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Assignment 
Answer the following questions: 

What organization goes by the abbreviation EFF? What is the purpose of this organization? 
Electronic Frontier Foundation - It ensures freedom of access to new technologies and has taken part in several legal cases. / Mod 1 Sect 3 

What is the purpose of the Free Software Foundation? 
FSF keep patents from being used inappropriately and helps keep sortware freely available to all. / MOD 1 Sect 3 

What is a decompiler?. 
A tool to aid in the reverse engineering of software.(http://www.brouhaha.com/~eric/computers/mocha.html) 

Describe one scenario that you believe would involve the ethical use of a decompiler. 
I think when you are trying to debug complex software, a decompiler could be useful and ethical. 

As it pertains to viruses, what does the word hoax mean? Describe two reasons why hoaxes are bad. 
Hoaxes describe and warn people of UNREAL viruses thus making people ignore real viruses and allowing destruction. They also cause paranoia. / MOD 1 Sect 3 

Describe the difference between each of the following types of computer programs: public domain, freeware, shareware, copyrighted and patented. 
Freeware is: Copyrighted software given away for free by the author. Although it is available for free, the author retains the copyright, which means that you cannot do anything with it that is not expressly allowed by the author. Usually, the author allows people to use the software, but not sell it.(http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/f/freeware.html)
Shareware is: Software distributed on the basis of an honor system. Most shareware is delivered free of charge, but the author usually requests that you pay a small fee if you like the program and use it regularly. By sending the small fee, you become registered with the producer so that you can receive service assistance and updates. You can copy shareware and pass it along to friends and colleagues, but they too are expected to pay a fee if they use the product. Shareware is inexpensive because it is usually produced by a single programmer and is offered directly to customers. Thus, there are practically no packaging or advertising expenses. Note that shareware differs from public-domain software in that shareware is copyrighted. This means that you cannot sell a shareware product as your own. (http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/s/shareware.html)
Public Domain is: Refers to any program that is not copyrighted. Public-domain software is free and can be used without restrictions. The term public-domain software is often used incorrectly to include freeware, free software that is nevertheless copyrighted. (http://www.webopedia.com/TERM/P/public_domain_software.html)
Patented is defined as, in law, governmental grant of some privilege, property, or authority. Today patent refers to the granting to the inventor of a useful product or process the privilege to exclude others from making her invention. Therefore, the owner of the patent holds all the rights and authority to the software. (http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0837838.html)
Copyrighted is defined as the right granted by statute to the author or originator of certain literary, artistic, and musical productions whereby for a limited period of time he or she controls the use of the product. The work may be reproduced by the individual or by another licensed to do so by the individual. Royalties are paid on each performance of the work or each copy that is sold. Therefore copyright software is protected by law for a defined period of time thereby giving full rights of ownerships and royalties to the creator. (http://www.infoplease.com/ce6/society/A0813495.html) 

Do you believe that it would be ethical to download a public domain program (that you did not author) from the World Wide Web, alter the program to make it appear as though you were its author, and then upload the modified program back to the World Wide Web? Explain your reasoning. 
I believe it is ethical to download softward, edit it and upload the "new" program as long as you credit the original author (creator). You may assign credit as co-author or editor to make your revisions or changes know but you may not take credit for the creation of the program from scratch. The original creator needs to keep the credit for the part of the program that was their work. 

For questions 1, 2, 3, 5 and 6, cite the source from which you obtained your information.

