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	Centro, Centurion
	Centrosema pascuorum
	Twinning or scrambling annual

Purple flowers
	Monsoon 

700 – 1500mm 
	Good soils
	Highly palatable
Good nitrogen fixation

For grazing, ley farming (rotation with crops in monsoon areas) or hay (for live export boats)

Tolerant of waterlogging
	

	Stylo, Shrubby

Eg Seca stylo
	Stylosanthes scabra
	Woody erect shrub to 2 m (40 cm if grazed)

Perennial
	Hard droughty conditions

600 – 1600 mm

(usu. 6-800)
	Wide range of soils except heavy clay
	Most widely planted legume in Nth Qld

Drought tolerant

Can overplant native pastures

Easy to manage – can be aerially sown after burning and will spread naturally over 3 – 4 years

Resistant to anthracnose

Hardy – resistant to heavy grazing, fire and frost
	Some varieties may be relatively unpalatable


	Stylo, Caribbean
	Stylosanthes hamata
	Short lived perennial to 75 cm

Flat crown under heavy grazing


	Hot dry tropics and warmer subtropics

600 – 1700mm
	Wide range of infertile sandy-surfaced and well drained soils
	Drought tolerant

Tolerates low fertility soils (esp. low phosphorus)

Tolerates heavy grazing
Moderate resistance to anthracnose

Generally sown with shrubby stylos
	Susceptible to frost
Not shade tolerant



	Butterfly pea
	Clitoria ternatea
	Climbing perennial

Twinning
	Monsoonal regions

~1300 mm
	Clay and loam soils
	Very palatable
Ley pasture in cropping rotations

Persistent

Tolerates short term waterlogging
Combines well with native or improved pastures
	Not suited to arid conditions, infertile sandy soils or areas of frequent frosts, flooding or waterlogging
Susceptible to overgrazing

	Cassia, round leaf
	Chamaecrista rotundifolia
	Creeping

Up to 30 cm across and 40 cm high
	Tropics and subtropics

800 – 1200 mm
	Free draining infertile soils
	Very fast establishment,

Early flowering

Very heavy seeding

Good nitrogen fixation

Drought tolerant


	Not very palatable (but is more palatable than dry grass in drought)

Intolerant of heavy soils and waterlogging

Not recommended for fertile soils as will take over when not being grazed

	Leucaena 
	Leucaena leucocephala
	Perennial shrub legume (tree)

Deep rooted
	>600 mm
	Well drained soils in warm regions

High fertility clay soils

Neutral to high pH


	Highest digestibility of tropical legumes

Up to 300kg LWG/year with adequate leucaena


	High mimosine (poisonous amino acid) content

Leaf is not frost tolerant but height protects from ground frosts

Seedlings susceptible to competition

	Jointvetch, American
	Aescynomene americana
	Vigorous erect perennial

To 2 m if not grazed

Branched prostrate habit if grazed
	Tropics and subtropics

> 1000 mm 
	Wet soils

Tolerates low fertility
	Persistent and prostrate under grazing and waterlogging
Combines well with many grasses

Palatable
	Intolerant of frost


	Desmanthus
	Desmanthus virgatus
	Woody stemmed perennial

Tall and prostrate forms
	Tropics and subtropics

550 – 750 mm
	Clay soils with neutral to acid pH


	Summer growing

Productive

Palatable

Drought tolerant

Cold tolerant but defoliated by heavy frosts

Does not cause bloat
	Seed is very hard and needs time to weather before it can regenerate



	White clover
	Trifolium repens
	Perennial 

Prostrate
	>900 mm


	Neutral pH and high P soils

Free draining loams, slit loams and clay loams

Will thrive on poorer soils if fertilised
	Highly productive
Resistant to heavy grazing (due to stolons)

High quality

Cold and frost tolerant

Very palatable
	Often causes bloat
Short lived in subtropics

Not drought tolerant

Not shade tolerant



	Lucerne 
	Medicago sativa
	Erect perennial

Low set crown

Extremely deep root system
	Temperate climates and subtropics

> 550 mm
	Fertile well drained soils

At least 30 cm of friable loam

Responsive to phosphorus and sulphur
	“King of all legumes”

Most commonly planted legume

Rotational grazing or regular spelling

High quality
	Intolerant of waterlogging
Causes bloat


	Creeping vigna
	Vigna parkeri
	Low growing creeping perennial
	Subtropical humid environment

> 1000 mm
	
	Grows well with kikuyu

Very tolerant of heavy grazing
Forms basis of dairy pasture in Atherton Tablelands and Gympie
	

	Siratro 
	Macroptilium atropureum
	Creeper
	
	
	
	Not persistent under heavy grazing (cattle ate all the growing points)


