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1) Topic 1: 

Tutoring Program For Migrant Workers

2) Reason:  

As we know that migrant workers are the peoples who move from one country to another countries in order to earn living. That’s why, instead of having skill for work, they must have sufficient knowledge of language. Of course, if they still have limited  knowledge of language, they will find troubles. To overcome it, the migrant workers should take  course / class or find ways where they can learn language.

3) Summary:

No doubt that migrant workers only have limited time to learn language, because they spend their times to earn living. With limited time, it is not enough to achieve much progress, so that they have to learn independently. 

There are some ways to help the students (migrant workers) to learn language outside the class. The 1st is using MP3 player. By using it, they can listen variety of audio files on content. They should be lively, natural, and of course relevant to their lives. To avoid from confusion, the tutor should also provides transcripts and note of words / phrases. The 2nd way is that the students can borrow ESL literacy books accompanied with cassettes. They can play it in their homes using walkman or cassette player. These devices are very practical, because the students are able to listen (also read) many times. Moreover, they can pick up new words, learn simple grammar and able to imitate the pronunciation.

However, the tutor cannot rely on these devices. The students still need exercises in class. The class should be student-centered, means the students involve directly, rather than teacher-centered. Through pictures, the activities can be developed into dialogues, games, doing pronunciation, vocabulary, and simple grammar. Finally, the most important note for teacher is that, all the activities should be relevant to student’s needs.

4) Emails used to create summary:

· "Dear colleagues:

   I¹ve been asked to set up a tutoring program at a local church for mostly Spanish-speaking migrant workers. The men and women will meet just for one hour a week in small group tutoring; they¹re at the beginning-low intermediate levels. Since I teach at the college level, I need help coming up with texts and resources for this group. Any suggestions?"

   Nancy Goulde

With one hour a week of class time your students will not achieve much progress in the language unless they work hard on their own time. If they can afford an MP3 player I suggest that you make available to them a variety of audio files on content of interest to them. Ideally transcripts for this content should also be available. They should try listening many times to each content item, even if they have some trouble understanding. They should also read the transcript and note the words and phrases they do not understand.

Concentrate on a limited amount of content where they are picking up words and imitating pronunciation will be better than listening to radio or TV, although the latter is good for entertainment and stimulus. 

You can then discuss these words and phrases in class, as well as elaborating on the subject of their listening. You will probably want to divide the content and the learners into beginner, medium and advanced. 

If your learners will commit to listen between 30 - 60 minutes a day, 6 days out of 7, they will make progress. This will be especially the case if they are interested in the content they are listening to. Ideally this content should be lively and natural. For the advanced learners it may be radio content or other content that is either intended for native speakers. Ideally all content should be relevant to their lives.

I would spend my time on content and words and phrases. I would not discuss grammar rules.

Steve Kaufmann

www.thelinguist.blogs.com
· New Readers Press specializes in adult literacy and low literacy ESL. One series in particular is very good- LifePrints.  It is life skills based, very functional, and has a point by point teacher’s book which is great for volunteer tutors who may not have much teaching experience. One caveat:  you need a tape or cd player to get the most from the series.

I agree with Steve Kaufman that you need to find a way to increase their contact time with the language to more than 1 hour a week. Unfortunately, the migrant population isn’t likely to own Mp3 players or computers, although my experience 6 years ago showed that most had cassette players of some kind.  Perhaps your program could invest in some readers the students could borrow week to week?  Again, New Readers Press publishes these with the adult learner in mind.  I had volunteers read these books on cassette tape and students would check out the book and cassette to listen to at home. And it’s not too big an investment to purchase a few walkmans or small cassette players for your students who don’t have a means to play at home.  Of course, that was 6 years ago, and now you would need to do a poll to see what technology your potential students have at home.

Maria Spelleri

Manatee Community College FL USA

· >tutoring program at a local church for mostly Spanish-speaking migrant   workers

Keep in mind there may be some hesitancy on the part of your students to exercise any choice in their English-language education. You can ask them to build a lexicon of words they want to know in English, and do pronunciation, simple grammar, and conversation exercises with them based on the lexicon they have come up with.

Nelson Bank

National Unity in Language

El Paso, Texas

· I work with immigrant job seekers and workers. I've found very few resources for adult workers that were relevant and interesting to either me or the students. The key for me has not been the materials but eliciting from the students their needs and then creating class activities using a number of different books/resources which address those needs. Where do the students work? Do they need to speak English at work? Are they having trouble with their children at school? Do they have trouble accessing social services?

Although our classes are focused mainly on the hospitality industry, I found that using a picture dictionary (Word by Word and Oxford) works very well. First, it helps eliminate literacy issues. Second, if you use them right they are engaging to the students. 

I introduce the pictures. I create a dialogue relevant to the students. I cut up the pictures into cards and use them in class. We play games- bingo, dictionary, run to the board and write the word, memory, miming. We do talking lines and circles using the pictures and dialogues. I have them sit back to back and play a form of Jigsaw/Bingo, sometimes using a basic grammar point (for maids- "I'm making the bed in Room 1", or for a job interview, one student asks question, one student gives correct answer.) We conduct surveys using the pictures.  

I've also found that focusing a bit more on pronunciation boosts confidence tremendously and encourages the students to take more risks outside of the classroom. 

