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Child Labor

The term ‘Child Labor’ refers to the involvement of children in economic activities to earn money. The reasons behind it are many. Overpopulation, poverty, ignorance, and unemployment are some of them. According to UNICEF, the total number of child laborers was 250 million in the year 2000. Among them 50 to 60 million children [5 to 11 years old] were working under intolerable conditions. Similarly, the United Nation’s Report on Child Labor 1999 estimated that 20 million bonded child laborers were working across the globe. The following statistics provided by International Labor Organization (ILO) may help us understand the gravity of the problem.

	Countries
	% Working Children *

	Kenya
	41.3

	Senegal
	31.4

	Nigeria
	25.8

	Turkey
	24

	Pakistan
	17.7

	Mexico
	6.7

	Argentina
	4.5

	Portugal
	1.8

	Italy
	0.4


* The average age of these laborers is 12 years.

The US Department of States reports that approximately 70,000 children are trafficked across international borders annually. These children are forced to work as laborers at factories, workshops or homes. Another class of working children is rapidly appearing in war and conflict ridden countries. Most of them come from families which have recently become poor due to economic recession. Their number is more than 300,000. Iraq is an example where 6 to 7 years old children are found working under harsh conditions. In many countries like Sri Lanka, Uganda, Columbia and Sierra Leon children are forcibly recruited as soldiers in rebel groups. These figures are only guesstimated. The real situation might be even more serious. 

The modern world takes child labor as a callous and ruthless activity and often takes an aggressive stance against it. Many international humanitarian organizations are striving to eliminate this menace. But still   millions of children are denied their basic rights across the globe. They enjoy no play, sleep, health and education. They are supposed to work at an early age. Direct exposure to unhealthy work place and vulnerability to physical and mental abuse temper with their abilities. A humane consideration may bar us from supporting child labor. But a deep insight into the problem will make us change our opinion. Let us have a general review of this problem from different perspectives.

Parents’ Perspective

In a poor society like ours, the people belonging to lower strata have to take much pain in order to make both ends meet. Increasing rate of inflation and over population ultimately results in very poor standard of living. In these circumstances, parents want their young ones to earn for themselves and share the burden. Most of the parents hesitate in sending their children to schools. They want their children to get some job instead of ‘wasting time in getting education’. This is owing to the low quality of education and its irrelevance to the job market. 

Child’s Perspective


A child is the worst victim in the whole scenario. A hungry and deprived child prefers earning money rather than playing and studying. In fact, he has no other option but to work and share the burden. Most of them work in agricultural farms, motor workshops and factories where they are prone to physical torture and even sexual abuse. They are under paid and highly exploited. Not to speak of ambition, hope and career they do not even get peace of mind and healthy outlook towards life. A distorted picture of life ruins their imagination. 

Economic & Social Perspective


This is an age of globalization and tough economic competition. Countries like Pakistan need to increase their manpower in order to survive in the global economy. We are already facing a dearth of skilled workers and labor force. Child labor is the solution of this problem. Children acquire new skills easily as they are naturally sharp and active. Their demands are fewer and they work against minimal wages. For these reasons children are the best pick for the employers.

Social perspective differs from society to society. In developed countries like the USA, child labor is seriously condemned. On the other hand, the economies of poor nations owe a great deal to it. Their governments are unable to provide educational and health cover to their population. Economic instability adds to the seriousness of the problem. In such a situation, it seems justified to use maximum population for the development of the society.

Government’s Perspective 


 The governments of developing or under developed nations may find child labor an incurable menace. These nations are already marred with poverty, overpopulation and unemployment. They can do nothing worthwhile to cope with this situation. These nations do not have sufficient resources to provide effective education and employment to all citizens. They may not even like to take risk of losing skilled labor force.      

The Humanitarian Perspective


A humanitarian perspective of this problem urges us not to involve innocent children in jarring and odd activities just to earn some pennies. It appears to be an inhuman act to deprive innocent children of their basic rights and force them to mint money. But a humane analysis of the problem should not end up by only condemning the problem. It must go further and devise some practicable remedies. 

Many international organizations like the United Nations have passed code of conducts for industrialists and employers in order to discourage child labor. International Labor Organization (ILO), for instance, has put a ban on forced or compulsory labor, debt bondage and serfdom of children. Activities that are likely to affect the health, safety or morals of children have been restricted. ILO has prescribed 14 years as the minimum age for child labor. But the problem is still unresolved as every country has its own social and economical problems. There can be no comprehensive solution on which all countries can mutually agree. A more practicable way to solve the problem is to define a general and flexible framework. All countries should adopt it according to their economic and social problems.     

Immediate Remedies

 Child labor cannot be abolished until poverty, unemployment and economic instability are eliminated. But still these practicable measues can solve the riddle to a certain extent. 

1. A parallel education system should be introduced for working children.

2. They should be given technical education so that hey can get jobs easily in their relevant fields.

3. Flexible school timings and job-oriented skills should be introduced.

4. Workplaces for children should be monitored. These places should not pose threat to their moral, physical and mental upbringing.

5. Minimum wages should be prescribed.

6. Employers should be forced not to hire any child below 14 years of age.

Long Term Planning

The role of developed countries can be of vital importance in solving this problem, as the poor nations are unable to render financial support to working children.  Some long-term plans are as following; 

1. Industrialists should be encouraged to provide vocational education to child workers. International agencies should provide them expertise and financial assistance.   

2. Charity funds should be raised to give stipends as an incentive so that children seek education with more zest.

3. Free schooling for the working children should be introduced through out the country. This demands allocation of more funds for education in national budget.

4. Local NGOs should be encouraged to educate masses about the problem. Financial assistance of international donor agencies can do this.



5. Developed countries should share their knowledge and resources to eliminate this problem.

Conclusion


The solution of the problem is as complex as the problem itself is. Step by step implementation of the above mentioned remedies could do much. Somehow, no individual or a group can solely eradicate this problem. It can only be solved with careful planning and active participation of governments and international organizations.  
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