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	A different ball game altogether: Robots have a field day

	 

	Shweta Malla

Kathmandu, July 23: 2004 A.D.

It was a football match, all right. But this one was different. For it was the first such match being played in Nepal not by homo sapiens, but by their creations — robots. Young and enthusiastic students from a dozen engineering colleges from the country today had their created robots play in the first ever Robo Soccer 2004, organised by the Robotics Club, Pulchowk Campus, Institute of Engineering (IoE). The covered hall of Dashrath Stadium was packed with over 2,000 spectators, mostly curious students. There were 12 engineering participating colleges with three students to play the game and one as the team leader or an instructor. The students controlled the robots through remote control. Among the 12, four colleges — National College of Engineering (NCE), National College of Information and Technology (NCIT), Pokhara Engineering College (PEC) and Nepal Engineering College (NEC) — reached the semi-finals. The winner of the game was NCE who beat NCIT 80-0, the second runner-ups were NEC and PEC. There were five referees.

The students drove the robots to chase the balls amidst music, played at full volume. “Being a participant in the game was itself a big thing and we got a chance to implement what we had been studying,” said one of the participating students. Out of the four awards, the Best Artistic Design Award was given to NEC, the Best Engineering Award went to Himalayan White house, the Best Performance was given to NCE and the Best Idea Award went to Advanced Engineering College. Addressing the inaugural function, Parshunarayan Chowdhary, the chairman of Raj Parishad Standing Committee, said: “It is a great achievement for engineering colleges and such programmes which bring pride to the country should be organised more often.”

Speaking at the programme Kishore Bahadur Singh, member secretary of Nepal Sports Council, said: “It was a remarkable effort from the students.” “The Robo Soccer was a great hit; it is just a beginning and we have created a platform for new creativity to come forward,” said Umesh Bhattarai, member of Robotics Club, IoE. He said the main objective of the programme was to get more students to participate. Bhattarai, lamented that though so many organisations working for science and technology are spending so much money, they have not been able to bring any change. The organisers said there are 20 members in the Robotics Club who have been working for two years to “make the best robot in South Asia”.


[image: image1]
