Vocabulary Words for Chapter 1

Academic Encounters

(Worksheet created by Vince Barnes)
Chapter 1 Vocabulary

Review view the vocabulary list below. Try to figure out the meaning of the words.  If you can’t figure out the meaning, look up the meanings in an English/English dictionary.  

Section 1:  pages 5-6

Hassle:   (problem, bother)
It was a big hassle to buy these concert tickets.

Interfere with:   (interrupt, change the way things are being done.)  Your talking in class is interfering with the lecture.

Accustomed to:  (to be used to s.t.)
 I am not accustomed to the American style of education.

Encounter:  (meet, experience) If you encounter a shark while swimming, stay still.

Take a toll on:  (have a negative effect on)
All of this homework is taking a toll on me.  I’m exhausted.

Influential: (capable of affecting s.t.)  This writer has been very influential on American culture.

Organism: (a living thing) Bacteria are tiny organisms.  Some are beneficial.  Others are not.

Alert:  (awake, aware or a warning) Airline pilots must be very alert.  Not paying

attention could lead to disaster.

Stimuli: (s.t. that has an effect on s.t. else).  Different stimuli cause different reactions in organisms. 

Exhaustion: (tiredness)  Exhaustion is a common side effect of modern life.  Most

people are extremely busy and don’t get enough sleep.

Subjective: (opinion-based, not based on objective criteria)
The news report was very

subjective.  It only gave the reporter’s opinion, not the facts of the story.

Appraisal: (evaluation) The bank did an appraisal on my house.  It turns out that it’s not

worth as much as I thought it was.

Give rise to: (lead to, cause) Lack of cleanliness and personal hygiene can give rise to illness and disease.

Section 2, page 11 

1.  Susceptible to: (having the capacity to “catch” s.t. Vulnerable to)Lack of sleep makes

you more susceptible to illness.

2.  Immune system: (the system that keeps organisms from getting ill) Having a healthy

immune system can keep you from becoming ill.

3.  At high risk:  (to be in great danger).  People who smoke are at a higher risk of

developing cancer.

4.  Afflict: (affect, as with adisease) AIDS is a disease that afflicts both homo- and

hetero-sexual people.

5.  Culprit  (s.o. who commits a crime, the guilty party)  Someone stole my watch!  I will

find the culprit and punish him or her. 

6.  Anxious (worried, nervous)I’m very anxious about the test tomorrow.  I’m afraid I

will fail. 

7.  Cope with (face, deal with) I can’t cope with the traffic in Seattle!  It drives me

crazy.

Section 3, pages 15-16

 On a piece of paper, write down five new words from Chapter 3.  Look up the definitions in the dictionary.  Write your own sentence for each word.

Section  4, pages 19-21

1.  underlie: (cause, is a reason for s.t.)  Scientists are not yet sure what underlies the

man’s strange behavior.

2.  onset: (the beginning of s.t.)  With the onset of old age, people experience hormonal changes.

3.  respects: (ways) In some respects, their problems are similar.

4.  mechanisms: (things, processes)
There are many mechanisms in place to ensure our safety.

5.  progression: (steps, development)  His progression through the ESL program was

slowed because he didn’t study enough.


6.  undergo/went (experience s.t. done to you) I will undergo surgery next week.  

7.  stoic acceptance (acceptance of s.t. without complaint)
His face showed stoic

acceptance, even though he was in great pain.

8.  prolonged: (extensive, lengthy) He underwent prolonged treatment for his disease. 

He was finally cured.

9.  minimize: (to reduce as much as possible) You can minimize the danger of being

robbed by locking your door.

10.  maximize: (to increase as much as possible).  You can maximize your chance of

passing by studying very hard.

11.  duration: (period, length of time) I was sick for the duration of my vacation.

12.  suppression: (reduction, control, elimination) The crime suppression work of the

police was successful.  Crime was reduced 25%.

13.  proliferation: (spread) The proliferation of AIDS is the most serious health issue of

our time.

14.  increase…odds:
(improve s.o’s chances) You can increase your odds of surviving a

traffic accident if you wear a seat belt.

15.  exciting frontier: (new area of research or inquiry) One of the exciting frontiers in

science is our study of time and space. 

