A GREAT MIGRATION/A GREAT DEGRADATION

I. Geography 1820-1865

A. Great American Desert

II. American Indians – Plains Indians

A. Government Policy 

1. Treaties & Indian Intercourse Act – 1834

2. Abandon “1 big reservation” for “concentration” 1851

a. definite boundaries established

B. Warfare

1. Sand Creek - 1864

2. Sioux Wars 1865-1867

3. Treaty of Fort Laramie – 1868

4. Little Big Horn
5. Buffalo Soldiers

C. End of Tribal Life

1. Assimilation - 1871



2. Carlisle Indian School, PA – 1879



3. Dawes Severalty Act – 1887**

a. divide tribal land

b. hold in trust for 25 years

c. citizenship available

d. money for education

4. Wounded Knee & Ghost Dance 1890

III. Moving West

A. Homestead Act of 1862

1.  Great idea but, not practical

B. National Legislation – Adjustments to Homestead Act

1. Timber Culture Act 1873


a.  receive additional 160 acres, plant trees on 25%

2. Timber & Stone Act 1878

a. destroy forests already in existence

IV. Mining

A. Magnet West (pull)

1. half mine and half supply miners

2. forty-niners

3. individual miners & first strikes 

B. Mining Towns

1. large corporations run towns

