Image Is Nothing. Thirst Is Everything.

Attitude.  Obey your thirst.  How does attitude relate to obeying your thirst?  Well, attitude not only refers to a disposition or a posture in manner, but also a feeling or a mood in action in its deep down, indescribable form.  For Christians, this attitude can be analogous to the relationship between our hearts and the shape of the cross.  Our thirst for God may be portrayed as our looking up and seeking after God, the vertical beam of the cross.  Our relationship with Him forms a Christ-like attitude towards our relationship with one another on earth, the horizontal beam.

Although the word ‘attitude’ does not easily form an acronym or an acrostic, the 8 characters of the word can remind us of the 8 be-"attitudes" found in Matthew 5:3-10 and in Luke 6:20-26.  Upon reading, it seems like Jesus went up to the mountainside to teach to the crowds.  However, it's interesting to note that, especially in different translations, Jesus seems to be specifically directing his message to his disciples for the very first time after their response to his calling.   The first four Beatitudes teach us how our attitude should be toward God - the quencher of our thirst.  The latter four of the Beatitudes teach how our attitudes should be when we interact with each other.

This interpretation of the Beatitudes did not come to me by sudden revelation, but rather through a book, Walk This Way by Tim Woodroof, on the subject of discipleship.  However, discipleship first starts with our attitude.  

A—"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

Our attitude? We are poor before God, crying out to Him in dependency for nothing is ours; we are spiritually dead.  Everything, including eternal life, is given to us by our Creator. 

T—"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted."

Mourning over our wretched human nature, recognizing it in us.  Lamenting our condition before God in humbleness.  Admitting that we are sorry and then asking for forgiveness. 

T—"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth."

Meekness in our spirit by saying, "Not I, but Thee", "Not my will, but Yours.”  “Thy will be done.” 

I—"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled."

Hunger and thirst are the automatic reflexes in our biological systems in response to the extreme desire to drink or eat in order to quench the dryness in our throats and the emptiness in our growling stomachs.  Without being thirsty or hungry, we would starve to death or die of dehydration.  The desire for righteousness is our craving for God, the attitude of chasing after God.

T--"Blessed are the merciful for they will be shown mercy."

Mercy is following Jesus' example in forgiveness and compassion and putting it into action towards those around you, especially those who are hurting or in need.  

U--"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God."

Pure in heart? Does this mean being sinless? Striving to be the perfect, know-it-all-holier-

than-thou person?  The emphasis of being pure in heart is not so much to focus on our sinful lives, but rather our attitudes in approaching God and one another.  Honesty, integrity, sincerity, vulnerability in its purest form.  No masks, walls, and nothing to hide behind.  Absolutely zilch.

D--"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called sons of God."

Making peace.  Hmm, doesn't that take away my right to be angry?  Does that mean I have to be a happy-go-lucky person every day?  No, even Jesus experienced emotional lows and righteous anger.  Being a peacemaker means seeking to reconcile differences. Commitment in prayer, perseverance, and patience all in the pursuit of peace.

 E--"Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven."

Would people have enough evidence to convict you of being a disciple of Christ?  The question often causes us to wonder whether we will stand up for our faith and risk our lives to become martyrs for Christ.  The attitude?  To be willing to stand up for what we believe in even if it means facing physical, verbal, emotional, or spiritual attacks against us.  ‘You’re a hypocrite.  You dare call yourself a Christian?’ Our response?  To keep loving them in return, just as Christ loved those who placed him on the cross—that’s you and me.

We learn that with each Beatitude we incorporate into our attitude, there is a promise of God that follows.  By obeying our thirst for God, it becomes easy to follow Jesus in our heart and action. The Beatitudes become our attitude.
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