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Reaction 8: The Legend of Good Women

The Legend of Good Women presents a paradox in the two versions of its prologue.  Between the F and G versions, there are distinct differences, not the least of which being that only one copy of G exists while we have several manuscripts of version F.  I believe, however, that a case can be made for the F prologue being the earlier, authorial text, while G came both later and more than likely from a scribe.  One of the major reasons for my arguing such is that the F text seems to be more concerned with detail within the poem.  That is to say it is more lyrical than its G counterpart.  G, similarly, seems to be better organized and suggests that revisions were made.  As scribes would be more concerned with associative ideas than poeticism, and Chaucer with quite the reverse, it stands to reason that G is the later work.  The F prologue also contains a pair of very telling lines, beginning at 496: “And whan this book ys maad, yive it the quene, / On my byhalf, at Eltham or at Sheene” (F-Text, ll. 496-7).  Sheen was the summer palace of Anne of Bohemia, the Queen of Richard II, suggesting that this line is in reference to her.  These lines are absent in the G prologue, suggesting perhaps that they were removed after Anne’s death in 1394.  While such proof is far from concrete, I believe it does lend credence to the idea that the G text is a much later revision, and more than likely not an authorial version, but rather a scribal one.
