Village F.C. 

PEN PICTURES OF VILLAGE PLAYERS PAST AND PRESENT


RIC BOWL - the manageress - Well known for his even tempered management Ric has steered Village F.C. through its turbulent history with a cool and even hand. Having recently reached 85 years of age, Ric maintains his body in peak condition with strict adherence to a punishing training schedule and diet the results of which will be obvious to anyone who has the pleasure of seeing him play on this year's tour to Italy. 


LOUIE BELCUORE - "The Italian stallion " - multilingual, multi-talented Louis brings an air of sophistication and culture to all Village events appearing considerably more mature than his actual fourteen years. Amazingly Louie, recently failed to establish himself in the Bundesliga but was welcomed back into Birmingham A.F.A. Division Four where he belongs with open arms. His choice of overcoats leads many to believe that he has a career in management in front of him. 


KEN BRAIDWOOD Versatile Kenny has played in a number of positions over a number of seasons. Unfortunately however, much like Paul Madeley, Kenny's adaptability is also his downfall and he has never completely fulfilled his potential. "Lasher" had high hopes of leading the scoring table at the end of any season. Anyone drawing him in the sweep should throw away their ticket immediately. 


GRAHAM COOMBS Once joined the club tour direct from judging the Miss Ireland contest, Graham will in fact be spending his time in Italy assessing the value of property and the quality of the white wine. An extremely polite fullback Graham always apologises to players he tackles and, without fail, enquires as to the well-being of their sisters. 


IAN DAVIES The misnamed "Rhino Davies", Ian is in fact a gifted ball player renowned for his close control and accurate passing. Firmly married Ian has only in the past been allowed on tour providing he is chaperoned at all times. Women should note however, that in practice this makes no difference whatsoever to his actual behaviour. 


DALTON DENNIS - A friend of the earth, Dalton recently took to filling his car with diesel arguing that the cost of repair was nothing Compared to saving the planet. Women should beware should Dalton approach them claiming it is his birthday. On the footballing front Dalton's reputation is founded upon the fact that he supplied the pass for the goal of the tour in 1989. No-one can remember anything else he has ever done. 


ARMANDO DE PINTO D'ABREU - An intriguing combination of Vasco de Gama and Julio Iglesias, Armando's latin temperament was clearly evident in Village's style of play over a number of years. Renowned for his cool good looks and satellite TV, Armando has pledged to arrive in time for this year's tour, foregoing breakfast if absolutely necessary. 


JAMES DOCHERTY - The manager's right hand man for many years Jim has built his reputation on hard tackling, strong running and his willingness to wash the kit. Happily married for several years Jimmy is an example to us all. Jimmy has recently been seen poring over a large map of Campagnia and the Italian good beer guide. We are unsure as to whether good Italian beer actually exists. 


ANTHONY DOWLING This naturally gifted player is said to have had trials with both the Merseyside giants as a youth but selflessly rejected all offers in favour of a vocation in teaching. His natural ball skills brought an almost Brazilian atmosphere to the playing fields of Birmingham. Once likened to Maradona - small, fat and slow - Tony's play reached heights to which the rest of us could only aspire. 


JOHN GARRETT The voice of reason within the club, John's greatest claim to fame is to have once kicked Johnny Giles. This is hard to believe as he is renowned for getting the ball rather than the man. John's amazing goal tally for the club owes a lot to him being the penalty king. John is hoping one day to purchase a fully functional set of underwear and socks. Almost all those he possesses have more holes than the team's defence. 


ANDY HASTINGS - The broadcasting of his series Cat Weasel having ended, Andy is now able to give his full attention to football. A veteran of the club Andy has an almost uncanny awareness of the position of both player and ball at all times, i.e. they are always past him and heading for goal. An avid reader of Erica Jong, when on tour Andy always travels alone by train. 


