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 Donations

You can help prevent the feline abuse, starvation and overpopulation problem right in your very own neighborhood by making a donation to the Coalition. Donations can be either cash or check. Make your check payable to Metro Ferals, a non-profit organization, and annotate on the memo section of the check for Ward 1 Alley Cats. You can mail your contribution or have a Coalition volunteer pick it up. 

All of our donations go 100% directly to the spay/neutering and medication of the cats.  

Your contribution is tax-deductible. If you would like a receipt for your tax records, please let us know.

The Coalition also accepts donations of cat food. We have several volunteers who feed alley cats nightly and would greatly appreciate some extra food as they pay for the food out of their pockets.

We also give food to cat owners who may not be able to purchase food for their cats.
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 Adoptions

The Coalition volunteers trap and rescue many homeless and abused cats and kittens. Many of these cats, after a bit of tender loving care, are available for adoption. It has been said that cats know they have been rescued and saved and will, in turn, always remember that and be loyal to the one who saved him/her.

We only ask that you become a loving and responsible pet owner. Since our goal is to prevent the overpopulation of cats, we ask that all of our cats are spayed/neutered. Of course, we also except all of our kittens and cats to be given lots of tender loving care, a protected environment, food and water and the respect they deserve. 

Coalition Adoption terms 

· Provide food, water, shelter and tender loving care 

· Spay/neuter any feline not already altered 

· Do not declaw cats 

· Return the cat if they are not satisfied 

· Provide a donation fee (depends on the amount of veterinary care incurred)

Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition

Of Washington, DC

[image: image3.png]



The purpose of the Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition is to protect and prevent abuse of alley cats and to end feline overpopulation through neighborhood-based care and control of healthy cat colonies including spay/neutering, medicating and feeding. We are always looking for volunteers to care for and feed colonies, donate money or food, transport cats, adopt or foster cats, and trap cats. We hope our idea will spread to other DC Wards.
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P.O. Box 45298-5298
Washington DC 20026-5298 dcholly@hotmail.com www.geocities.com/ward1alleycats
In Washington, DC, thousands * of cats and kittens are euthanized each year.  Thousands more starve or freeze to death. In addition, careless and violent people abuse cats daily while many people abandon their cats when they are tired of them thus adding to the overpopulation of cats. 

*Twenty million unwanted and homeless dogs and cats will be destroyed in the U.S. this year. About 100,000 will be killed in D.C. and Virginia alone – Spay, Inc.

The Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition was started by several Ward 1 residents who had a common interest - caring for abused and homeless alley cats. We realized that there were many people, like us, in the community caring for cats in their alleys. We wanted to unite and organize these individual efforts and work together to combine and strengthen our efforts. We want this to be a grassroots effort and then to have this concept spread into other DC Wards. We rely on the help and donations of community residents to fulfill our mission.
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The Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition believes we can all work together, as a community, to prevent the pain and suffering of our feline friends and to control the overpopulation problem. The solution is easy and simple. Please consider caring for the cats in your alley. 

In every alley in the City, there are countless cats and kittens who are struggling to survive. Many starve or freeze to death, while many more are tortured and abused. We have reports of noose hangings, burnings, eyes gouged out, dog attacks, beatings and other horrific incidents. You can help these defenseless cats by providing protection, food, water and, in the harsher months, shelter. 

There are about 40 houses per square block in the average city neighborhood. All it takes is one caring resident to maintain an alley cat colony. Or, a few residents can share this responsibility.

It takes about 10 minutes a day to put some food and water out for these cats and to keep a watchful eye out for them.
After several weeks, you will start to notice the cats starting to know and trust you. Perhaps one or two will let you pet them.  You should give them names to keep track of them. The thanks you get will be their gratification and knowing that you saved an animal’s life.

Colony Care Basics

· Humane Trapping

· Spay/Neuter *

· Feeding

· Medication

· Protection

· Shelter

Please contact the Coalition to find out more about alley cat colony care.   And, please report abuse to the police or Animal Control. It is now against DC law to abuse animals.

* A tipped left ear shows that the cat has been spayed/neutered

