The 1908 U.P. Charter (Act No. 1870, as amended)


THE UNIVERSITY CHARTER

AN ACT FOR THE PURPOSE OF FOUNDING A UNIVERSITY FOR THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS, GIVING IT CORPORATE EXISTENCE, PROVIDING FOR A BOARD OF REGENTS, DEFINING THE BOARD’S RESPONSIBILITIES AND DUTIES, PROVIDING HIGHER AND PROFESSIONAL INSTRUCTION, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.

(Act No. 1870 took effect on its passage, June 18, 1908. It was amended by: Act No. 2024 which took effect on its passage on January 30, 1911; Act No. 2483 which took effect on its passage, February 5, 1915; Act No. 2759 which took effect on its approval, February 23, 1918; Act No. 3197 which took effect on its approval, December 2, 1924; Act No. 3745 which took effect on its approval, November 24, 1930; Act No. 4044 which took effect on its approval, February 12, 1933; Commonwealth Act No. 64 which took effect on its approval, October 21, 1936; Commonwealth Act No. 443 which took effect on its approval, June 3, 1939, and Republic Act No. 101 which took effect on its approval, May 30, 1947).

By authority of the United States, be it enacted by the Philippine Legislature, that:

SECTION 1. The Governor General is hereby authorized, within the powers and limitations hereinafter specified, to establish in the City of Manila, or at the point he may deem most convenient, a university which shall be known by the designation of “University of the Philippines,” the same being organized as a corporation under that name. (Act No. 1870).
SEC. 2. The purpose of said university shall be to provide advanced instruction in literature, philosophy, the sciences, and arts, and to give professional and technical training. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 3. No student shall be denied admission to the university by reason of age, sex, RACE, nationality, religious belief, or political affiliation. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 4. The government of said university is vested in a board of regents to be known as the “Board of Regents of the University of the Philippines.” The Board of Regents shall be composed of the Secretary of Education and Culture as Chairman of the Board, the President of the University of the Philippines System as Vice-Chairman of the Board, the Undersecretary of Agriculture, the Chairman of the Senate Committee on Education, the Chairman of the House Committee on Education, the Chancellors of the member universities of the System, the President of the U.P. Alumni Association, one Regent representing the Student Body, six other Regents appointed by the President of the Philippines, at least four of whom are alumni of the University. The President of the University shall be elected and his compensation shall be fixed by the Board of Regents.

Of the seven additional members first appointed as above provided, the President shall designate one to serve for one year, one to serve for two years, one to serve for three years, one to serve for four years, one to serve for five years, one to serve for six years and one to serve for seven years. Thereafter, the successors of such members shall hold office for a term of seven years or until their successors are appointed. In case of a vacancy among the members of the Board of Regents, such vacancy shall be filled by appointment by the President of the Philippines, with the consent of the Commission on Appointments of the Congress of the Philippines (National Assembly) and such appointee shall hold office for the unexpired term. All members of the Board of Regents shall be residents of the Philippines. No person in the employ of the university or in any educational institution in any capacity whatsoever, whether as dean, professor, instructor, lecturer, or otherwise, shall be eligible to membership on the Board; Provided, however, That any person now holding office as member of the Board of Regents at the time of approval of this Act shall continue to hold office until the expiration of his term.
Members shall serve without compensation other than actual and necessary expenses incurred either in attendance upon meetings of the Board or upon other official business authorized by resolution of the Board.

(Act No. 1870 as finally amended by Commonwealth Act No. 443, approved June 3, 1939. This section had been previously amended by Act No. 2024, January 30, 1911; Act No. 2759, February 23, 1918; Act No. 3179, December 2, 1924; Act No. 4044, February 12, 1933, and Commonwealth Act No. 64, October 21, 1936. The amendments involved changes in the composition of the Board of Regents).

SEC. 5. The University of the Philippines shall have the general powers set out in section thirteen of Act Numbered Fourteen hundred and fifty-nine, and the administration of said university and the exercise of its corporate powers are hereby vested exclusively in the Board of Regents and the President of the university in so far as authorized by said Board. (Act No. 1870, as amended by Act No. 2759, February 23, 1939).

SEC. 6. The Board of Regents shall have the following powers and duties in addition to its general powers of administration and the exercise of the powers of the corporation:

(a) To receive and appropriate to the ends specified by law such sums as may be provided by law for the support of the university. (Act No. 1870).

