Shoreline Community College

ESL 099 Section 2, Academic ESL, Spring 2008

Monday-Friday, 10:30-12:20am, March 30-June 9, Room 1715

Reading and Grammar Final Exam: Monday, June 9 10:30-12:20

Writing Final Exam: Friday, June 13, 11:00-1:00.

	Course Description: ESL 099 is intended to prepare students for ESL 100 and further academic coursework. Emphasis is on content-based reading and writing for academic purposes, including appropriate grammar and vocabulary skills. Students read pre-college to introductory college level materials from a variety of sources. Prerequisites: successful completion of ESL098 or appropriate placement on the advanced ESL placement test. Student option grading.

	Instructor: Ted Friedenson,    E-mail: efriedenson@shoreline.edu       Phone messages: 533-6624

I am happy to help you outside of class. The best way to contact me is by email. When sending an email, it is important that you include a subject heading. It should include the name of the class, your name, and a short description of your message, for example: “ESL 099, John Doe, Grammar Question.” This allows me to find your email quickly and ensures that I receive it.

	Office hours: 
9:00-9:30, Monday-Thursday, in the ESL/GED Technology Center (Room 1721) 
Students have many different strengths and weaknesses. Some may have strengths in grammar, but have trouble spelling. Some may have excellent organizational skills, but not know the details about subject-verb agreement. There may be times when we are going too fast for you, but at the right pace for the majority. In those times, you may need to see me outside of class for extra help. While I am here for you, it is your responsibility to ask for help when you need it. 

	Please bring these to class every day:

· Academic Encounters, Human Behavior, Bernard Seal (It should not have any writing in it on the second day of class.)

· 3-ring binder with handouts and assignments

· pen, pencils, 3 different color highlighters, and eraser

Other necessities: 


· A two-pocket portfolio for formal essays


· Two  8½ x 11  “blue books” for journals


· A paper dictionary for in-class essay days (recommended)


· Access to the internet, specifically www.geocities.com/washingtonesl and other websites used for reading, writing, and grammar practice
	Sorry, 

· No cell phones.    

· No beepers.

· No electronic dictionaries for quizzes, tests or in-class essays.
· No credit for late homework.


	Grading:  You must have a 75% (2.0) average in each of the following sections to pass the class.

  1)  20% journals, homework, participation and attendance (75% minimum average to pass this class)

  2)  10% grammar/mechanics quizzes and tests (75% minimum average to pass this class)

  3)  20% reading and vocabulary quizzes and tests (75% minimum average to pass this class)

  4)  30% essays (2.0 minimum average on all essays, and pass at least 1 in-class 

                              essay and 2 out-of-class essays to pass this class)

  5)  20% final exam (You must pass all parts of the final exam to pass the class.)

See details beginning on the next page for how to pass each section.

	Important Dates

April 22.........Last day to let your instructor know of schedule conflicts for the final exam

May 26..........No school, Memorial Day


June 9............Last day of class. Last day to turn in any assignments. Writing Final Exam, 10:30-12:20


June 13..........Reading and Grammar Final Exam, 11:00-1:00


	Learning outcomes

Writing:

Write 2 to 3 page essays of approximately 750 words using different writing styles (cause/effect, comparison, and logical division) with a thesis, topic sentences, well developed ideas and a conclusion.

· Combine personal and content-based information in writing.

· Use a variety of sentence patterns-- simple, compound, complex, and participial.

· Write cohesive, well constructed paragraphs controlled by a single unifying idea.

· Interpret charts, graphs, tables in writing.
Use the writing process as appropriate with both in and out of class writing. 

· Generate ideas through discussion, interaction with text, and from lectures.

· Develop ideas through multiple drafts and revise writing according to external feedback.

· Use proofreading and editing skills to locate and correct errors in writing.


· Analyze and evaluate own writing to make revisions.

Use grammatical structures appropriate for introductory college level writing. 
· Use verbs (including active/passive), prepositional phrases and noun phrases (including articles and plurals) correctly.

· Mark sentence boundaries and use clause structure correctly.
Reading:

Use a variety of strategies to read and comprehend introductory college-level texts.

· Apply reading strategies such as previewing, scanning, skimming, questioning and predicting.

· Identify implied or stated main ideas from paragraphs and longer passages.

· Identify references within a text.

· Recognize accurate paraphrases.

