
THE UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA ASHEVILLE

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION  SPRING 2003
Education 317:
Teaching Language and Literature

Instructor:
Mrs. Lorraine Griffith

Class meets:
6:00 - 8:30 p.m., Wednesday evenings, ZH 221

Phone:
232-4282, West Buncombe Elementary School Office, 683-2727, Home

E-mail:
lwg@lgriffith.com  (I am unable to check e-mail on Wednesday before class.)
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Required Texts:

Language Arts, Gail Tompkins, 5th edition.

Yardsticks
Walk Two Moons, Sharon Creech

Pull down and print from the web, NC standard course of study grades 3-6:  English 
Language Arts section< http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/curriculum/languagearts/>
Additional Required Materials: (Bring to 2nd class period)

Two 3-prong portfolios to use as a Personal Journal / Portfolio & Student Study.

Introduction:
Language Arts is the skill set in the elementary / middle school classroom that pervades every other content area. Although this course includes reading, we will cover reading through the middle grades’ lens, highlighting reading comprehension, vocabulary, responding to literature, and fluency. In the reading course next semester, emergent reading and phonics issues will be covered. Because of current practice, this class will prepare you to teach language arts in a Four-Block organizational model. Creative writing will be the focus of a one-to-one mentoring relationship and student study with students in my own fourth grade class at West Buncombe Elementary.

Course goals -- You will:

1. refine your knowledge of child development theory, especially children’s cognitive and language development, in order to plan and evaluate instruction;

2. study professional standards and child development in order to consider instructional methods which help children develop as fluent users of language;

3. develop strategies which utilize children’s literature to support the teaching and learning of language;

4. understand how to integrate the language arts throughout the curriculum in the public school;

5. learn about various ways to assess children’s language use;

6. become aware of computer software which aids the teaching of language arts and utilize computer applications, especially the WEB and desktop publishing
7. develop your abilities as a speaker, reader, writer, and critical thinker, recognizing the great impact of the teacher as an important model of these language activities to children.

Methods:

· Read Language Arts, a children’s literature novel, language arts journal articles, and the North Carolina Handbook for Communication Skills.  Read and analyze two journal articles or book chapters (other than text) relevant to your case study. 

· Develop a portfolio of writing and engage in the writing process from free or focused writing to a published piece.

· Participate in small group and whole class discussions.

· Investigate a language arts issue that you identify based upon analysis of an individual student. Synthesize your research and develop a teaching plan / conference plan for your assigned student. 

· Creatively present to the class a summary of your experience and research by developing a Four-Block day plan based upon a combination of fiction and non-fiction literature.

· Demonstrate your knowledge and critical thinking about language arts concepts through quizzes, unannounced in-class writings, a mid-term exam, and final.

· Use computers for your own writing and research and investigate software for language arts instruction.  Use the WEB to conduct research; use computer software in your class mini-lessons as appropriate.  Use desktop publishing features to organize your writing portfolio and to “publish” your completed writing. All assignments must be handed in type-written.

Evaluation:
35 %
Midterm




10 %
Reading text (evidenced by a strategy application, in-class writing, or quiz)

10% 
Personal Portfolio (Assignment 2)

35%
Student Study Portfolio (Assignments 1& 3) 

10% 
Final: 4-Block presentation (Assignment 4)

Participation and Attendance

Your participation is an essential element of the course. You will be allowed one miss. Use it wisely.  All other misses will result in a 5 point loss from your final average. In class work is accepted only during class time; all other assignments lose 20% for each class period they are late. (Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period, since I am off-campus.) Be sure to find a note-sharing buddy so that you can be held responsible for all notes missed in class.  

Tentative Calendar and Course Outline
Class 1
 (1/15) A Four-Block Introduction to the Language Arts

Class 2
 (1/22) Approaches to teaching the Language Arts.. 

Comprehension strategy journal page: Chapters 1&2 (connections)

Syllabus printed from www.lgriffith.com
Class 3
 (1/29) Reading and Writing processes /professional journals 

Comprehension strategy journal page: Chapter 3 (I wonder…)

Class 4
 (2/5) Emerging literacy:  Analysis of student folders  

Comprehension strategy journal page: Chapter 4 (subtitled summaries)

Class 5
 (2/12) Reading and Writing stories: The narrative / mini-lessons (craft lessons) 

Comprehension Strategy:  Non-fiction literature circles (jobs) Chapter 9
Class 6
 (2/19) Walk Two Moons (Read in full prior to this class.)

