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	Rhodes grass
	Chloris gayana
	Tufted perennial with runners


	Subtropics 

700 – 1000mm
	Various

(grows best on softwood scrub red loams and stronger brigalow soils)
	Moderate frost tolerance

Combines well with many legumes
Fast cover for erosion control

Vigorous root system gives degree of drought resistance

Salt tolerant
	

	Buffel grass
	Cenchus ciliaris
	Large deep root system
	300 – 1000 mm
	Prefers reasonably fertile soils 

(i.e. black)

Varieties for heavy and light soils
	Most important grass species in Qld

Has become naturalised

Can be heavily grazed
Very hardy – drought tolerant


	High in oxalates ( big head in horses

Sensitive to waterlogging
Moderate salt tolerance

Not very cold tolerant

	Signal grass
	Bracharia decumbens
	Trailing perennial


	Wet zone species

>1000mm
	Wide range of soils
	Most significant species worldwide

Tolerates heavy grazing
Very responsive to good fertility

Forms dense soil cover and reaches height of 40 cm when grazed
	Intolerant of waterlogging
Difficult to combine with legumes


	Setaria 
	Setaria sphacelata
	Tufted grass

Grows to 2 m 
	Medium rainfall subtropics

900 – 1500mm
	Reasonable fertility
	Cold tolerant varieties

Combines with twining legumes
Tolerant of temporary waterlogging
Grow to 2m high

Well accepted by cattle
	High in oxalates ( big head in horses

	Green panic
	Panicum maximum 

var. trichoglume
	Tallish clump grass to 1.5 m

Richly branched root
	Subtropical

550 – 1550mm
	Versatile

(grows best on friable softwood loams and self mulching grey and brown soils of heavy texture)
	Fairly drought resistant

Responsive to showers of rain

Combines well with twining legumes
Some shade tolerance

Very palatable
	Requires N fertiliser

	Guinea grass
	Panicum maximum
	Clump forming perennial

Bunch habit
	Wet tropics and subtropics 

>1000 mm
	Well drained soils of good fertility
	Withstands heavy grazing but performs better under rotational grazing

Compatible with twining legumes
Drought tolerant
	Not frost tolerant

	Creeping bluegrass
	Bothriochloa insculpta
	Erect shoots and long runners
	850 – 1100 mm
	Medium to low fertility soils
Loam to clay soils
	Productive and persistent

Moderately palatable
Does not taint milk

Tolerant of low nitrogen, but will respond to extra nitrogen
	Fluffy seed can be difficult to sow

Slow to establish

May not persist on sandy soils

	Sabi grass
	Urochloa mosambicensis
	Creeping grass with short stolons
	Monsoon region

Hot seasonally dry conditions

500 – 1200mm
	Wide range of soil

Responds well to good fertility
	Large seed aids ready establishment

Early growth and flowering after rain

Drought resistant
	Poor frost tolerance

Hays off quickly once soil moisture runs out

Intolerant of poor drainage or flooding

	Kikuyu grass
	Pennisetum clandestinum
	Dense creeping grass

Seeding varieties
	Subtropical or tablelands

>900 mm
	High fertility soils
	Important dairy species

Responds to high nitrogen

Very resistant to heavy grazing 

Cold tolerant

Good autumn growth with sufficient nitrogen

Highly palatable and nutritious
	Difficult to harvest seed



	Humidicola or Koronivia grass
	Brachiaria humidicola
	Vigorous creeping grass
	>1000 mm
	Tolerates acid soils
	Tolerant of waterlogging
Liked by horses

Tolerant of salinity
Resistant to heavy grazing

Aggressive against weeds
	Not frost tolerant

Does not combine well with legumes

	Purple pigeon grass
	Setaria incrassata

(formerly S. porphyrantha)
	Erect grass to 1.5 m

Spreads by short rhizomes
	Summer rainfall 

500 – 800mm
	Cracking clay soils

Reasonable fertility


	Easy to establish on heavy black soils

Drought tolerant

Tolerant of temporary waterlogging
Combines well with some legumes
	Semi-frost resistant

Not very palatable but still well accepted by cattle and good at putting on weight

Some oxalates


	Rye grass
	Lolium multiforum and

Lolium perenne
	Temperate grass

Prostrate sward forming
	>1600 mm
	High fertility soils
	Very high quality feed

Responds to high nitrogen

Can be grown in subtropics under irrigation

Frost tolerant

Resistant of heavy grazing
	Intolerant of drought
Intolerant of waterlogging

	Para grass
	Barchiaria mutica
	Trailing grass
	
	
	Very tolerant of waterlogged conditions

Planted from runners or seed
	Cold sensitive

Environmental considerations (takes over wet lands)


