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“New England” is virtually obsolete, speckled

With judgmental ironies, brutal hostilities

Brick walls cemented with pompous piety

Ancient traditions unfriendly to youthful ingenuity 

Hardly a situation for creature like me

Seductive travesty of brick and mortar amenities

Chilling, appalling conspiracies

Fratricidal travesty, zero-sum** socio-economy

Bleak, barren homogeny

Stony faces, heart-less smiles

Zero tolerance for creativity

Ruled by dusty figurines of saints from frozen memories

Black and white photos that were cast

To resurrect the hopes of the past

Photographed angelic, chubby face evolved into an “iron “knave”

They sold a sister as a slave

 In exchange for Wall Street annuities

They kept one sister in the nest …

Jeannie was spelled to be “second-best”.

And, so, accepted altruistic servitude

She was tricked by thoughts of piety

Seduced into a mockery of selfless devotion for the family 

She had no time for spiritual 

Creativity, seduced by Ivy wizards of fertility

To believe in conception at fifty-three

Pressured by the speculators at Harvard maternity

She ignored the deed of our maternal ancestry

That fancied a child from the waifs and strays  

Mimicking Panakeia’s* speculative remedy was ultimate fatality

Scorned her sister Hygeia’s ill-fated  lessons

Contemptuous to her admonitions, ignored her dissertations

Since they were contrary to the Ivy League’s popular speculations

Her two fledgling sons would henceforth consider

Maternal wisdom as cruelly deficient

Since she assumed a capricious science fiction 

That equated maternal delusions with initial gerontology 

*Hygeia and Panakeia were Asklepios daughters.
Panacea and Hygeine.

**Non-Zero Sum  by Robert Wright
