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Goals Exercise

I. Ways that you would like to develop as a writer:
1. I believe that my prose is always capable of being refined, and so that is one of the ways I certainly hope to develop this semester.
2. I hope that, by refining my ability to efficiently research my subject matter, I will be able to also enhance the clarity of my prose.
II. Academic topics and disciplines with which you would like to become more familiar:
1. There is a world of criticism based on Chaucer that I have not even begun to fully immerse myself in.  I would relish the opportunity to become more familiar with much of it.

2. The Ovidius Moralizatus tradition is fairly new ground to me, and something with which I would like to become more acquainted intellectually.

III. Research skills that you would like to develop:
1. I believe I have a fairly well-developed set of research skills at my disposal.  However, I would like to refine my ability to locate the most valuable sources when performing electronic searches.
2. While I do not believe I can make much headway with this goal over the course of a single semester, I do hope to become more acquainted with the French and Latin languages, which will enable me to view more of my period’s source material in its original context, without relying on the translations of others.
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Sources Description


Within the context of my research proposal, I believe several disciplines are going to prove themselves critically important.  First and foremost will be English Literature with specific regard for the medieval period and Geoffrey Chaucer.  To this end, I have my own bachelor’s degree in Medieval and Renaissance Literature, an extensive familiarity with the Riverside Anthology of Chaucer’s work, and a relationship with several faculty members including David Wallace.  My second necessary primary source will be Ovid’s Metamorphoses, a text which lends itself more to the discipline of Classical Studies, another department in which I had the opportunity to study as an undergraduate and in which I have contacts that should prove helpful to me, both in my search for additional material and in the drafting of the research proposal itself.  Finally, with regard to primary sources, I would like to look at Pierre Bersuire’s famous Ovidius Moralizatus, the text that began the tradition I seek to investigate.


Secondary sources will serve to reinforce my readings of these primary texts.  I hope to make extensive use of not only my own library searches, but also of Professors such as David Wallace and Rita Copeland who have worked in the medieval field for many years.  Their insights into the world of Chaucerian and Ovidian criticism will be invaluable, helping me to refine my focus over this expansive literary subject.  I will also be looking at the works of Allister Minnis, whose scholarship on the subject of Chaucer and pagan antiquity is widely regarded as some of the most important in the field.