· Make reasonable inferences.

· Identify figurative vs. literal language, fact vs. opinion and major vs. minor details.

· Summarize introductory college level texts by paraphrasing main ideas and supporting details.

· Connect reading with past and present knowledge and experiences.

· Develop a college level vocabulary.

· Make reasonable guesses about meaning from context.

Speaking and listening:
Improve fluency in spoken English.

· Develop an introductory college-level vocabulary.

· Explain own point of view, ask questions, and request clarification.

· Interact appropriately in small groups by observing acceptable conventions for turn-taking, disagreeing, and stating opinions.


	Responsibilities and Grading
Limited class time, hours of study time: We have a lot to learn this quarter, but limited class time to do so. Our focus will mainly be on developing your abilities to understand and incorporate ideas from readings with those ideas that come from personal experience into interesting discussions and well written work. Our focus will be on those concepts that are most difficult to learn on your own. For this reason, we will spend only a short amount of time in class on concepts that you can study by yourself. 

As a college class, you should expect to spend approximately 1-2 hours at home for every hour spent in class. This means 20 to 40 hours of study time each week. While you probably won’t have between 2 and 4 hours of direct homework from me each night, you should plan on spending that much time studying English. If you do, I guarantee you will see excellent progress. If all you do is the homework I assign, you will improve your English, but you may still have weaknesses in areas that we are not specifically focusing on as an entire class.

	Responsibilities and Grading (continued)

Extra practice:  I am here to help you and to answer any questions that you have, but there are some things that you cannot learn and remember simply by hearing an explanation. You cannot learn how to swim by only reading about it or only listening to someone talk about it, nor can you learn to swim by only watching someone do it. You cannot learn how to swim well by jumping in the ocean one time. It takes hours and hours of practice before swimming begins to feel natural and before you can do it without thinking about it. It takes even more time to be an expert at it. The same is true for English and for many of the small details that are necessary to learn. 

There is a website for this class that I have designed to help you find some of the best ESL practice websites. You can find these at www.geocities.com/washingtonesl The nice thing about these sites is that most of them show you if you are right or wrong immediately, so that you can quickly check to see if you are doing things correctly. If you have any questions at all about what you are working on, I will be happy to help you during my office hours or at other times that we can arrange.

Speaking and listening in English: It is relaxing to think and speak in your first language. It certainly is a lot easier, but every time you have a conversation, every time you listen to music, and every time you watch television and movies, you have a chance to reinforce what you are studying. You are spending a lot of time and money to develop your English skills. If you want to do it well, the best way to do so is to fully immerse yourself in the language. This means talking to your friends in English, listening to music in English, and watching entertainment in English. 

The reason this is so important is that every time you use the language, you are challenging yourself to figure out new ways of saying things when you can’t think of the exact word you need. You will also find yourself reaching for your dictionaries to look up a word you hear on the radio. You will then give yourself more opportunities to use those new words. The more you listen to people, both in conversation and in the media, the easier it will be to understand both native speakers and non-native speakers. People talk fast; they speak with varied accents; and they use slang. The only way to get used to this is to practice. 

Journals, homework, participation and attendance:

Journals and homework are designed to prepare you for what we are studying in class and to help you think more about what we are learning. Journals topics are created to allow you to challenge your writing skills in a stress-free manner. You should use your journal for exploring ideas related to our readings and our class discussions. You should use these to experiment with new vocabulary and practice writing more complex sentences. In addition to preparing you for class, the ideas we write about in the journals frequently will serve as a way to generate ideas for the essays we will be writing. You will earn 100% credit for journals and homework if you follow the directions of each assignment and turn them in on time. You will earn 0% if they are late.  If you are going to be absent, you should email me your journal or homework before class.

General journal requirements: 

· Write 1-2 pages, double spaced in 8 ½ x 11” blue books using paragraph format.

· Turn in assignment by the due date announced in class.

· Follow directions given for each journal.

           (Journal, homework, participation and attendance responsibilities and grading continued on next page.)




	Responsibilities and Grading (continued)

Participation and attendance:

We all have a responsibility for creating a positive learning atmosphere for one another. Learning comes from mixing the ideas and experiences each one of us brings to the classroom. By working together, you will help others learn and you will increase your own level of understanding. 

