the
monher ol red D] uﬁ'{s in ompr Iuwdies, This ix
calberd  anemia  (lew  blosd), Foro example, iF a
wrsom has oo aeerdent and Dleeds e wall Jose some
Lh:m-]. Alse, a person could have a type of hema.
ghebyin that s shightly different bom a regular hema-
g!n-hin, and sometimes this conlld canze anemiz.

The wsual type of hemoglobin s called  hemo.
lohin A, There are many hemoplobins that are
different from hemoglobin A Owe of these §s called
sickle hemaglobin {also called hemoglobin 5).

YOUR HEMOGLOBIN TYPE 1S INHERITED

We tend to look like our parents Decanse  they
pass certain features on to us. The units which deter-
mine which featores we inhent are enlled CENES,
We pel one gene for each feature from each parent,

Our pavents bave oo conteol over which  penes
th.jy give us. Eye color, hair eolor, beight, hemo-
gl i type, anil sy ey thiug.-: are s leonnse
of these penes,

IT we have the usual type of hemoplobin (hema.
lobin type AA) we have dnhevited the wsoal Type
E’(l[ll cach parent, 10 we mbent hemoplobin 5§ from
one parvent and hemoplobin A frome the other parent
we bave SICKLE CELL TRALT {hewmoglolin tvpe
AS) IF we inherit hemoglobin 5 from each parent
wr have SICKLE CELL ANEMIA  (hemoglobin
type 55)

Nacial Coneerns

The Fact that sickle coll conditions are doe tooab-
normal  proes and  that these penes ovgur ooy
(et wst et ) e Blacks will e of some conceme to
iy l:{-n::l_'.\lrf_ Haemacrver, EVEEYIne bas . selsnsrnml
grioes, This means that in every race there arc ab-
norrnzl FaNTTas thatl e 1'|'la|il'|]_'!.-' in that racial or
cthiic provp  and varcly in others, Tor example,
evslin {ﬁrm.-u‘s in whites and TaySachs disease in
Jewish people.



