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Sexual education presents itself as one of the most contentious issues in education today, and the debate that surrounds it focuses not only on the place of sex education within our schools, if any, but also on the method in which it should be taught, by whom it should be taught, and just what knowledge should be imparted to our youth.  There are an enormous number of social- and value-laden judgments to be made in this regard.  Decisions made by school boards and politicians that influence sexual education will, in turn, influence the ideas of hundreds of individuals regarding sex and sexuality.  Ideas of tolerance in this regard will certainly have an impact on the function of a democratic society, in which all individuals, regardless of gender or sexuality, should have the capacity to thrive and not to be discriminated against.  It is my hope to address these issues with particular regard to the issue of homosexuality within the context of sex education, and to put forth the idea that the goal of such education should be to create good, tolerant citizens within our democratic society.  Beginning with Foucault’s History of Sexuality, I intend to trace this issue from a historical perspective, utilizing his idea of a “deployment of sexuality” as a basis for the dialogue that will create such citizens.  Jose and White’s articles then provide us with points in time, specific series of events that display just how contentious and powerful an issue homosexuality can be to a society in terms of educational policy.  Turning then to more current scholarship, I hope to examine the policies in effect today to address this issue and evaluate the aims of those policies: whether they aim to reinforce preexisting values of heterosexuality, undermining tolerance and autonomy, or if they are more open, more accepting of a diverse population and thus preparing our youth for their roles as citizens within that population.
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