MARTIN LUTHER AND THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

I.  Reform


A.  Roman Catholic Church & Middle Ages



1.  Conservative reformers



2.  Radical reformers


B.  Church Abuses



1.  Simony & Indulgences



2.  Loss of status – Avignon & Schism


C.  Leaders – John Wycliffe and John Huss

II.  Saxony 

A. Small independent states

B. German Humanism

C. Martin Luther

1. Protestantism – protest against corrupt Catholic Church

2. Monk – Rome – Sees justification for many criticisms

3. John Tetzel, Indulgences & Pope Leo X

4. 95 Theses – criticize indulgences & stimulate debate

III. Diet of Worms

A. 95 Theses seen as challenge to Papal authority

B. Emperor Charles V needs peace in Holy Roman Empire

C. 1521 – M.L. refuses to recant ideas and beliefs – Heretic

IV.  Rise and Spread of Lutheranism

A. Lutheranism 1st of Protestant religions – final break with Rome

1. Salvation by faith alone

2. Truth and authority in bible alone

3. Church as community of believers


B. Role of Printing Press



1. 1524 – 900+ books in Germany & 80% by ML & followers



2. 1546 – 100k copies of Luther’s German Bible



3. Northern Germany Lutheran & Southern Germany Catholic

V.  Results


A. Spread to Netherlands, France, England, Denmark & Sweden


B. Political influences 


C. Shatters Western European Christian unity

D. At death, more and more radical viewpoints
