Intensify and Broaden the Campaign for the Removal of GMA!

July 25 was a date when a critical mass, composed of UP students, as well as all other members of the University here in Cebu took up to the streets with the other sectors of society. 
The reason for such was not simply the seeing of concrete manifestations of the fake President’s alleged achievements. Neither was it a venue to merely listen as the President presents more of her empty promises and other half-truths. The recent State of the Nation Address (SONA), hopefully the last by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, and the mobilization that accompanied its occurrence effectively exposed the true state of the nation. 

The stunning blows that her administration received, as exemplified by the more than 100,000 mobilized by the Gloria Step Down Movement (GSM) outside the Batasang Pambansa during the last SONA, are brought about by her barefaced treachery to the vast majority, who in the first place was the force that brought her to Malacañang. We need not look far. The Arroyo regime’s implementation of anti-student and other anti-people policies continues the commercialization of education. 

This is made clear by the application of various schemes that would enable UP to generate its own funds to the detriment of the students and the economically disadvantaged majority. Furthermore, there is the continued implementation of policies on education such as the Long-Term Higher Education Development Plan (LTHEDP) and the Higher Education Modernization Act (HEMA), all of which are IMF-WB dictates that seek to rationalize and enforce the total abandonment of UP and education by the government. 

The Arroyo administration does not commit itself to giving greater subsidy to UP and education and instead continues to misallocate needed funds by prioritizing foreign interests, thus bestowing enormous chunks of our national budget for foreign debt servicing and military spending. Her claim of having built 30,000 classrooms in the past four years still holds her culpable for her grave crimes against the students and the people. 

Hence, the advancement of our struggle for a truly nationalist and mass oriented education entails the intensification and broadening of the Iskolar ng Bayan’s campaign for the removal of GMA and its linking with society’s movement for national liberation and democracy. History has proven that it is the strength of collective action that holds the key to protecting and promoting the students’ rights and interests. 

Fake Alternatives 

The people now vomit the lies being peddled by Gloria Macapagal Arroyo. On the other hand, they cannot also chew the alternatives being presented by the ruling elites like the succession of Noli de Castro or snap elections, as these only seek to prolong the current dispensation. 

There is no legitimate, moral and legal basis for Arroyo to stay in power. Her proposal of charter change through constituent assembly is a diversionary move that serves to divert the people’s attention from looking deeper into the “Hello Garci” tapes, the allegation of massive electoral fraud during the last elections, and the adverse anti-people effects of her policies and political repression. 

What the people need now is not another shot at mere regime change but meaningful transformation that would translate to a better life for the underprivileged majority. A change for a parliamentary regime will not solve the problems that confront our sorry nation, as the same elite personalities who now hold the nation will continue to dominate in such a set up. Likewise, a change for a federal form of government will just create another layer of bureaucrats, entrench political dynasties and warlordism in the provinces, and in effect strengthen feudalism. 

The Way Forward 

The movement for the removal of a corrupt and illegitimate president will not be complete without a reasonable and viable alternative. The formation of a people’s democratic council on the event of Arroyo’s removal from Malacañang would serve as such an alternative that will help ensure the promotion of reforms that have long been deprived us by traditional politics. 

This people’s democratic council of progressive and patriotic leaders will be transitional and has the nature of a coalition that will include representatives from the different sectors of society: workers, farmers, urban poor, fisher folk, national minorities, professionals, small and medium scale businessmen, youth and students, as well as other political factions that actively participated in the campaign for Arroyo’s removal. 

The possibility for change lies in our hands. ■ 

ADVANCE OUR STRUGGLE FOR GREATER STATE SUBSIDY! END THE ILLEGITIMATE AND ROTTEN ARROYO REGIME! ESTABLISH A PEOPLE’S DEMOCRATIC COUNCIL! 

