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Course Description
An introduction to the research process and methods for retrieving information
in a library or through online sources. Experience in approaching research, 
selecting a topic, and retrieving information on topics of professional or 
personal interest is provided. Focus is on developing the following 
information literacy skills: understanding the research process; selecting 
relevant print and electronic sources to answer research questions; 
effectively using Web search engines and UMUC Information and Library 
Services' electronic resources to find information; and evaluating, 
organizing, and correctly citing the information found. Students may receive 
credit for only one of the following courses: COMP 111, LIBS 100, or LIBS 150.

Course Introduction
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In today's information-driven society, it is necessary to have the skills to locate, evaluate, and use information effectively. In this course, you will become familiar with search strategies for finding information in both print and electronic formats. You will learn about searching the free Web, as well as proprietary resources available through UMUC's Information and Library Services.

You will gain an understanding of the steps involved in conducting research, including (1) identifying a research topic, (2) avoiding plagiarism, (3) evaluating the quality of information found, and (4) citing information properly. You will also learn about different types of libraries and library classification systems so you can use any library effectively. We will also introduce you to various information sources, including reference sources, periodicals, special collections, government information, and statistical sources. 

The skills you acquire from this course will be useful to your research projects and assignments in other courses at UMUC or at other academic institutions as well as to your professional activities. This course is divided into the following components. 

Module 1: Beginning the Research Process 
Module 2: Electronic Resources 
Module 3: Evaluating and Documenting Your Sources and the Basics of Copyright and Plagiarism 
Module 4: Libraries and Information and  Library Services

Course Goals/Objectives
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After completing this course, you should be able to: 

· demonstrate an understanding of the research process 

· select relevant print and electronic sources to answer research questions 

· effectively use the World Wide Web (Web) search engines and UMUC Information and Library Services's electronic resources to find information 

· evaluate, organize, and correctly cite the information found 

· integrate the new information into your understanding of the research question 

· identify resources and services available in libraries through UMUC Information and Library Services 

Course Materials

[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.png]



[image: image8.png]


Click here to view the required and recommended materials to be purchased and to access ordering information.  

Recommended Materials

Selected readings from other texts and articles will be available in the Reserved Readings area of the classroom. 

Grading Information
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Grading Criteria 

Grades will be determined as follows: 

	Online participation (learning activities, conferences)
	20%

	Research log
	40%

	Final examination
	40%

	Total
	100%


The grading scale, based on 100 points, is:

	A
	90-100 points

	B
	80-89 points 

	C
	70-79 points

	D
	60-69 points

	F
	below 60 points


Participation--World Wide Web Protocols

By registering for a Web-based course, you have made a commitment to participate in your course conferences as well as other online activities. To contact your instructor, use the conferencing software or e-mail links provided, which allow you to communicate with the instructor and your classmates in a virtual classroom 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Please plan to participate regularly. You will note in the grading policy that your online conference participation counts towards your final grade.

You are expected to adhere to the general rules of online etiquette. To prepare to use the online conference, you should read the notes on Online Participation and Online Etiquette in the "Read Me First" area of the course modules. Keep those notes handy; you may need to refer to them frequently during the semester.

 

Project Descriptions
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To see the description of the research log assignments and to access the form to submit your log, click on the Research Log button in the class menu.

Course Schedule
	Week
	Module
	Readings/Assignment(s)
	Due Date

	Week 1
	Module 1 January 27-Feb 2
	Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 2
Thiroux, Ch. 2 (reserve readings)
Module 1 Overview, Objectives & Commentary
Module 1 Learning Activity 1
Conferences Week 1
	February 2

	Week 2
	Module 1 February 3 - 9
	Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 4 & 6
Module 1 Commentary (review
Module 1 Learning Activity 2
Module 1 Self-Assessment
Research Log Steps 1 & 2
Conferences Week 2
	February 9

	Week 3
	Module 2 February 10 - 16
	Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 5 & 8
Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 6 (review)
Module 2 Overview, Objectives & Commentary
Module 2 Learning Activities 1 & 2
Research Log Step 3
Conferences Week 3
Optional: Mann, Ch 2 (reserved readings)
	February 16

	Week 4
	Module 2 February 17 - 23
	Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 8
Module 2 Commentary (review)
Module 2 Learning Activity 3
Module 2 Self-Assessment
Research Log Step 3
Conferences Week 4
	February 23


	Week 5
	Module 3 February 24 - March 2
	Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 3
Thiroux, Ch. 3 (reserved readings)
Module 3 Overview, Objectives & Commentary
Module 3 Learning Activities
Module 3 Self-Assessment
Research Log Step 4
Conferences Week 5
	March 2

	Week 6
	Module 4 March 3 - 9
	Bolner & Poirier, Ch. 7
Module 4 Overview, Objectives & Commentary
Module 4 Learning Activities
Module 4 Self-Assessment
Research Log Step 5
Conferences Week 6
Optional: Mann, Ch. 16 (reserved readings)
	March 9

	Week 7
	March 17 - 18
	Final Exam
	March 18

	Week 8
	
	
	

	Week 9
	
	
	

	Week 10
	
	
	

	Week 11
	
	
	

	Week 12
	
	
	

	Week 13
	
	
	

	Week 14
	
	
	

	Week 15
	
	
	


Additional Information
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Academic Policies
Academic Policies are not course specific and are therefore created and housed separately from this syllabus. You may access and print Academic Policies from the Syllabus sub-menu in your classroom. 
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