WHO’S WATCHING THE HENHOUSE OR POLITICS IN THE 1920’S

I. Republican Presidents

A. Warren G. Harding – 1921 - 1923

1. Return to Normalcy

2. Powerful Cabinet

a. State/Hughes; Treasury/Mellon; Commerce/Hoover 

3.  “Ohio Gang”

4. Domestic Affairs – Mellon

a. Tariff – Fordney McCumber 1922

b. Reduce Debt - $500,000 a year

c. Too reactionary for most – farm bloc W. & S. Dems
5. Foreign Affairs – Isolationist but, desire for markets
a. Washington Conference – 1921 – Sec. State Hughes

1. US, GB, FR, Italy and Japan

2. 5 Power Treaty – stop building battleships

3. 4 Power Treaty – respect interests in islands off Pacific



    confer in case of attack
4. 9 Power Treaty – China’s independence & Open Door
6. Scandals

a. Teapot Dome – Secretary of Interior Albert Fall

1. Transfer of oil reserves to Interior

2. Knowledge after Harding’s death; black stain on admin 
B. Calvin Coolidge – 1923 to1928

1. “Business of America is Business”

2. Cabinet – Mellon, Hoover, Hughes

3. Wins 1924 election – Dems/Davis – Progressives/LaFollette

4. Domestic Affairs

1. McNary Haugen Act – 1924

a. Federal Farm Board to purchase farm surplus

b. “make tariff effective”

c. passes Congress ’25, ’27, ’28 – vetoed by CC 

5. Foreign Affairs

1. War Debt & Reparations

a. Disaster – can’t get blood from a stone

b. Dawes Plan – 1924

1. $200m loan to German by US

2. Germany agrees to pay $250m/yr in reparations

c. Young Plan 1929


1. Scaled down reparations bill


2. Loans stop, Germany defaults, Allies cease 
           payment



2.  Kellog-Briand Pact 1928 – renounce war as solution to





international disputes