(b) To provide for the establishment of one or more Colleges of Liberal Arts, a College of Law, a College of Social and Political Science, a College of Medicine and Surgery, a College of Pharmacy, a College of Dentistry, a College of Veterinary Science, a College of Engineering, a College of Mines, a College of Architecture, a College of Education, a School of Fine Arts, a School of Forestry, a Conservatory of Music, and such other colleges and schools as the Board of Regents may deem necessary; Provided, That the Board of Regents may establish these colleges, or any of them, in Manila or in any other places in the Archipelago, as soon as in its judgment conditions shall favor their opening and funds shall be available for their maintenance; and Provided, further, That the Board of Regents shall have power to combine two or more of the colleges authorized by this Act, in the interests of economy and efficiency; and Provided, finally, That the Philippine Medical School, as established by Act Numbered Fourteen hundred and fifteen, as amended, shall become the College of Medicine and Surgery of the Philippine University as soon as two or more colleges of the University of the Philippines shall have been established and in actual operation. (Act No. 1870, as amended by Act No. 2024, January 30, 1911, and finally amended by Act No. 2759, February 23, 1918).
(c) To confer honorary degrees upon persons in recognition of learning, statesmanship, or eminence in literature, science, or art; Provided, That such degree shall not be conferred in consideration of the payment of money or other valuable consideration. (Act No. 1870, as amended by Republic Act No. 101, May 30, 1947).

(d) To establish chairs in the colleges hereinbefore mentioned, and to provide for the maintenance or endowment of such chairs, as well as to provide for such other professors, assistant professors, instructors, tutors, and lecturers as the progress of instruction may make necessary, and to fix the compensation pertaining to such positions. (Act No. 1870).
(e) To appoint, on the recommendation of the President of the University, professors, instructors, lecturers and other employees of the university; to fix their compensation, hours of service, and such other duties and conditions as it may deem proper; to grant them in its discretion leave of absence under such regulations as it may promulgate, and other provisions of law to the contrary notwithstanding, and to remove them for cause after investigation and hearing shall have been had. (Act No. 1870, as amended by Act No. 2759, February 23, 1918 and Act No. 3745, November 24, 1930).
(f) To approve the courses of study and rules of discipline drawn up by the University Council as hereinafter provided; to fix the tuition fees required of students, as well as matriculation fees, graduation fees, and fees for laboratory courses, and all special fees, and to remit the same in special cases. (Act No. 1870).
(g) To provide fellowships and scholarships and to award the same to students giving special evidence of merit. (Act No. 1870).

(h) To prescribe rules for its own government, and to enact for the government of the University such general ordinances and regulations, not contrary to law, as are consistent with the purposes of the university as defined in section two of this Act. (Act No. 1870).
(i) To receive in trust, legacies, gifts, and donations of real and personal property of all kinds and to administer the same for the benefit of the university, or of a department thereof, or for aid to any student or students, in accordance with the direction or instructions of the donor, and, in default thereof, in such manner as the Board of Regents may, in its discretion, determine. (Act No. 2483, February 5, 1915).

SEC. 7. A quorum of the Board of Regents shall consist of a majority of all the members holding office at the time the meeting of the Board is called. All processes against the Board of Regents shall be served on the president or secretary thereof. (Act No. 1870).
SEC. 8. On or before the tenth day of August of each year, the Board of Regents shall file with the President of the Philippines (Governor General) a detailed report, setting forth the progress, conditions and needs of the university. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 9. There shall be a University Council consisting of the President of the university and of all instructors in the university holding the rank of professor, associate professor, or assistant professor. The Council shall have the power to prescribe the courses of study and rules of discipline, subject to the approval of the Board of Regents. It shall fix the requirements for admission to any college of the university, as well as for graduation and the receiving of a degree. The Council alone shall have the power to recommend students or others to be recipients of degrees. Through its president or committees, it shall have disciplinary power over the students within the limits prescribed by the rules of discipline approved by the Board of Regents. The powers and duties of the President of the university, in addition to those specifically provided for in this Act, shall be those usually pertaining to the Office of the president of a university. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 10. The body of instructors of each college shall constitute its faculty, and as presiding officer of each faculty, there shall be a dean elected from the members of such faculty by the Board of Regents on nomination by the President of the university. In the appointment of professors and other instructors of the university, no religious, RACIAL, OR POLITICAL opinions or affiliations of the instructors of the university be a matter of inquiry; Provided however, That no instructor in the University shall inculcate sectarian tenets in any of the teachings, nor attempt either directly or indirectly, under penalty of dismissal by the Board of Regents, to influence students or attendants at the University for or against any particular church or religious sect. (Act No. 1870, as amended by Act No. 2024, January 30, 1911).