Comprehension Strategy: Accelerated Reader quiz & Grand Conversation

Class 7
 (2/26) Creative Journal Writing / Assignment 1 Due (Student Study Portfolio)

Comprehension Strategy: Annotated list of types of journals Chapter 6
Class 8 (3/5) Mid-term Exam
Class 9
 (3/19) The Four-Block Day Continued:  

Working with Words: Vocabulary & Spelling 

Comprehension Strategy: Free Choice Chapters 5 & 12
Class 10 (3/26) Guided Reading & Non-fiction Text 

Comprehension Strategy: Free Choice Chapter 10  

Class 11 (4/2) Writing: Poetry & Expository  

Comprehension Strategy: Free Choice Chapter 11
Class 12 (4/9) Fluency (Oral & SSR), & Speaking 

Comprehension Strategy: Free Choice Chapter 8 

Assignment 2 is due (Personal Portfolio including 10 creative writing entries)

Class 13 (4/23) Listening: Comprehension Strategy: Free Choice Chapter 7  

Developmental considerations: Bring Yardsticks & Standard Course of Study for one grade level – 3 through 8

Class 14 (4/30) Grammar and Handwriting: Chapter 13 & 14  // Four Block work time

Assignment 3 is due (Reflections on 2 mini-lessons and 1 writing conference/ and a summary essay)

Class 15 (5/7) No class in lieu of three hours of required Field Experience
Class 16 (5/14) Final: Four Block Presentations: Assignment 4
Assignment Guidelines

Reading:  (Include in Personal Portfolio under a subheading for “Text Reading”)

A large portion of what you will learn this semester will be from the text. You will be assigned a comprehension strategy for each chapter during the first half of the semester. Following the mid-term, you will use a note-taking strategy of your choice to record your reading comprehension and reflection.

*Well-informed teachers who understand both the subject matter and pupils being instructed.
Student Study Portfolio:

This project is an effort to reflectively work through the “nuts and bolts” of teaching children to write.   With the fourth grade testing pressure in balance with the natural growth of a child toward self-expression, this personal contact with a student will cause you to grapple with real issues in writing.  There are several dimensions to this assignment.  Each assignment will be part of a larger piece. The entire project will then be compiled into a “Student Study Portfolio”.  Although you will not have the luxury to study a child as individually and specifically as this when you are a classroom teacher, you will hopefully see the wide range of ability within a classroom and the effort it takes to meet individual needs. All entries must by type-written and submitted as a final document.

*Creative teachers who are capable of using individual uniqueness and adjusting curriculum to meet the needs of diverse students.

· Student History:  Most students in Buncombe County are involved in an Accelerated Reader or Scholastic Reading program where books read are listed on a computer print-out.  Many schools also have the STAR diagnostic reading print-out for each student which places a child into a reading range (zpd). Observations will be made based upon the choices of books and the comprehension scores recorded after the child has tested on a book.  Each returning student also has a writing portfolio with at least 3 entries per grade level from kindergarten and beyond.  Some general growth observations will be made from these portfolios.  Because the portfolios cannot be taken home with you, we will do this work in the evaluation workshop.  As you read 4th grade writings and dialog with the student in their journals, you will also be able to make some observations about the writing ability and interest areas of the student. 

· Writing analysis:  After making observations by studying your student’s portfolios and current work, you will make some inferences.  Your inferences should cover areas that you think need to be worked on during your time with the student.  Be sure to include easily observable areas such as grammar, spelling, handwriting, but make sure the focus is on story content. Does the student’s writing have a focus?  Does the story have a high point?  Is there a resolution to go with a conflict?  Does the story flow? Are the transitions smooth?  Is the story filled with sufficient details to picture the setting and characters?  Do you know the student better by reading the story? (Does the writing have a voice?)

· Journal Article Reviews:  Choosing one of the problem areas you observed, research a perspective on the issue by using one of the language arts journals.  This should NOT be a lesson plan from a journal or teacher magazine.  Instead it should be a topical discussion of research.  For example, if you notice the child’s stories consistently don’t know how to resolve a conflict, look for an article that addresses treatment of plot.  The review should include a summary of the article and your reflection on the content.  The purpose of this step is to study what the experts are saying about issues we observe in language arts in the classroom. (If you are unable to find anything in journals, begin researching books on teaching children to write. Follow the same guidelines with a chapter from the book you found helpful.) *Knowledgeable teachers who are aware of the standards of their professional organizations and can apply them in the classroom.
· Mini-Lessons:  You will be preparing and teaching 2 mini-lessons to your assigned student. These lessons need to specifically address the two most urgent areas you see consistently in the child’s writing.  Be reflective in choosing these themes.  You may find the child has learned the use of quotation marks before you have a chance to teach it in a mini-lesson. (There will be on-going classroom instruction during your clinical time span.) Throughout the semester, you will be seeing more of the child’s work and noting progress in areas. Teaching is an art not a science and must be handled carefully.  Your mini-lessons should follow a consistent format and last no longer than 15 - 20 minutes.  Using actual literature pieces of interest to the child are a wonderful beginning point for connecting the child to the lesson you need to teach. If you wish to use computer software, be sure to make arrangements in the library before the period you are planning to teach.  If you use an idea from a website, journal, or class text be sure to fully acknowledge it.