To receive participation and attendance credit, you must be on time and prepared for class. If you do not know what you need to do to be prepared for class, it is your responsibility to ask. Before you leave class, make sure you are positive about what you need to do for the next day. Likewise, it is your responsibility to find out what we studied on a day that you are absent and what you should do for the day you come back. Similarly, when working in groups, you should listen for all directions and make sure your group is following them. Finally, because we are all working to improve our English skills, you should be respectful to other students in the classroom and work to keep the class an English immersion zone, both for study time and break time. To receive full participation and attendance credit, conversations inside our classroom should be in English only.
Each day is worth 20 possible points. Points are earned for being prepared and working to create a positive learning environment. Points are deducted for disrupting the learning environment for other students.


1) You earn 15 points if you have your completed journal and homework out on your desk for me to check at 10:30. (If you are absent, you can earn 10 points by emailing me these assignments before class starts.)


2) You earn 5 points if you speak in English and actively participate, help your group and ask questions when needed.


3) 5 points will be subtracted if you speak in other languages in the classroom.


4) 10 points will be subtracted if you are distracting the class from being able to focus on what we are studying. (Examples of distracting behavior include, but are not limited to, having conversations while others are trying to discuss what we are here to learn, arriving late, packing your bags before class is over, or making personal attacks when we are discussing a topic in a debate.)
Quizzes and Tests: 

We will have several short quizzes every week, and several longer tests throughout the quarter. If you are going to be absent or late on the day of a quiz or test, you can only retake it if we come to an agreement before the scheduled quiz or test. You should email me or call me if you know you cannot be there for quizzes and tests.  For grading purposes, 1 test = 3 quizzes. For example if you earn a 80% on a quiz and a 100% on a test, your average would be a 95%. Your lowest quiz grade will not count towards your overall grade.

In-Class Essays:

You will write at least two 2-3 page in-class essays. You must pass at least one in-class essay to pass this class. Each will be written in two hours, in one class period. They will be graded for content, organization, and grammar/mechanics. As will be explained on essay rubrics, each part of these criteria must be passed in order to pass each essay. For example, if you write a wonderful essay, but do not pass the verb tense criteria, you will not pass the essay. In-class essays can only be rescheduled if approval is given before the essay begins. 

Out-of-Class Essays:

We will have 3 out-of-class essays. You must pass at least two of these to pass the class. The essays will be divided into several steps. The first step will be to brainstorm and outline on a topic. This will be done in class.

The second step is to write a first draft of the essay. It must be typed and should follow all directions given for the assignment to receive credit. For this first draft, I will focus my comments on the content and organization of the entire essay, and will comment on the grammar of one of the paragraphs in the essay.  This first draft is worth 5% of the essay grade. You will earn full credit if it is turned in on time with all directions followed, no credit if it is not.  

                                                        (Out-of-class essay responsibilities and grading continued on the next page)

	Responsibilities and Grading (continued)

Out-of-Class Essays (continued):

After I comment on the first draft, you will then have time to write a second draft. This draft will be graded for content, organization, and grammar/mechanics just like in-class essays. Just like in-class essays, all criteria must be passed to earn a passing grade on the essay. This second draft is worth 70% of the essay grade. (If you do not pass this second draft, you must meet with me outside of class within 2 class days to see how it can be improved. You will be given one opportunity to rewrite the essay for a total essay grade of at most a 2.0.)

The final draft of the essay is worth 25% of your essay grade. All students must rewrite their essays, unless they receive a 4.0 on the second draft. For many of you, this may mean simply correcting a few mistakes; for others, it may mean rewriting whole paragraphs. The only exception to the 25% rule is if you receive a failing grade on the second draft of your essay as explained in the previous paragraph.

All drafts of your out-of-class essays are due on my desk at the beginning of class (10:30am) on the date that is announced for each assignment. When turning in your essays, you must also turn in your outlines, and any previous drafts and grade sheets. These should be put together in a portfolio folder which also has copies of all previous essays and grade sheets. You should be ready to start class at 10:30 as usual, and not need to be stapling your work together. In addition, you should email me a copy of your essay by 5:00pm on the day essays are due. When sending me an email of your essay, you should copy and paste the email into the text of the email message and have the subject line of,“ESL099 your name Essay.”

