U.P. MEDICINE STUDENT COUNCIL

College of Medicine, University of the Philippines Manila

Resolution No. 0405 - 001
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AND CALLING FOR THE RE-FILING IN THE 13TH CONGRESS OF HOUSE BILL NO. 455 AND SENATE BILL NO. 2587 OTHERWISE KNOWN AS “AN ACT TO STRENGTHEN THE UNIVERSITY OF THE PHILIPPINES AS THE NATIONAL UNIVERSITY”, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES ADOPTED ON 18 JUNE 2004.

Introduced by: Domingo, Albert Francis E.
Co-sponsored by: Valdez, Donn Mc Angelo T.
Referred to the STRAWBS Committee of the MSC on 11 June 2004.

Approved by the STRAWBS Committee on 15 June 2004;

Respectfully referred to the Executive Committee for Consideration.
Passed and Adopted by the Executive Committee on 18 June 2004.

Approved and Signed by the Chairperson on 21 June 2004. 
WHEREAS, there were bills filed in both the upper and lower houses of the 12th Philippine Congress, namely House Bill No. 455 and Senate Bill No. 2587 known as “An Act to Strengthen the University of the Philippines as the National University” (hereinafter collectively referred to as the “Bill”);

WHEREAS, the said Bill would have had direct effects, if enacted into law, on the entire constituency of the University of the Philippines System (hereinafter known as the “University”), including the students of the U.P. College of Medicine for which the U.P. Medicine Student Council (UP-MSC), by representation, acts as the collective voice;  

WHEREAS, on review of the said Bill, there are controversial provisions that deal squarely with matters concerning University property, income, and fiscal autonomy, together with provisions defining the powers of the Board of Regents, and releasing employees from the restrictions of the Salary Standardization Law, and that these provisions’ merits and demerits are hereby considered in arriving at this resolution;

WHEREAS, on further review of the existing version of the said Bill, there are other provisions that are, without question, outright beneficial for the University such as provisions defining the noble Purposes of the University, affirming Academic Freedom, upholding Academic Excellence, ensuring Democratic Access of Applicant-Students, and affirming the University’s Social Responsibility to the Filipino People, among others;

WHEREAS, House Bill No. 455 was approved on Third Reading on 11 December 2002, with a vote of 132 Yeas, 0 Nays, and 0 Abstains in the House of Representatives;

WHEREAS, Senate Bill No. 2587, certified by the President of the Philippines on 13 January 2004 for its immediate enactment, was automatically archived without action due to certain circumstances in the Philippine Senate, particularly the irrational opposition and delaying tactics of certain members of the Upper House and the controversies surrounding the National Board of Canvassers for the Elections of 2004;

WHEREAS, simple archiving and legislative death by adjournment of the Upper House is NOT tantamount to rejection of Senate Bill 2587, ONLY leaving the bill undecided on, making it imperative that the Bill, as an issue that affects University constituents, not be left hanging in limbo but be put to a vote and decided upon with FINALITY whether it is for or against the best interests of everyone involved;

NOW, THEREFORE, be it RESOLVED, as it is hereby RESOLVED by the U.P. MEDICINE STUDENT COUNCIL (UP-MSC) EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE assembled in regular session, to STRONGLY SUPPORT and CLAMOR FOR the re-filing of House Bill No. 455 and Senate Bill No. 2587 for CONSIDERATION and IMMEDIATE ACTION of the 13th Philippine Congress, subject to all laws and existing legal rules and regulations;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the President of the Republic of the Philippines be RESPECTFULLY URGED to Certify as Urgent any Bills in the Lower and Upper Houses of the 13th Congress that shall deal with the University Charter;

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Social Issues and the Student Rights and Welfare plus Basic Services (STRAWBS) Committees of the UP-MSC be DIRECTED to release informational flyers and materials to the public concerned outlining both the pros and the cons of re-filing and passing the Bill into law, and sufficiently explaining the reasons for which this resolution supporting the Bill was passed.
Let copies of this Resolution and/or letters expressing its salient points be furnished to prospective Authors of a re-filed HB 455 and SB 2587 in the 13th Congress, the President of the Philippines, the Senate President, the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the University President, the University Board of Regents, the Student Regent, the UP Manila Chancellor, the UP Manila University Student Council, the Manila Collegian, and all others concerned, for their information and reference. 

PASSED and ADOPTED at the MSU Building, UP College of Medicine this 18th day of June, 2004. 

The Executive Committee

Certification:

I HEREBY CERTIFY that pursuant to the House Rules of the UP-MSC, this Resolution numbered 0405 -001 was given due course in the STRAWBS Committee of the MSC and arrived at and approved unopposed in a meeting with quorum of the Executive Committee, the details of which are in the Minutes of the Meeting dated 18 June 2004.

ORIGINAL SIGNED
KARL MATTHEW SY SU
Secretary-General
Approved:

ORIGINAL SIGNED 
JOSEPH ANTHONY LACHICA
Chairperson