More than anything it's important to ask them what they need. Soon you'll find a pattern. Currently, there is a lot of demand for banking skills (writing checks, opening accounts, direct deposit, etc). 

Shannon Prestridge

Vocational English Program Manager

Nevada Partners

710 W. Lake Mead Blvd. 

North Las Vegas, NV 89030

(702)924-2144 

· May I also suggest checking the Center for Adult English Language Acquisition's Web site? They have a series of health pictures that can be used with any level of student as well as many other resources.

Web site:

www.cal.org/caela

Health pictures:

http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/Health/
Kirsten Schaetzel

Adult ESL Specialist

Center for Adult English Language Acquisition

Center for Applied Linguistics

4646 40th St. NW

Washington, DC 20016

kirsten@cal.org
1) Topic 2:

       Learning English As Second language Since Early Years

2) Reason:

Learning English as second language since early years is very useful for children. Since they familiar with play and exploration, they learn language effortlessly.  Moreover, exposure to English language is usually  linked to high IQ, rich vocabulary, having better performance in many subject areas, and also admission to top universities later on. 

3) Summary:

Early years are the right time the children learn second language (English). The children in pre-school, kindergarten, and low-primary students will have no difficulties when the class activities (ex: storytelling, spelling, etc) conducted in English. They will easily comprehend the ideas being taught by the teacher.

Moreover, Salman Atassi agreed that a second language early is not only feasible, but also desirable for various reasons. He proposes a method on how children learn second language in class that is the teacher should conduct short session only, perhaps 40 minutes a week. By using that method, the children will learn without pressures. They enjoy learning second language and of course they can make use language well.

Unfortunately, it is different with the children in Taiwan. Eggerman says that elementary instruction in L2 would not necessarily undermine L1. He also added that language usage is very peer-influenced, and that a lot of language is reinforced and learned outside of classrooms. However, since the children in all grades in Taiwan often study all day in school, they have no chance to practice the language with their peers. Also,   their parents often don't speak English at home. These are the reasons why they are not competence in English. Furthermore, overall language test scores in Mandarin and English in Taiwan are, not surprisingly, low.

4) Emails used to create summary:

· I've often heard that it's never too early to start a L2 but at what 

age should classroom instruction start in an EFL setting? kindergarden?  Elementary school?  How about at the age of 2 or 3 in a private language school?  Input on this matter would be greatly appreciated in helping to make arguments for or against the issue pending in my local school board.

Scott Peters

peterss2@hotmail.com
Shimosuwa East Jr. High, Nagano, Japan.

· >at what age should classroom instruction start in an EFL setting?

Pre-school, kindergarten, and low-primary students will have no trouble catching on if a class is taught in English.  Your students will benefit from a daily class in, say, storytelling or spelling, if conducted in English.

Nelson Bank

University of Texas - El Paso

· Hello to all


I'd like to share my experience with pre-school children in an EFL setting. All of my students were girls and between 4-6 years old and all Persian speakers. It is worth mentioning that the language of the classroom was totally English. Of course I speak only in English at first but they started speaking after 2-3 months (2 or 3-word sentences). 


I think this age is very suitable for learning another language. Although, I know some children who start learning English at age of 3 and they are very successful.

Best,

Nazli Hooshmand

· Salman (Sal) Atassi agrees that learning a second language early is not only feasible, but also desirable for various reasons. 


My observations are based on anecdotal not empirical evidence.  But I did raise five kids abroad and have had a lot if experience with this sort of thing as both a teacher and a parent.  Obviously, the best solution is dual immersion, but that is not what is described here.  Rather, short sessions totaling perhaps as few as 40 minutes a week of immersion are indicated.  The benefits?  You catch the students at an age where learning is no sweat, and you maintain that acquisition beyond the pubescent point of no return: the onset on the atrophy of echoic ability and rate building.  By the time they are in secondary school you don't have to teach these students the target language, you just have to get them to use it. 

Mert - Dr.M.L.Bland, Arlington, VA, USA

    <Mert_Bland@yahoo.com>

· I entirely agree with Mr. Eggerman, who says that elementary instruction in L2 would not necessarily undermine L1.  I was taught Spanish in elementary school.  It had no deleterious effect on my English, and to this day I credit being able to count in Spanish and correctly pronounce words from Mexican menus from the songs and games we played in those hours, although I don't recall much else.

Mr. Eggerman also correctly points out that language usage is very peer-influenced, and that a lot of language is reinforced and learned outside of classrooms.  As none of my peers spoke Spanish to me on the playground after our lessons, I had little reason to retain it, except that which was required for quizzes.

Where learning affect could occur, however, is when there is an inordinate amount of pressure by family and school to achieve significant progress in English in a short period of time, such as I find here in Taiwan.  Kids in all grades often study all day in school, then continue their learning in night schools (as well as completing the day's homework).  You tend to end up with stressed and exhausted learners who retain little and resent learning a lot.  As for peer-influence of language -- who has the time to play? And, I should add, the parents often don't speak English at home; another reason for kids not to retain it.

Taiwan also complicates things by now adding language instruction in

Taiwanese, which does likely effect the quality of primary language instruction in the common language of Mandarin.  Overall language test scores in Mandarin and English in Taiwan are, not surprisingly, low.

Marc Anthony

Taipei Taiwan[image: image1.png]