JUNIOR HEMMINGS Famous for his groin injuries (source unknown), Junior is hoping that he will actually be able one day to play a full match, while the rest of us simply hope that in time he will remember which side he is on. Junior is an avid disciple of the Dave Bassett school of football and has had trials with Wimbledon, Leeds and Sheffield United. 


PAUL HENRY - The chances of Paul being present on this year's tour are slim given his previous record concerning passports. Should he arrive, however, he will no doubt contribute in his usual calm and selfless manner encouraging all around him. Paul is planning to become a referee at the end of his career. Paul is the only member of Village to be sent off whilst wearing Ric Bowl's athletic support. 


DANIEL HOWARD - recently compared by our manager to Rodney Marsh (honestly!), Dan does in fact share this player's propensity for alcohol and women. A younger member of the club, Dan still looks towards the more mature club members such as Ric, Jim and Paul Henry as role models. 


GRAHAM HUGHES - Another fine exponent of the body check Graham is a lover of home comforts and is rarely seen without his sports car, carpet and bird bath. Sadly, and to the distress of his D Team colleagues, he doesn't always seem to remember his toupee and contact lenses. On tour Graham is the red coat's greatest challenge given his severe aversion to sunlight. 


STEVE HUGHES Derbyshire born, part-time goalkeeper Steve is a legend in the club for his elasticity and fitness having never missed a game through injury in his career. His main interest is the collection of irrelevant and boring information concerning his home town's cricket and football clubs, the names of which are too insignificant to mention. Steve is hoping to use this year's tour to build upon his even, all over suntan. 


MIKE KERSLAKE - Dr. Blake, the club physician, continues to bring his expert advice to bear upon all injuries, specialising in alcohol poisoning. Also known as the "Harborne Strangler" - a tribute to his 'combative' approach whether playing up front or at centre-half - on tour Mike is renowned for nocturnal visits to the rooms of other members of the club whilst still asleep. Anyone finding him straddling them in the night should simply, shout 'Down Gret" and order him to his basket immediately. 


DOUG KINSELLA Goalkeeper?- representing the youth wing of the club, Doug long hoped that his courageous performances in the Sunday team would lead to him replacing Ric as the first team keeper, later in his career. Doug is extremely proud of his personal appearance and is particularly adverse to grass stains upon his knees, shorts or Peter Shilton gloves. 


MARK LOUCHRAN The quiet recluse of the club, Mark is only rarely persuaded to leave his work behind and to relax for a while. Teetotal vegetarian Mark shares the same diet and training regime as Ric and has achieved a similar level of fitness. Mark has in the past also been the tour red coat and ensured that everyone was tucked into their beds. 


LENNARD McKENZIE - Amazingly given his youth Lenny is one of the longest serving members of Village FC. Over the years he has mastered the slowest body swerve in history, to say nothing of the body check and is one of the few players in the side whose place is certain. Rumours that this is due to the small fee he pays Ric each week are so far unproven. 


PAUL MCQUADE Renowned for his calm temperament and accepting attitude towards authority, "Mad Dog" is an example to all the young players within the club. He also has something of a lucky mascot - his father has yet to see him concede a goal in a competitive match for the club. Paul is this year hoping his (and Glasgow's) favourite club will pick-up a trophy after a long break. Some have suggested this makes him a bit of a 'Walter Smitty'. 


LINCOLN MOSES - An internationally renowned midfield general, often likened to Napoleon (short and fat), Lincoln built his reputation upon an awesome performance against Italian opposition on our last visit there. He is reported to be looking forward this year to a tour of Napoli's cultural sights and will probably be the only member of the team to purchase a souvenir for his car. 


PAUL UNDERWOOD A well-established left back Paul holds ambitions to play centre forward for the club. Only an inability to shoot or head the ball holds him back. Paul is still hoping for the chance to demonstrate that his ethereal ball skills to a more appreciative continental audience but all attempts to pass him on have so far failed. Perhaps the Bosman ruling will at least prove helpful in this respect. 

