CALL Assignment

Website Evaluation
(Novita Maya 112002091)

Here, is the evaluation of a website http://www.rif.org/assets/Documents/readingplanet/ReadAloud_Stories/zero_the_hero.html for its appropriateness to be applied in the computer-based language setting.

Reading Is Fundamental (RIF) is a website where the teachers, parents, as well as the children can benefit from. It is designed to assist them to learn both online or offline. Moreover, RIF also prepares and motivates children to read by delivering free books and literacy resources to those children and families who need them most. Founded in 1966, RIF is the oldest and largest children's and family nonprofit literacy organization in the United States. RIF’s highest priority is reaching underserved children from birth to age 8. Through community volunteers in every state and U.S. territory, RIF provides 4.5 million children with 16 million new, free books and literacy resources each year.  

This website has several positive features. They are:
· The website is easy to access.

· The website provides an email address, phones, mail address for the readers who want to send their comments. Those are contactus@rif.org, 1 (877) RIF-READ or (202) 536-3400, Reading Is Fundamental, 1825 Connecticut Avenue, N. W. Suite 400. Washington, DC.
· The website makes use of real audio streaming, so that students can listen as they read at the same time.
· The website provides a lot of materials, especially reading materials, according to the levels of the students.
· The website provides fun games.

· The website is designed beautifully, colorful pages and pictures that attract the children’s attention.

However, this website also has several negative features. They are:

· The website has no materials for assessment, so that the teachers should make it by themselves.
· The stories in the website cannot be copied, means it cannot be used for offline materials. So, we have to open it through internet access (online).

· A certain kind of software has to be downloaded to access the specific features like the audio-streaming.
The 8 aspects of website evaluation are analyzed below:
1. Credibility

This website is credible, RIF (Reading Is Fundamental) is developed by the largest children's and family nonprofit literacy organization in the United States. It can also be considered as an expert (has lots of experiences in that field) because it founded in 1966. If we want to know further, we can contact by mail, e-mail, and phones.

2. Learner Fit

The materials from this website are appropriate for learner needs. The highest priority of this website is for children who are in EFL, from birth to age of 8. However, for ESL, we can use from preschool until the end of elementary school.

3.   Language learning potential
          The importance of the language learning potential is strongly related to the “learner fit”. Since the materials require interaction between learners and classroom, it can fulfill learner needs.
4. Up-to-date

           This site is up dated regularly. We can know this from the materials provided in the site that include the year of publication.

5. Positive Impact

The main skill in this website is mainly reading skill. However, it can also teach others skill like listening and speaking. When the learners listen to sound produced in the site, in some way the learners will also learn listening skill. The materials can enrich the vocabulary of the learners.

6. Meaning Focus
All the materials as well as the instructions in this website use the target language (in this case, English).

7. Practicality

The materials, tasks, and tools are easy to be followed and help students a lot in comprehending the material so that they will get satisfying result.

8. Authenticity

We put authenticity in the lower rank, because we think that we can adjust or set the materials according to the situations and conditions.
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