· Conferencing: Conferencing is simply talking with a child about writing, focusing on one area for emphasis.  You will want to include a few children in your conference at times and work with only your assigned child at other times. If you have a particularly gifted writer, you will want to choose another child at times to give perspective to the range of students in a class.  If possible, read the child’s writing before hand so you know where you want your focus to be.  The focus of your conference, the child’s name, the time spent, all need to be recorded in your conference reflection.

· Reflection essays:  Thinking back over the entire experience with your 4th grade student(s), write a reflective essay on each conference or mini-lesson.  Use the reflective cycle to evaluate your performance as a teacher. Conclude with a summary essay on the entire experience working with a fourth grade writer.

4 Block Presentations:

Your creative presentations will be limited to 10 minutes each. Be sure to give your classmates a 4 block plan they can use effectively in an intermediate level classroom. If you are an ESL teaching candidate, be sure to create a lesson you could teach in an ESL classroom. If you plan to teach in middle school, then create a middle school plan.

*Reflective/critical teachers who strive to further understand and improve the teaching/learning process.

Personal Portfolio:

This collection of writings will be evidence of your ability for self-expression through writing. You will choose one of your pieces for sharing and revising based upon the response of a fellow-writer discussing each of your pieces.  This will be finished as a published piece of writing for your portfolio.  Be sure to include a wide variety of writing:

· Free writes

· Literature Response

· Interview

· Opinion piece

· Brainstormed lists

· Narrative

· Personal

· Imaginative

· Memoir

· Journal Entry

The personal portfolio must be handed in with a table of contents in which each entry is titled, dated, and categorized by form. The pieces presented in this portfolio cannot be assignments completed for another class. The portfolio must include at least 10 entries, one of which shows the writer’s process from pre-writing through final published piece. Be sure this piece shows a pre-write, draft, helping circle notes & revision, editing, and a final draft

.

*Humane teachers who recognize the dignity of every individual and strive to make the school a place of intellectual inquiry, joy, compassion, equity,and justice.
*Note alignment to UNCA Department of Education program goals
Summary of Assignments at a Glance

Assignment 1

(typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 font - 6 - 8 pages)

Student History of Reading and Writing based on

AR, Star

writing portfolio

one 4th grade piece

2 journal article reviews (with a bibliography) which focus on perceived weaknesses in your student (include article summary and your reflection on its application)

2 craft lessons / mini-lessons focused on perceived weaknesses

Assignment 2 

Personal portfolio

Chapter strategies for each assigned reading (assignments will vary)

10 different types of creative writing entries in rough draft

1 of these entries must show the five stages of the writing process

Assignment 3 
(typed, double-spaced, 10 or 12 font - 4 pages)

Reflective writing -- using the reflective cycle

2 writer’s craft mini-lessons

1 conference

A summarizing reflective essay on your experience with your student.

Assignment 4
Creative presentation: a one day plan showing evidence of 

4 block day

literature integration (non-fiction and fiction)

all components of the language arts

correlation to the SCS for language arts

Weekly Assignment: Include in personal portfolio under “Text Reading”
Reading assignments - journaling, preparation to do literature circles in class

ASSIGNMENT CHART

	Class / Date
	Reading Assignment
	Major Assignment

	Class 2  (1/22)
	Ch 1&2  

Comprehension strategy
	None

	Class 3  (1/29) 
	Ch 3 

Comprehension strategy 
	None

	Class 4  (2/5)
	Ch 4 

Comprehension strategy
	None

	Class 5  (2/12)  
	Ch 9 

 Comprehension strategy
	Student study (assignment 1)

	Class 6  (2/19)
	Walk Two Moons

AR test
	Journal articles / mini-lessons

	Class 7  (2/26)
	Ch 6       

Annotated list of Journals
	Assignment 1 due

	Class 8  (3/5)
	None


	Mid – term exam

	Class 9  (3/19)
	Ch 5 & 12  

Comprehension strategy
	3 writings / 1 mini-lesson (reflect)

	Class 10  (3/26)
	Ch 10

Comprehension strategy 
	3 writings / 1 mini-lesson (reflect)

	Class 11  (4/2)
	Ch 11         

Annotated list
	3 writings / 1 conference (reflect)

	Class 12  (4/9)
	Ch  8

Comprehension strategy          
	Collate portfolio (2 sections) 

10 creative writing entries and all text writing assignments with Table of Contents 

Assignment 2 due

	Class 13  (4/23)
	Yardsticks / SCS


	

	Class 14  (4/30)
	Ch 13 & 14

Comprehension strategy
	Assignment 3 due

	Class 15  (5/7)
	None


	None



	Class 16 (5/14)
	None


	Final Assignment 4 due
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