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A Med Student’s Primer

on the

UP Charter Change

by the UP Medicine Student Council

	What is the UP Charter?


The UP Charter is a law that was passed on 21 June 1908 by the 1st Philippine Legislature. It is also known as “Act No. 1870” or the “University Charter”. 

How does it affect a UP med student?


Similar to the Constitution of fraternities, sororities, and student orgs, the UP Charter defines how the university operates.


Everything from your exam’s MPL, to the definition of “late”, to the existence and funding of PGH (and even more) has origins in this piece of legislation, as written in The Revised UP Code.

Why is there a move to change it?


The UP Charter is already 96 years old. It is colonial in nature and badly outdated (it still recognizes the U.S. Governor General). To adapt to the changing times, UP has been relying on “tidbits” of rules and regulations promulgated every now and then.


There is a need to unify in one single law all of these pronouncements, and to update the Charter to allow for expansion and growth of UP.
No one has ever tried to amend it?

There have been attempts. More than a decade ago, then Sen. Tañada filed SB 1580 that, among other things, sought to change UP’s system of government from the current corporate-type Board of Regents (BOR) to a parliamentary body known as the University System Assembly (USA).


The USA was heralded as a democratic and consultative body that would be truly representative of the constituents of the University.


SB 1580 was shelved, however, primarily because of the prospect of a logistical nightmare that could be brought about by the maintenance of a large assembly. It was contended that even with today’s less than 15-member BOR, the maintenance of offices and staff for each Regent already entailed a lot of money.


Recently in 2001, Rep. Antonio Nachura of the 12th Congress filed HB 455 entitled “An Act to Strengthen the University of the Philippines as the National University.” 
	It is claimed by the UP Administration that the said bill was a product of at least a decade’s worth of consensus-building, starting from the time of then UP Presidents Jose Abueva and Emil Javier, up to the incumbent UP President Francisco Nemenzo. An equivalent bill was filed in the Senate (SB 2587), authored by Sen. Francis Pangilinan.

       Support was aired to the tune of heralding a bright new future through independence and flexibility for UP as espoused by the bill; Opposition was fired on the grounds that no consultation was made and that the bill legitimizes the alleged abandonment of the State.


HB 455 passed the House of Representatives with a vote profile of 132 Yeas, 0 Nays, and 0 Abstains, effectively giving it an unopposed mandate from the lower house. SB 2587, however, was shelved due to inaction. It was never voted upon, and was archived because the 12th Congress did not find enough time to act on it in part because of the 2004 National and Local Elections and - according to UP Pres. Nemenzo – former Sen. John Osmeña’s “Obstructionism”.
Are there any recent developments?

Yes, and the studentry of the UP College of Medicine is very much a keyplayer in these historical events.


Your UP MSC resolved on June 21, 2004 to have HB 455 and SB 2587 refiled, so as to initiate the painfully long and slow legislative process – which includes opportunities to further refine and/or even revise HB 455 and SB 2587. 


On July 22, 2004, Rep. Eduardo Zialcita (1st Dist., P’que City) filed in the 13th Congress HB 1587, also known as “An Act to Strengthen the University of the Philippines as the National University”, or the “UP Charter of 2004”. This was on the sole initiative of the UP MSC.


HB 1587 is in support of moves by Reps. Francis Escudero and Roquito Ablan who already filed HBs 257 and 880, respectively. Sen. Pangilinan was noted to have also filed SB 1399 in the Upper House.

       Recently, Reps. Teodoro Casiño, Liza Maza, Satur Ocampo, Joel Virador (PL-Bayan Muna), and Reps. Crispin Beltran and Rafael Mariano (PL-Anakpawis) filed HB 2327, “An Act Reorienting the Charter of the University of the Philippines as the Premier State University. It is based on a resurrected Tañada bill, with modifications. The central theme of the defunct bill – the USA – was retained.


For more information, please visit http://geocities.com/upmsc or email upmsc@yahoo.com.
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