The reason for the two copies is for me to grade the paper copy and have the second copy to use for class examples and to check for plagiarism. When I use student work as class examples, I usually only use a few sentences for extra grammar practice. I sometimes also use different example paragraphs to discuss organization. I never use students’ names in these exercises. If you would rather me not use your work for the benefit of class practice, please let me know when you turn in your assignments.

If you turn in the essay on the due date, but after 10:30, your essay grade will be lowered by 0.5. (A 4.0 will be a 3.5) The same is true if I do not receive your email copy by 5:00pm. If you turn in the essay after the due date, it will be lowered by 1.0 for each day it is late. The reason why the 10:30 time is important is that arriving late to class can be disruptive to students who are in class, on time, ready to learn.

Saving your work: 

When typing your essays (or any important work), it is always a good idea to save your work every 5 minutes or so. You never know when a computer might have a problem. You should also make a second copy of what you are working on. If your computer, or the disk you are using has a problem, you do not want to lose your work. Some options are to make one copy on a flash drive (also called a “thumb drive” or “usb drive”) and save one copy on your email.

Final Exam: 

The writing final exam will be on Monday, June 9 at our regular class time. The reading and grammar final exam will be on Friday, June 13, from 11:00am to 1:00pm. You must take and pass all parts of the final exams at the scheduled times to pass this class. You have until April 22 to inform me if you have another exam that has a schedule conflict with our exams. Other than conflicts with other exams, the exams cannot be rescheduled. 

The final exam will be in three parts. The essay will be a 2-3 page essay graded the same way as our other in-class essays. The reading exam will be a multiple choice test that tests your abilities on the learning outcomes described on page 2 of this syllabus. The grammar exam will be in three parts, a fill-in-the-blank section, an error correction section, and a short answer section. This will test your abilities in using and editing complex grammar structures. All sections of the final exam must be passed to pass the final, and, in turn, the class. 


	Plagiarism and other forms of cheating:

In this class, you will do many different kinds of activities to improve your language skills and I will grade many of them to check how you are improving. Your essays, journals, homework, tests and other items that you turn in are meant to demonstrate what you have learned. If you put your name on something, I will assume that it is your work. I will assume that the words, phrases, and sentences are put together by you, and that the ideas and conclusions that you write about are your own. If you would like to write about what other people have researched and thought about, and what other people have said or written, I expect you to tell me where you found that information. There are three main ways of letting the person who is reading your assignments know where your ideas come from.

 1. Quoting. You should use quotation marks “...” around any words, phrases, or sentences that someone else has created. You should also cite where the quotation came from, for example if you found information on page 31 of our textbook, which is written by Bernard Seal, you could write: 

How we deal with problems is important. Epicurus explains this by saying, “We are not disturbed by things, but our opinions about things”(Seal 15).

 2. Paraphrasing. This is when you use someone else’s ideas, but change the words and sentence structure. In this case, you do not use quotation marks, but you do cite where the ideas come from:

         Epicurus believed that how we deal with a situation can affect us, much more than the

         situation itself. (Seal 15)

3. Summarizing. This is when you take a larger idea, such as from a paragraph or an entire article, and explain just the main points. Again, you still need to cite where the idea comes from:

          Research done on rats by Jay Weiss suggests that when you have power over what is happening

          to you, you can better deal with stress. (Seal 15)

If you do not properly quote, paraphrase, summarize, and cite your information, you are plagiarizing. 

Plagiarism is a form of cheating. It is turning in someone else’s work (or part of someone else’s work) as if it were your own. As defined in Shoreline’s Student Guide, Policy 5033, “Plagiarism is quoting, paraphrasing or summarizing portions of another’s work from a published, unpublished or electronic source without acknowledging that source. As part of the Dishonesty in Academics policy, this includes assignments which are heavily edited by others and assignments which contain uncited phrases or ideas from others.” Any assignments which contain plagiarism will be given a grade of “0.0.” In addition to plagiarism, other forms of cheating such as talking during quizzes or tests will result in a 0.0 for that test. You may also be required to meet with the ESL division chair to discuss whether or not you should be allowed to pass this class and to remain at Shoreline Community College. 

	Shoreline Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, sexual orientation, or age in its program and activities. In our classroom, there are students from many different backgrounds. Our class should be a safe environment where all students have the right to be respected.  
	In the event of bad weather or other school emergency which might cause the school to close, please check:  

AM Radio: 710, 1000

TV:  4, 5, 7
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