SEC. 11. Professors and other regular instructors in the university shall be exempt as such from any civil service examination or regulation as a requisite to appointment. (Act No. 1870).
SEC. 12. There shall be a secretary of the university, appointed by the Board of Regents. He shall be the secretary of such Board and also of the university, and shall keep such records of the university as may be designated by the Board. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 13. The Treasurer of the Philippine Islands shall be ex-officio treasurer of the university, and all accounts and expenses thereof shall be audited by the Insular Auditor, and all disbursements shall be made in accordance with rules and regulations prescribed by him. (Act No. 1870).
SEC. 14. Heads of bureaus and offices of the Insular Government are hereby authorized to loan or transfer, upon request of the President of the university, such apparatus or supplies as may be needed by the university and to detail employees for duty therein, when in the judgment of the head of the bureau or office, such supplies or employees can be spared without serious detriment to the public service. Employees so detailed shall perform such duty as is required under such detail, and the time so employed shall count as part of their regular official service. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 15. The President of the Philippines (Governor-General), the President of the Senate, and the Speaker of the House of Representatives shall constitute a Board of Visitors of the University, whose duty it shall be to attend the commencement exercises of the university, and to make visits at such other times as they may deem proper, to examine the property, courses of study, discipline, the accounts of the institution, and to make report to the Congress of the Philippines (Philippine Legislature) upon the same, with such recommendations as they favor. (Act No. 1870, as amended by Act No. 2759, February 23, 1918).

SEC. 16. The sum of One Hundred Thousand pesos is hereby appropriated, out of any funds in the Insular Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to be expended in the discretion of the Board of Regents for the establishment of a college or colleges authorized by this Act, the establishment of which may be considered most urgent. (Act No. 1870).

SEC. 17. This Act shall take effect on its passage. (Act No. 1870).

ENACTED, June 18, 1908.

Appendix “A”

 PRESIDENTIAL DECREE NO. 58
CONSTITUTING THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES AT LOS BANOS, GRANTING IT FULL AND COMPLETE AUTONOMY, AND AMENDING THE CHARTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES.

WHEREAS, the Government is strongly committed to the proposition that agricultural and rural development should be achieved as a foundation for industrialization and social and economic progress;

WHEREAS, the entire country has been proclaimed as a land reform area in order to emancipate tenant farmers from the bondage of landlordism as a prerequisite to the development of a strong and viable economy;

WHEREAS, in order to effectively implement the land reform proclamation, there is an urgent need for a highly competent center of training to turn out the needed manpower, and to undertake relevant research and extension services in agriculture, agrarian reform, agricultural engineering, agribusiness, agricultural credit and cooperatives, forestry and related sciences and technologies;

WHEREAS, the Agrarian Reform Institute now located at the U.P. Diliman can achieve greater strength and effectiveness in technical manpower training and research if it is strongly linked with other agricultural units now existing in Los Baños; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary to establish an agricultural center that will effectively mobilize and totally, realistically and directly apply its academic and technical expertise and physical resources to achieve the purposes of the New Society.

NOW, THEREFORE, I FERDINAND E. MARCOS, President of the Philippines, by virtue of the power vested in me by the Constitution as Commander-in-Chief of all the Armed Forces of the Philippines, and pursuant to Proclamation No. 1081 dated September 21, 1972, and General Order No. 1 dated September 22, 1972, as amended, do hereby order and decree that:

1. The Board of Regents of the University of the Philippines is hereby authorized to establish a University of the Philippines System, including an autonomous University of the Philippines at Los Baños composed of the following units: the College of Agriculture, the College of Forestry, the Agricultural Credit and Cooperatives Institute, and Dairy Training and Research Institute and the Graduate School, and the Agrarian Reform Institute now located in U.P. Diliman, and such other units as may subsequently be created;
2. The Board of Regents shall take appropriate steps to ensure that the establishment of the autonomous University of the Philippines at Los Baños shall aim at the speedy realization of the goals above indicated;

3. To facilitate this objective, the composition of the Board of Regents of the University of the Philippines System shall be as follows:

a. The Secretary of Education as Chairman of the Board.

b. The President of the University of the Philippines System as Vice-Chairman of the Board.

c. The Undersecretary of Agriculture.

d. The Chairman of the Senate Committee on Education.

e. The Chairman of the House Committee on Education.

f. The Chancellors of the member universities of the System.

g. The President of the U.P. Alumni Association.

h. One Regent representing the Student Body.

i. Six other Regents appointed by the President of the Philippines, at least four of whom are alumni of the University.

4. Act No. 1870, as amended, otherwise known as the Charter of the University of the Philippines, is hereby amended accordingly.

5. All Acts, parts of Acts, executive orders, ordinances, rules and regulations which are inconsistent with the provisions of this decree are hereby repealed, amended or modified accordingly.

6. This decree shall take effect immediately.

DONE in the City of Manila, this 20th day of November in the year of Our Lord, nineteen hundred and seventy-two.

(Sgd.) FERDINAND E. MARCOS

By the President:


ALEJANDRO MELCHOR


Executive Secretary 
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� See also Appendix “A” (Pres. Dec. No. 58.), pp. 4-6, infra.
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