Physics 100a
Instructor:  Wei Chen
Office:   Live Oak 1103
Email:  wei.chen@csun.edu
Phone:  818 677 7828
Class:  T and TH 18:30-19:45 in LO 1127
Office Hours:

My office hours are:  Mondays 1:30-3:30 pm.    If you can’t make it at that time then send me an email to schedule an appointment.    Also, feel free to email me about questions on the lecture or homework.  
Text Book:    Walker 3nd edition.   It is very important you have this book since I will be following the text quite closely.   
Requirements:   I expect every student to have taken some basic algebra and trigonometry. 
Course website:   http://www.geocities.com/wchen20ca/phys100a.html
Grading:

Homework: 12%

Attendance: 8%

Midterm 1: 20%  

Midterm 2: 20%

Midterm 3: 20%

Final: 20%

Attendance is 8% of the grade.  I will take attendance once or twice a week at random.   Your final grade will be determined by the fraction of classes attended.
Grades will be assigned as follows:
100-88      A-  to A

87-72        B-  to B+

71-55        C-  to C+

54-41        D- to D+

<41            F
About the course:

In this course we will mainly cover the basic physics related to motion, forces and energy.   These are fundamental concepts which are essential for almost all science and engineering.   

A major focus of the course is on problem solving.  Problem solving requires discipline and patience.  The important steps which I will emphasize in this course are:

1. Develop a clear understanding of CONCEPTS.  You have to first identify the concepts which are relevant to the problem at hand.

2. Develop a mental picture using a clear and organized DIAGRAM.  This is an important step which will be emphasized in this course.  

My exam problems will be designed so that the above steps are emphasized.  For example, I will require diagrams for most problems.    

Homework:

Homework consists of about 10 problems assigned each week, and due at 11:00 pm on the same day the following week.    The homework is electronic and so has to be completed online by the due date.  

The assigned homework is an essential aspect of the course.  It is worth 12% of you grade.  Also, I will construct exam problems which are CLOSELY related to the assigned homework problems.   So if you do all the homework problems, and understand them well, you should do very well in this course.  

The online homework:

Homework problems will be assigned online via Mastering Physics. Your new textbook includes the access code to the following website http://www.masteringphysics.com/.   If you have an old textbook, you can purchase an access code from the webstie.  You will need to register on this site and select a login name and password.   Each student's homework is made up of the same set of questions but many of the questions will have numbers that are algorithmically generated so each student's answers will be different. The homework will be worth 12% of the total grade. Solutions to all assigned end-of-chapter problems will be available for download shortly after your homework is due.

You will need the following information:

Course Title: Physics100a

Course ID: CHEN100A
Class Participation and attendance:

Attending lecture and participating in class is essential for success in this course.  I encourage all students to ask questions if you are not following the lecture.   I will also construct exam problems based directly on the example problems highlighted or worked on during lecture.   Also,  remember that attendance is 8% of your grade.  

Cheating:

To prevent cheating please bring your CSUN ID card for all the exams.   If I do see a student cheating, you will be reported to the Dean of Students, and you will receive a 0% for that exam immediately.   In general don’t even bother to cheat because my exams will be designed to test conceptual understanding and familiarity with the problems assigned.   So cheating will not help anyway.  
Emergencies:
Every now and then an unfavorable medical condition will prevent you from taking an exam.   If this happens please see a doctor immediately so you can obtain a doctor’s note explaining your condition.  Also, email me immediately so that we can reschedule the exam.   I will not reschedule an exam unless I have a valid doctor’s note.   Also, if you are in a car accident on the way to the exam, please obtain a police report.  

