Viggo Mortensen to topline Spanish flick?

Variety says that Viggo Mortensen (Hidalgo, The Lord of the Rings) is in negotiations to topline the Spanish period adventure flick entitled Alatriste. 

Mortensen will play the eponymous Captain Alatriste, a Spanish soldier-cum-mercenary during the country’s 16th century imperial wars. 

Mortensen speaks perfect Spanish, having lived in Argentina for years. The £14 million film has been written and will be directed by Agustin Diaz Yanes. 

Mexican Gael Garcia Bernal is in talks to play Alatriste’s page Inigo while Spanish actress Elena Anaya (Van Helsing) may co-star as Angelica de Alquezar, Inigo’s love interest.

Filming is expected to start next January in Seville and Toledo, as well as in northern Spain.
